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PREFACE TO PART I.

In the following pages

the reader is prefented with the outlines of

the lives of thofe eminent laymen, who have

diftinguiihed themfelves by their zealous ex-

ertions in defence of the chriflian religion.

The account commences foon after the im-

portant era of the reformation, when there

was a general freedom of religious inquiry
;

and many of the great men, who are the fub-

jeds of thefe biographical fketches, lived at a

time when the deifts exerted all the force

of fophiflry and delufive reafoning, to over-

turn the facred edifice of revealed religion.

The narrow limits of this work will not ad-

mit of giving a particular narration of the

various incidents of their lives, or a difcrimi-

nating charaderiflic of their peculiar virtues

and defeds. The principal objed is to ex-

hibit one prominent trait, by which they

were diftinguiihed, namely, their full covic-

tion of the truth of chriilianity ; notwith-

(landing they might differ widely from each

other in their view of particular dofcrines^
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5 PREFACE TO PART I.

they were all fully agreed in this important

point.

Though thefe (ketches are principally de-

figned to bring into view thofe eminent lay-

men, who have written in defence of the

chriftian religion, a number of others are in-

'

ferted, v/ho have been celebrated for their

attachment to the caufe of chriftianity, their

fuperiour abilities, or uncommon benevo«

lence. A larger number of others might

doubtlefs be found equally deferving a place

in this feleftion ; but the brevity of the work,

and the difliculty of procuring fuitable mate-

rials, muil: form an apology for this oniifiion.

In order ta prevent any mifreprefentation

of the defign of this compilation, it may be

proper to inform the reader, that thefe great

names, and the teflimonies they have given

of their firm belief of the truth of chriftiani-

ty, are not adduced to juftify a reliance upon

human authority, to eilablilh the divinity of

the chriilian fyflem, but the evidences of re-

vealed religion are flill fubmitted to, and

boldly challenge, the ilrideft fcrutiny, by the

known and eilabliflied rules of right reafon.

" Unbelievers," fays a celebrated writer,

'* attempt to make profelytes to infidelity, by
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prefling upon the minds of the unlearned in

fcripture knowledge, the authorities of Vol-

taire, Bolingbroke, Humej and other deiflic-

al writers. It is proper that young perfons

fliould be furniftied with a ready anfwer to

the arguments in favour of infidelity, from

the high literary character of thofe who-

profefs it.** For, befides the ftrong evidence

for the chrillian religion, there is probably a

balance in its favour^ from the number of

great men who have been convinced of its

truth, after a ferious examination of the fub-

jea.

Whiift genius and learning have often

been perverted, to ferve the caufe of vice and

infidelity, it muft afford exalted pleafure to

every ferious believer in the chriftian relig-

ion, to fee men of the greateft natural and ac-

quired abilities, devoting their fuperiour tal-

ents to the defence of the facred truths re-

vealed in the fcriptures. They may well a-

dopt the following beautifuflines of Cowper

on this occafion.

*• Philofophy baptiz'd

In the pure fountain of eternal love,

Has eyes indeed; and viewing all (he fees.

As meant to indicate a God to man,
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Gives him the praife and forfeits not her own.

Learning hath borne fuch fruit in other days

On all her branches ;
piety has found

Friends in the friends of fcience ; and true pray'i*

Has follow'd from lips w.et with CaftaHan dews.

Such was thy wifdom, Newton, childlike fage I

Sagacious reader of the works of God,

And in his word fagacious. Such too thine,

Milton, whofe genius had angelic wings»

And fed on manna! And fuch thine in whom
Our Britifh theme is gloried with jufl: cau(e,

Immortal Hale ! for deep difcernment prais'd.

And found integrity, not more than fam'd

For fan6tity of manners undefil'd."

Cru)per^s Task^
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THE

TRUTH AND EXCELLENCE

OF THE

Chrtjiian Religion Exhibited.

PART L

PHILIP DE MORNAT.

Philip de mornay, lord of piems

Marly, an illuftrious French proteilant, was born Novem-

ber 5, 1549. He was defcended from an ancient and noble

family, which had produced many great and eminent men.

His father was ftrongly attached to the Roman cath-

olic religion ; but his mother was fecretly an hugunot,

and endeavoured to infpire her fon infenfibly with her

own opinions. His father died when he was young, and

his mother, makiiig open profcffion of the protefiant re-

ligion, fet up a leflurein her houfe ; which, together with

diligently perufing the New Teftament, completely con-

firmed Phihp in her own religious fentiments.

His literary education was, in the mean time, conducfl-

ed with the utmoll care ; he had tutors provided far him

in ail languages and fciences ; and the progrefs he made

was equal to what might have been expected from his

uncommon abihties and application.

B



14 EXCELLENCE OF THE

His zeal for the proteftant religion expofed him to ma-

ny dangers : both he and his mother very narrowly ef-

caped the maiTacre at Paris.

In 1567, Du Plefiis was obliged to retire from Paris,

where he was purfuing his {Indies, on account of the re-

vival of the civil war. He foon after took up arms, and

ferved nearly two campaigns ; but having the misfortune

to break one of his arms, he, for fome time, quitted the

army, and fet out to vifit foreign countries. In the

courfe of his travels, he lludied the civil law at Heidelberg

in Germ.any, and Padua in Italy. Though he was young,

when he left his native country, he was affiduoufly engag-

ed in acquiring ufeful knowledge. For this purpofe, he

examined every thing that was curious in moll places ;

and, that nothing might efcape him, attentively perufed

the hiftory of every town and province, through which

he travelled. Nor v/as he attentive to their antiquities

alone, but remarked whatever was worth' notice in the

manners, cuftoms, and conftitutions of each.

In 1575, he married ; and publiflied the fame year a

treatife " Concerning Life and Death ;** fof though he

was often employed in civil affairs, and oftener folicited

to engage in them, yet he was ever flrongly attached to

ftudy and retirement.

In 1576, Du Plefiis was wounded and made a prifon-

er ; but foon obtaining his liberty, he went to the court

of the king of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV. of France,

who received him very gracionfly ; fent him his ambaffa-

dour to Queen Elizabeth ; made him one of his council ;

and upon all occafions paid the greateft deference to his

iiitl'j^ment. He, en his part, rendered the king important
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fervices ; and in 1590, was made his counfellor of flate,

having been previoufly invefted with the government of

Saumur. After the king abjured the proteftant religion,

he reproached his apoftacy, withdrew himfelf gradually

from court, and devoted his time to literary purfuits.

In 1578, he publifhed a treatife *' Concerning the

Church," in which he explained the motives, which induc-

ed him to renounce the Rom.an catholic and embrace

the proteftant religion. In 1579, he began his cele-

brated book, upon " The Truth of the Chrillian Relig-

ion ;*' but he was feized with an ilinefs, which prevented

his completing the work as focn as he intended. In

1596, he pubHihed a work, entitled, " The Juft Procedure

of thofe of the Reformed Religion ;" in which he vin-

dicates the proteftants from being criminal in regard to

the prevailing diilentions ; and imputes the blame to thofe

who denied them that liberty, which they had merited by

their eminent fervices. In 1595, he publiflied his treatife

upon '< The Eucharift ;" which occafioned the conference

at Fontainbleau, in 1600, between Du Perron, then bifh-

op Evreux, afterwards cardinal, and Du Pleffis ; and raif-

cd his reputation and credit among the proteftants to fo

prodigious an height, that he was called by many, « The

Proteftant Pope." In 1607, he publifned a Vv'ork, enti-

tled, " The Myilery of Iniquity, or the Hiftory of the

Papacy," which was written, as moil of his other works

were, firil in French, and then tranflated into Latin. In

this performance he fhews by what gradual progreflions

the popes have rifen to that ecclefiaftical tyranny, which

was foretold by the apoftles, and what oppofition from

time to time, all nations have given them. About this
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time alfo, he publiflied, " An Exhortation to the Jew*

Concerning the Melliah.^'

The capital work, however, by which Du Pleffis dirtin-

gulflied himfelf, is his " Defence of the Truth of the Chrif-

tian Religion," in which he employs the weapons of reafon

and learning with great force and ikill againil atheifls, epi-

cureans, heathens, Jews, mahometans, and other infidels,

as he tells us in the title. The book was de-dicated ta

Henry IV. and tranfiated by himfelf into Latin. " Ah

a Frenchman, fays he in his preface, I have endeavoured

to ferve my own country nrll ; and as a cbiiilian, the

wi.iverfal church of Chrift next."

In 1621, when Lewis XHL made war upon the prot-

ePtants, he took the government of Saumur from Du Plef-

fis, upon which he retired to his barony of La Foreil in

Puiftou, and there fpent the remainder of his life.

During his lail ilhiefs, being reminded of his fervices

to the church, he replied, " z\las, what was there of

mine in tlie work, fay not it is I, but the grace of God

wliich was in me." *' 1 'dH-i for nothing," faid he, " but

fr.e mercy."

In the morning of the day on which he died, he repeat-

ed thefe words of the apoftle with great emphafis. *' We
know that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle be dif-

folved, we have a building with God, a houfe not made

with hands." After which, being afl^ed, if he was not

afTured of Iharing in that eternal weight of glory fpokca

of by the apoftle ; he anfwered, " He was perfedly af-

fured of it, and was fo by the demoniiration of the Flo-

ly Spirit, more powerful, more clear and certain, than

any demonllration of Euchd."
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Thus in the lively exercife of faith this great man ex-

pired, in 1623.

General Biographical DlBlonary, Vol XL—ITJlorle

Defence of Experimental Religion, Vol. II.

SIR PHILIP SIDNET.

Philip Sidney, a celebrated Englifli gentlemaa,

was born in the year 1554. When very young he was

fent to Chrifl Church in Oxford, where he continued till

he was feventeen, and then was fent to travel, in order to

complete his education. He was at Paris in 1572, when

the horrid maffacre of the hugunots commenced, and

narrowly efcaped by taking refuge in the houfe of the

Englifh ambafTadour.

Soon after his return to his native country, he was ap-

pointed am.baffadour to Vienna, and obtained fuch a dif-

tinguifhed reputation in foreign countries, that he was

named a candidate for the eledlive crown of Poland.

But Queen Elizabeth refufed to part with a fubjed, whom

file confidered one of the principal ornaments of her court.

In 1582, he was knighted by hermajefty. In 1585, he

dcfigned an expedition with Sir Francis Drake into

America, but was redrainsd by the queen, and made

governour of Flufhing, and general of the horfe (Flufning

being about that time delivered to her majeily as one of

the cautionary towns.) In both thefe pods his condud

was eminently diftinguifhed for valour and prudence.

The glory of Sir Philip Sidney, though fplendid, was

however but fiiort Hved. In 1586, in an engagement

B2
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with the Spaniards before Zutphen, he received a mortal

wound. His magnanimity difplayed itfelf on this try-

ing cccafioa. A foldier at the point of death chanced to

lie near him, when flretched on the field of battle, nearly

expiring and mangled with wounds, a bottle of water was

brought to him to relieve his thirft ; "This man's necefllty,"

faid he, refigning to the dying foldier the water, " is ftill

greater than mine.'' After he had aflifted his fellow fuf-

ferer, be was conveyed to Arnheim, where the principal

furgeons of the camp attended him.

Sir Philip found all the attempts, which the furgeons

were able to make for his recovery ineffeftual ; and ex-

hibited the rnofl heroic fortitude and refignation. He

farvived almoll a month, which time he dihgently employ-

ed in preparing for his approaching difTolution. After

requefting the prefence of a number of excellent clergy-

men of different religious denominations, he made a ftrik-

ing confcfiion of his unfhaken belief in, and fincere love

of, the chrlftian religion. Then calling for his will, and

fettling his temporal affairs, he took an affefting leave of

his brother with thefe admonifiiing words, ** My much

loved and honoured brother, love m.y memory, and cherifh

my friends, whofe faithfulnefs to me m^ay recommend them

to you ; but above all govern your will and affections by

the will and word of your Creator. In me behold the

end of the world and all its vanities." He expired the

i6th ofOaober, 1586.

After his deceafe, his body was conveyed to England,

and magnificently depofited in St. Paul's CathedraL

The king of Scotland celebrated his memory in a copy of

Latin verfes ; and the Englifh univerlities poured fortla
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their eulogiums 011 the fame mournful occafion. Lord

Brooke valued his friendfliip fo highly, that he llyles him-

felf on his tomb, " The Friend of Sir Philip Sidney."

Genius, talents, elegant erudition, heroic valour, un-

blemifhed morals, and a fupreme regard for religion,

combined to render him the boaft and ornament of his

times.

His " Arcadia" is the moft celebrated of his v^orks ; it

was printed firft in 1615, and has been tranflated into a

variety of languages.

Cibher'^s Lives of the Poets, Vol. L—Femah

Biography, Vol. IV,

FRANCIS BACXON,

Francis Bacon was the fon of Sir Nicholas Bacon,

lord keeper of the great feal in the reign of Elizabeth,

and was born in the year 1561. His mother was Anna,.

daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, a lady illuflrious for

her claflical attainments and domeftic virtues.
.«

He made fuch rapid advances in claflical learning, that

he was judged qualified for the univerfity at twelve years

of age ; and entered at Trinity College, Cambridge,

where he made fuch incredible progrefs in his lludies,

that before the age of fixteen he had run through the

whole circle of liberal arts, as then taught, and even at

this early period, he began to perceive the futilities and

impcrfedlions in the reigning philofophy, which for ths

fcrvice of mankind he afterwards fo effectually expofs

and exploded.
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Leaving the univeiTity with the higheft applaufe, he

was fent on his travels, and before his return, he acquired

a deep and almoll intuitive knowledge of the manners and

cuftoms of other countries, and the characters and views

of their princes and minifters, which he exemplified in a

paper on the general flate of Europe, publifhed before he

attained his nineteenth year.

During the reign of Elizabeth, the enmity of Sir

Robert Cecil prevented him from being advanced at

court ; hence he profecuted his philofophical fludies with

energy ; and publifned a number of learned works.

In the reign of James L his promotions were rapid.

In 1614, he was appointed attorney general j and in

1616, was raifed to the dignity of privy counfelior, and

in 1 61 7, he was appointed lord keeper of the feals.

Soon after Sir Francis Bacon had attained the fummit

of his wiflies, he was hurled from his ftation with the lofs

of his honour and the impeachment of his honefty. He
was charged with bribery and corruption in quahty of

chief judge. His charafler is differently reprefented by

various authors. However, the candid fuppofe that, he

fell a martyr rather to his want of prudence, than want

of integrity. The authors of the Biographia Britanica

obferve, that " the faults in his charadler prove no more>

than that even the greateft men have their weaknefTes,

and that the corruptions of courts are capable of tainting

the nobleft minds. '* His principal fault appears to have

been, too great indulgence to his fervants, who made fuch

a corrupt ufe of it, that it ftripped him of all the riches and

honours, which were bellowed upon him, as the juft re-

ward of his eminent fervices, and dillinguiflied merit*
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Lord Bacon retired, after a fliort imprifonment, from

the entanglement of an active life, to which he had been

called, much againft his genius, to the fhade of a contem-

plative one, which he had always loved- Whilft he was

profecuting fome difcoveries in experimental philofophy

near Aighgate, he was fuddenly taken ill, and bting car-

ried to the earl of Arundel's houfe in the vicinity, afcer a

Wvck^s illnefs,he breathed hislafl on the 9th ofApril, 162 6.

Towards the latter part of his life he declared, " that

the firft principle of right reafon is religion, and he feri-

oufly profefled, that after all his ftudies and inquiries, he

durll not die w^ith any other thoughts than thofe of the

ehriftian religion.'^

F This author has remarked, in feveral parts of his works,

" that a thorough infight into philofophy makes a good

believer, and that a fmattering in it naturally produces

fuch a race of defpicable infidels, as the httle profligate

writers of the prefent age, whom, (I muft confcfs) I have

always accufed co myfelf, not fo much for their want of

faith, as their w'ant of learning."

" I had rather, fays he, believe all the fables in the Le-

gend, and the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than that this

univerfal frame is without a mind ; and therefore God

never wrong'. t a miracle to convert an atheift, becaufe his

ordinary works confute it ; it is true a httle philofophy

inchneth men to athcifm, but depth in philofophy bring-

eth their minds to rehgion ; for whild the mind of man

looketh on fecond caufes fcattered, it muft fometimes reft

in them, but w^hen it beholdeth the chain of them confed-

erated and linked together, it muft needs fly to Provi-

dence and Deicy,"
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Mr. Addifon, in one of the Tattlers, in which he vin-

dicates the chriftian rehgion, by (hewing that the wifeft

men in all ages, have profefTed themfeivcb believers in it,

fpeaks of Bacon thus, " I fliall in this paper only in-

Hance Sir Francis Bacon, a man, who, for the greatnefs of

his genius and compafs of knowledge, did honour to his

age and country, I could almoft fay to human nature it-

felf. He pofTefled at once all thofe extraordinary talents,

which were divided among the great authors of antiquity ;

he had the found diftinft knowledge of Arillotle, with

all the beautiful light graces and embellifhments of Cice-

,
ro : one does not know which to admire moft in, his

writings ; the ftrength of reafon, force of ftyle, or bright-

nefs of imagination. I was infinitely pleafed to find a- ^
mong the works of this extraordinary man, a prayer of

his own compofing ; which, for elevation of thought and

piety of exprefiion, feems rather the devotion of an angel

lan."

Blograph'ia Britanicaf Vol. I.—Tattler, Vol IK.

No. 267.

HUGO GROriUS.
Hugo Grotius, an eminent civihan, was defcended

from a family of the greateft diftin6lion in the Low
Countries. His father was burgomafter of Delf, and cu-

rator of the univerfity of Leyden. He vt^as born at Delf,

April loth, 1583. His early progrefs in literature was

uncgmmonly rapid. Nature had bellowed on him a pro-

found genius, a folid judgment, and tenacious memory 5
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and thefc extraordinary endowments had all the advanta-

ges that education could give them. He was fo happy,

as to poffefs in his father, a pious, and an able governour,

who formed his mind and his morals. Before he com-

pleted his twelfth year, he was fent to Leyden under the

celebrated Francis Junius. He continued three years at

the univerfity, where the famous Jofeph Scaliger was fo

ftruck with his prodigious capacity, that he condefcended

to direft his ftudies ; in 1597, he maintained public the-

fes in the mathematics, philofophy, and law, with the high-

eft applaufe.

In 1598, he accompanied the Dutch ambaflador into

France, and was honoured with feveral marks of efteem

from Henry IV. Having chofen the law for his profef-

fion, he took his degree of doftor of laws in that king-

dom ; and upon his return, he attended the law courts,

and pleaded his firft courfe at Delf with univerfal ap-

plaufe, though he was fcarcely feventeen ; and he maintain-

ed the fame reputation as long as he continued at the bar.

This employment however did not engrofs his whole

time ; but he found leifure to publifh feveral valuable

works, which exhibit proofs of his general learning, as

well as his great knowledge of abftraft fciences.

In the midft of thefe profound ftudies this prodigy of

a young man found time to cultivate the mufes. He
was but eight years old, when he wrote fon;ie elegiac verf-

es, which were then thought very pretty ; he alfo pub-

lifhed three tragedies, which raifed his reputation fo high,

that he was efteemed one of the beft poets in Europe.

In 1603, the glory, which the United Provinces had

obtained by their iliuftrious defence againft the whole
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power of Spain, after the peace of Vervins, determined

them to tranfmit their exploits to pofterity ; for this pur-

pofe the States chofe Grotius for an hiftorian. All this

time his principal employment was that of an ad-

vocate, in which profelfion he acquired great honour. The

brilliant figure he made at the bar caufed him to be ap-

pointed advocate general for the States of Holland and

Zealand. He took pofTeflion of this important office in

1607, and filled it with fo much reputation, that the States

augmented his falary, and promifed him a feat in the court

of Holland. The year after his promotion, he married

a lady of one of the firfl families in Zealand, who was

worthy of fuch an hufband as Grotius.

In 161 3, upon the death of the penfionary of Rotter-

dam, the city offered that important place to Grotius.

After much deliberation, he accepted that pofl, which

gave him a feat in the affembly of the States in Holland,

and afterwards in that of the States General. From

this time he contracted an intimate friendfhip with Barne-

velt, grand penllonary of Holland, which foon after in-

volved him in complicated misfortunes.

This great man was twice fent on embafHes to England.

On his return to Holland he found the religious divifions,

which had for fome time prevailed in that country, in-

creafed. By his attachment to Barnevelt, and the rc-

monilrant party, he incurred the difpleafure of Prince

Maurice of Orange. In 1619, he was feized and fen-

teiiced to perpetual imprifonment; and his eftate was con-

fifcatcd. In purfuance of this fentcnce he was imprifon-

ed in the flrong caftle of Louveflein ; and after having

been treated with great rigour for more than a year and a
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half, he was delivered by a laudable flratagem of his

wife. He had been permitted to borrow books of his

friends, and when he had perufed them, they were carried

back in a cheft; with his linen, which was fent to Gor-

kum to be wafhed. The firll year the guards were exa6b

in examining the cheil:, but at length grew remifs, and

did not take the trouble to open it. His wife, obferving

their negligence, advifed her hufband to bore holes in the

cheft, to prevent his being fliiied, and then put himfelf into

it, and make his efcape. She requefted the governour of

the caftle to permit her to fend away a cheft of books ;

and gave it for a reafon, that her hujfband had impaired

his health by his intenfs application to ftudy. After her

requeft was granted, Grotius v;as put into the cheft, and

conveyed to a friend's houfe in Gorkum, where drefling

himfelf hke a mafon, and taking a rule and trowel, he

pafTed through the market place, and^ ftepping into a

boat, went to Brabant. Here he difcovered himfelf to

fome of his friends, and hired a carriage to Antwerp.

At firft- there was a defign of profecuting his wife, who

remained in the prifon. However, fhe was releafed by a

plurality of voices, and univerfally applauded.

Soon after, Grotius went to France, and was favoura-

bly received by Lewis XIII. The Dutch ambaffadours

endeavoured to prejudice the king againft Mm ; but that

prince did not regard their artifices ; and gave a glorious

teftimony to the virtues of this illuftrious refugee. Not-

withftanding he had been fo ill treated, he ftill prcferved

an affeftion for his country. Le\^)iis admired his magna-

nimity and forgiving temper. He gave him a penfion o£.,^

three thoufand livres, and alfo his miiiiature in gold, to-

C
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gether with a gold chain, as a teftimony of his efteem

for his great literary abilities.

In the year 1625, while he refided in France, he pub-

lifhed his " Treatife of the Rights of Peace and War."

The prodigious fuccefs of this famous book raifed his

literary reputation to the higheft pitch.

After remaining a confiderable time in France, his

heart was bent upon returning to Holland ; but, his en-

emies renewing their perfecution, he went to Hamburg.

While he remained in that place, fome advantageous pro-

pofals were made him from Spain, Poland, the duke of

HolRein, and feveral other princes, but he cherifhed the

hope of a reconciliation with his native country.

In 1635, Qu^een Chriftiana of Sweden made him her

Gounfellor, and fent him ambafTadour into France. After

having difcharged the duties of this office for feveral

years, he requefled the queen to grant him a difmiffion,

which he v/ith difficulty obtained. The queen made

him a large prefent in money and plate, granted him a

palTport, and furnilhed him with a vefTel, on board which

he embarked for Lubeck.

The veflel had fcarce failed, when a violent florm a-

rofe, which obliged the paffengers, three days after their

departure, to put in on the coaft of Pomerania. Grotiuy

then fet out in &n open waggon for Lubeck, and arrived

at Roftock, having travelled upwards of fixty miles

through wind and rain ; being very ill, he fent for s phy-

iician, who pronounced his cafe very dangerous. He
next fent for Quiftorpius, the minifter of the town, who

gave the following account of his laft nioments, in a letter

to a friend. " You are defirous of hearing how that
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phoenix of literature, Hugo Grotius, behaved in his laft;

moments. I am going to inform you : he fent for me a-

bout nine at night, 1 went, and found him at the point

of death. I faid, there was nothing I defired more, than

to have feen him in health ; he anfwered, God hath or-

dered it otherivtfe : 1 defired him to prepare himfelf for

a happier life ; and happening to mention the pubHcan,

wlio acknowledged himfelf a fmner, and allied God's

mercy ; he anfwered, / am that piihlican. I went on, and

told him, that he muft have recourfe to Jefus Chrift ; he

replied, / place my hope folely in the merits of Chrijl, I

began to repeat in German a prayer addreifed to Jefus

the mediator ; he followed me in a very low voice, witk

his hands clafped. Soon after, he expired."

Thus died this extraordinary perfon, Augufi: 28, 1645.

His remains were carried to Delf, and depofited in the

tomb of his anceftors.

Notwithftanding the various embafQes in Vv?hich Gro-

tius was employed, he formed a proje(£l of uniting all the

religious denominations in Chriftendom. Amidil all the

bufy and perplexing fcenes of his life, he found time af-

fiduoufly to ftudy the Sacred Scriptures. They were his

confolation in prifon, and he always devoted a part of the

day to their perufal. He publiihed a '* Commentary on

the Old and New Tellaments ;" and alfo a celebrated

« Treatife on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion."

This work was received with univeifal applaufc ; it was

written in the Dutch language ; and tranllated by Gro-

tius into Latin. It was tranflated by others into French,

German, Englifli, and even Greek. The Roman catho-

lic monks tranflated it into Perfian, in order to make ufs
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of it in converting the mahometans. It was alfo tranflat-

ed into the Turkifn, Chinefe, Flemirti, Danilli, and in the

language of Malacca.

To one who admired his great indullry, Grotius re-

turned this anfw'er, " Ah ! I have confumed much of my

life in laborioufly doing nothing." And to another,

who enquired of his learning and wifdom what courfe to

take, he folemnly anfwered, " Beferious,^*

Life of Grot'ius.—Biographical Dl&lonary,

Vol VIL—Bayk's Hljlorlcal Dialonary,

BLAISE PASCAL.
Blaise Pascal, one of the greateft geniufes, and befl

Writers France has produced, was born in Clermont, Averg-

ne, 1623. His father, a learned man and able mathe-

matician, quitted his office of prefident of the courts of

aids in his province, and fettled at Paris, that he might

be entirely at leifure for the inftrudlion of his fon, who

never had any other preceptor. From liis infancy, he ex-

hibited proofs of a very extraordinary capacity ; for he

delired to know the reafon of every thing, and when good

reafons were not given him he Vv'ould feek for better, nor

would he ever yield his affent, but upon fuch as appeared

to him well founded. There was reafon to fear, from his

peculiar turn ,of mind, that he would fall into fcepticifni

;

but he always confined his curiofity to things natural.

For his maxim was, " That every thing, which is the ob-

jed of faith cannot be the objed of reafon, and much lefs

fubjed to it." Hence he never was moved with the dif-
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•ourfes of free thinkers, who, he faid, " were a fort of

people who knew not the nature of faith, but were pofTefF-

cd with this falfe principle, that human reafon was above

all things.''

The accounts which are given of his learning the math-

ematics, as well as the progrefs he early made in the

fciences, appear almoil miraculous. His father, perceiv-

ing in him an extraordinary inchnation to reafoning, was

apprehenfive that the knowledge of the mathematics

would retard his learning the languages. He kept him

therefore as much as pofiible from the fludy of geometry j

and locked up all his books of that kind. He could not

however make his fon forbear mufing upon proportions ;•

and one day furprized him at work, with charcoal upon

his chamber floor, and in the midfl: of figures. He afl^ed

him what he was doing. I am fearching, fays Pafcal, for

fuch a thing, which v/as juft the thirty fecond propofition

of the firft book of Euclid. He had, from henceforth,

full hberty to indulge his genius in mathematical purfuits.

He wrote a treatife of conic feclrions, at fixteen years o£

age ; which was accounted by the moft learned a mighty

effort of genius. At the age of nineteen, he Invented an

admirable arithm.etical machine, which was highly cele-

brated : and at tweaty five, having feen the *TernicelIiaa

cube, he invented and tried many novel and ftrange ex-

pe-riments.

This great man was alfo a profound reafon er; and a;

fublime and elegant writer. In company, he v/as diftin-

guifhed by his eafy, agreeable, and inllrudlive manner of

* So called from Ternicelli, an illuftrlous mathematician, and jgl*>

lefoplier of Italy, who was born b 1608,.

Cz
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Gonverfing, and by his great modefly. He poffeffed a

natural eloquence, which was almoft irrefiftible.

After he had laboured abundantly in mathematical and

philofophical difquifitions, he entirely forfook thofe

ftadies, and all human learning, at once ; and determined

to know nothing for the future, but Jefus Chrift, and him

crucified. He was not twenty four years of age, when

the reading of fome pious books induced him to form this

refolution ; and he became as great a devotee, as any age

has produced. His piety however was tindlured with

fuperilition ; and his philofophy confifted in renouncing

all pleafure, and every fuperfluity. The whole regula-

tion of his life was founded upon his flrid adherence to

thefe rules.

Pafcal's charity to the poor was remarkably extenfive ;

for he faid Jefus Chrift would judge the world upon the

performance or negleft of charity ; hence he gave alms

ciften even out of his own neceffary fubfiftence.

He faid, *< the Holy Scripture was only intelligible to

thofe who poffeffed reftifude of heart ;" and he applied

himfelf fo attentively to the perufal of the facred pages,

that he knew all the Bible by heart.

The celebrated Eayle calls Pafcal a " paradox in the

human fpecies ; and aflerts, that an hundred volumes of

fermons, are not of fo much avail as a fimple account of

his life. His humility and devotion, fays he, " mortified

the libertines more, than if they had been attacked by a

dozen miffionaries ; for they cannot now tell us, that none

but fmall geniufes have any piety.'*

Though this great man had in a m.anner abftraded

feiiTifelf from the world, he could net forbear paying fuine
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attention to what was tranfading on the bufy ftage of

fife ; and he even interefted himfclf in the conteft between

the jefuits and janfenifts. By his " Provincial Letters,"

pubhflied in 1656, he makes the principles of the former

the fubjed of his ridicule. Thefe letters have been con-

fidered as the models of wit and eloquence, and tranflated

into various languages.

Animated with zeal for the caufe of chriflianity, Pafcal

began a work againft atheifts and infidels, but did not

live to digeft the materials he had coUeded. Soon after

he had flcetched out the plan of his intended publication,

he fell into a languifliing diflemper, which continued dur-

ing the four laft years of his hfe ; and though it did not

entirely confine him, rendered him incapable of applying

to bufinefs of any kind : and it became the anxious office

of his friends, to keep him from writing or converfmg on

any fubjefts, which required mental energy, and intenfe

application. What was found on this fubjeft among his

papers, was publifhed under the title of " Thoughts on

Religion."

This eminently pious man, towards the clofe of his life,

employed himfelf wholly in religious and moral refie6;ions,

fome of which he committed to writing. He declared in

his illnefs, that " if he recovered, he was determined to

have no other occupation, or employment, except what

fhould be for the fervice of the poor, during the remainder

of his hfe.'* He alfo furprized and edified his attendants

by his admirable patience and refignation : during his

mod painful hours he would often fay, *' ficknefs is the

natural flate of a chriCcian. They ought always to be

free from ambition and avarice ; and in continual expe^ia-
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tion of death ; and is it not a great happinefs to be hj

neceflity in that flate we ought to be in ; and to have

nothing elfe to do, but humbly and patiently to fubmit

to It ? For this reafon, all I aflc is to befeech God to grant

me this favour." In one of the prayers, compofed near

the clofe of his life, he fays, " I pray not that thou wouldell

give me either health, or ficknefs, life or death, but that

thou v/ouldeft difpofe of my health, my ficknefs, my life,

and my death, for thy glory, and for my own eternal wel-

fare. Thou alone knowefl: what is expedient for me ;

thou art my fovereign mafter and Lord : guide and gov-

ern me at thy pleafure."

Pafcal died at Paris in 1662, aged thirty nine years.

See Life of Pafcal in two volumes, ivntte»

by Madam Perier his/fler.

JOHN S ELD EN.

John Selden, an Enghfh gentleman of moft extenfivc

knowledge and prodigious learning, was defcended from

a good family, and born in Salvinton in Suffex, in 1584.

He was educated at the free fchool in Chichefler ; and

at fixteen, fent to Hart Hall in Oxford, where he con-

tinued about three years. Then he entered himfelf of

Chfford's Inn, London, in order to ftudy the law ; and

about two years after removed to the Inner Temple,

where he foon acquired a vafl: reputation, for his abilities

and learning. He was a great philologift, antiquary,

herald, and linguifl ; and his reputation v/as fo great, not

only at home, but in foreign countries, til at he actually
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became, what he was afterwards ufually ftyled, " the great

didator of learning to the Englifli nation."

In 162 1, King James being difpleafed with the parlia-

ment, and having imprifoned feveral members, whom he

fufpe£led of oppofing his meafures, ordered Selden like-

wife to be committed to the ciiftody of the fherifF of Lon-

don ; for though he was not then a member of the houfe

of commons, yet he had been fent for and confulted by

them, and had given his opinion very llrongly in favour

of their privileges, in oppofition to the court. However,

by the intereft of Andrews, biihop of Wiiichefler, he

was fet at Hberty in five weeks. He then returned to

his lludies, and wrote and pubHflied feveral learned

works.

This great man was chofen member of the houfe of

commons in 1623, and continued for feveral years. He
was repeatedly imprifoned for oppofing the court party ;

yet thofe various imprifonments and tumults gave no in-

terruption to his ftudies.

In 1643, ^^ ^^^^ appointed one of the lay members to

lit in the afTembly of divines in Wellminfter, and fre-

quently perplexed thofe divines with his vail learning.

Selden was f]<;illed in all laws, human and divine
; yet he

feldom or ever appeared at the bar, but fome times gave

counfel in his chamber. His attachment to his books,

together with his great love of eafe, made him indifferent,

if not averfe, to pofts and preferments.

In 1654, his health began to decline ; and he died,

November 30th, that year. He was buried in the temple

church, where a monument was eredled to him ; and

Archbifhop Ufher preached his funeral fermon. He left
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a moll valuable and curious library to his executors, whick

they gave to the univerfity of Oxford.

This celebrated writer, on his death bed, fent for Arch-

bifhop U flier, and in the courfe of a mofl. ferious and af-

fecting converfation afTured him, that " he had accurately

furveyed almoft every part of literature and fcience, that

was held in the higheft eftimation by the fons of men ;

that he had a lludy filled with the mod valuable books

and manufcripts in the world, and yet that, at that time,

he could not recolle£i one fingle paffage, out of any book

in this large coUeftion, upon which he could reft his foul,

or from which he could derive one ray of confolation, ex-

cept fome he had met with in the Holy Scriptures ; and

that the paffage Vv^hich made the deepeft impreflion on his

mind was, Titus ii. ii, 12. For the grace of God that

bringeth falvation, hath appeared to all men ; teaching

us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, we fhould

live foberly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent world ;

jooking for the bleffed hope and glorious appearing of

the great God, and of our faviour Jefus Chrift ; who

gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini-

quity, and purify to himfelf a peculiar people zealous of

good works."

The earl of Clarenden, Selden's intimate friend, gives

the following teftimony in his favour. " Mr. Selden was

a perfon," fays he, " whom no charafter can flatter, or

tranfmit in any expreflions equal to his merit and virtue.

He was of fuch ftupendous learning, in all kinds and in all

languages, as may appear from his excellent and tranfcend-

ent writings, that a man would have thought he had beea

entirely couvcrfant among books, and had never fpent am
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hour but in reading or writing ; yet his humanity, courte*

fy, and affability were fuch, that he would have been

thought to have been bred in the befl courts, but that his

good nature, charity and dehght in doing good, and in

communicating all he knew, exceeded that breeding. If

he had fome infirmities with other men, they were weighed

down with wonderful and prodigious abilities and excel-

lencies in the other fcale."

His works were publifhed by Dr. David Wilkins, and

printed at London in three volumes foho, but generally

bound in fix, 1726.

Biographical DiBionaryi VoL XIIL'^Powtr

of Religion.—Britifi Plutarch*

JOHN WINTHROP, Es^,

Among the many eminent laymen, who have immortal-

ized their names by their zealous exertions in the caufe

of religion, a number of the firft fettlers of New England

hold a diftinguiihed rank. The following exccellent men

are felefted from a coUedlion of worthies, who quitted

England that they might worfliip God agreeably to the

dilates of their confciences.

John Winthrop, Efq. firft governour of Maffachu-

fetts, was defcended from ?. family remarkable for its at-

tachment to the reformed religion, from the earlieft period

of the reformation. He \vasbom at Groton, in Suffolk,

June 12, 1587. He was bred to the law, though he had

a very ftrong inclination to theological lludies. At the

age of eighteen he was made a juftice of the peace, and
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his virtues became confpicuous. He was exemplary, in

his profelfion, as an upright and impartial magiHrate, and,

in his private chara6ler, as a chriflian. He had wifdom to

difcern, and fortitude to do right in the execution of his

office ; and, as a gentleman, was remarkable for liberality

and hofpitality. Thefe quahties rendered him dear to

men of fobriety and religion, and fitted him to engage in

the great and difficult work of founding a colony.

When the defign of fettling a colony in New England

was by fome eminent perfons undertaken, this gentleman

was, by the confent of all, chofen for their leader. Hav-

ing converted a fine eftate of fix or feven hundred pounds

fterhng per annum into money, he embarked for New
England in the forty third year of his age, and arrived at

Salem with the MafTachufetts charter June 12, 1630.

He was chofen governour in 1631, and continued the

three following years, by annual ele£lion, at the head of

the government, for which office he was eminently quali-

fied, and in which he fhone with a luftre, which would

have done him honour in a larger fphere, and more ele-

vated fituation. He was the father, as well as governour,

of an infant plantation. His time, his fludy, his exer-

tions, his influence, and his interefl, were all employed in

the public fervice. His wifdom, patience, and magna-

nimity, were exhibited in the mofl fevere trials, and his

exemplary behaviour as a chriflian added a fplendour to

all his other qualifications.

He v/as an example to the people of that frugality,

decency, and temperc:nce, which were neceffary in their

circumflances, and even denied himfelf many of the ele-

gancies and fuperfluities of Hfe, which his rank and for-
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tone gave him a juft title to enjoy, both that he might

fet them a proper example, and be the better enabled to

exercife that liberality, in which he delighted.

In the adminiilration of juftice, he was for tempering

the feverity of law with the exercife of mercy. He judg-

ed that, in an infant plantation, juftice fhould be adminif-

tered with more lenity than in a fettled ftate. But when

other gentlemen of learning and influence had taken of-

fence at his moderation, and adopted an opinion that a

ilri6ler difciphne was neceffary, he fubmitted to theirjudg-

ment, and ftridly adhered to the propofals which were

made to fupport the dignity of government, by an appear-

ance of union and firmnefs, and a concealment of differ-

ences and diffentions among the public officers.

Governour Winthrop exhibited the utmoft gentle-

nefs and condefcenfion on various occafions, when his fer-

vices to the colony met with ungrateful returns ; and of-

ten overcame his enemies by his kindnefs and generofitr,

yet when the honour of government or religion, and the

intereft of the people were concerned, he was equally firm

and intrepid, ftanding foremoft in oppofition to thofe

whom he judged to be public enemies, though in the dif-

guife of warm and zealous friends. In this light he view-

ed the famous Mrs. Anna Hutchinfon ; he faw the perni-

cious influence of the controverfy (he introduced with re-

gret, and feared that if it were fuffered to prevail, it would

endanger the exiftence of the colony. A fynod was call-

ed in 1637, who came to an amicable agreement in con-

demning Mrs. Hutchinfon*s fentiments, and banifliing her

and her adherents. This ad of feverity the court thought

HecefTary for the peace of the commonwealth. Toleration

D
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had not then been introduced into any of the proteftant

countries, and even the wifeft and bell of men were appre-

hcnfive that it would introduce errour and mifchief.

Before Governour Winthrop left England, he was of

a more cathoHc fpirit than fome of his brethren ; after he

came to America he fell in with the reigning principle of

intollerancy, which almoft all the reformers unhappily re-

tained, as a relic of the perfecuting church from which

they had feparated. As he advanced in life, he refumed

his former moderation. In the time of his laft ficknefs,

when Dudley, the deputy governour, preffed him to fign an

order for the banifliment of a perfon who was deemed het-

erodox, he refufed, faying that " he had done too much

of that work already."

Having devoted the greateft part of his intereft to the

fervice of the public, and fuffering many lofes by accidents,

and by leaving the management of his private affairs to

unfaithful fervants, whilft his time and attention were em-

ployed in the public bufmefs, his fortune was fo much im-

paired, that fome years before his death he was obliged

to fell the mod of his eftate for the payment of an accu-

mulated debt. He alfo met with much affli£lion in his

family, having buried three wives and fix children. Thefe

troubles, joined with the oppofition and ill treatment which

he frequently met with from fome of the people, fo much

affected his health and fpirits, that he perceived a decay

of his facuhies feven years before he reached his grand

climateric, and often fpoke of his approaching dilTolution,

with a calm refignation to the will of Heaven. At length,

when he had entered the fixty third year of his age,

a fever occafioned by a cold, after one month^s
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confinement, put an end to his life on the 26th of

March, 1649.

Governour Winthrop kept an exaft journal of the

occurrences and tranfa6iions of the colony during his refi-

dence in it. This journal was of great fervice to feveral

hiftorians. It is ftill in pofTefQon of the Connedicut branch

of the family, and was pubUftied at Hartford, in 1790.

Belhnap^s Jmerkan Biography^ Vol IL

WILLIAM BRADFORD, EsSj

William Bradford, Efq. was born in 1588, at An-

fterfield, an obfcure village in the north of England. His

parents dying when he was very young, he was educated

in the praftice of agriculture.

At twelve years of age, his mind became ferioufly im-

prefTed with divine truth in reading the Scriptures ; and,

as he increafed in years, a native firmnefs enabled him to

vindicate his opinions againfl oppofition. Being ftigma-

tized as a feparatift, he was obhged to bear the frowns of

his relatives, and the ridicule of his neighbours. Nothing

however could divert or intimidate him from attending

the miniilry of Mr. Richard CHfton, and conneding him-

felf with the church over which he and Mr. Robinfon

prcfided.

When he was eighteen years old, he refolved to mi-

grate to Holland, and at length, after various dif&culties,

was permitted to join the brethren at Amfterdam.

When the church of Leyden contemplated a removal

to America, Mr. Bradford zealoully engaged in the un-
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dertaking, and came with the firft company in 1620, to

Cape Cod. Whilft the fhip lay in that harbour, he was

one of the foremoll in the feveral hazardous attempts to

lind a proper place for the feat of the colony, in one of

which, he, with others of the principal perfons, narrowly

efcaped the deflrudlion which threatened their fhallop.

After the fudden death of governour Carver, he was

chofen governour of the infant colony of Plymouth. He

was then in the thirty third year of his age. His wifdom,

piety, fortitude, and goodnefs of heart were fo confpicu-

ous as to merit the fincere love of the people ; and, except-

ing three years, he was annually chofen governour as

long as he Hved.

He continued to enjoy his health till the autumn of

1656, when he began to decline, and as the fpring ad-

vanced he became weaker, but felt not any acute illneft

till the beginning of May.

After a diflrefling day, his mind was in the following

night fo elevated with the idea of futurity, that he faid

to his friends in the morning, « God has given me a

pledge of my happinefs in another world, and the firfl;

fruits of eternal glory." The enfuing day, being the

ninth of May, 1657, he died in the fixty ninth year of

his age ; and was greatly lamented by the people of

Plymouth, and the neighbouring colonies.

In addition to what is faid of Mr. Bradford's charac-

ter, it may be obferved, that he poflefTed a llrong mind,

a found judgment, and a tenacious memory. Though

not favoured with a liberal education, he was of a very

ftudious turn. The French and Dutch languages were

familiar to him, and he attained a confiderable knowledge
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of the Latin and Greek ; but he more afliduoufly lludied

the Hebrew, becaule he faid " he would fee with his own

eyes the ancient oracles of God/'

He was well acquainted with hiflory and philofophy ;

but theology was his favourite ftudy. He was able to

manage the polemic part of it with much dexterity ; and

was particularly vigilant againft the fedaries, which in-

habited the colonies, though by no means fevere or intole-

rant, as long as they continued peaceable. He chofe

rather to confute them by argument, and guard the peo-

ple againft receiving their tenets, than to fupprefs themt

by violence, or cut them offby the fword of the magiftracy.

He wrote, " A Hiftory of Plymouth People and

Colony," beginning with the firft formation of the church

in 1602, and ending in 1646*

Belknap's American Biography, Vol. IL

JOHN WINT H RO P, Es^.

John Winthrop, Efq. eldeft fon of Go7ernour Win-

throp, was born at Groton in Suffolk, Feb. 12, 1605.

His fine genius was much improved by a liberal education

in the univerfities of Cambridge and Dublin ; and by

travelling through moft of the European kingdoms as far

as Turkey. He came to New England, with his father's

family, November 4th, 163 1 ; and was, by the unani-

mous choice of the freemen, appointed a magiftrate of the

colony, of which his father was governour. He rendered

many fervices to the country, both at home and abroad,

particularly in 1636, when, returning to England, he waa-

D ^
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by flrefs of weather forced into Ireland, where meeting

with many influential perfoHS, he had an opportunity to

promote the intereft of the colony by their means.

The next year he returned to New England, with pow-

ers from the Lords Say and Brook, to fettle a plantation

on Connefticut river. But finding that fome other wor-

thy perfons from the Maflachufetts had already removed,

and others were about removing, to make a fettlement on

that river, at Hartford and Weathersfield, he gave them

no difturbance ; but having made an amicable agreement

with them, he built a fort at the mouth of the river, and

furniflied it with the artillery and ftores, which had been

fent over, and begun a town there, which, from the two

lords who had a principal fhare in the undertaking, was

called Saybrook.

When they had formed themfelves into a body politic,

they honoured him with an eledion to the magiftracy, and

afterwards chofe him governour of the colony. At the

reftoration of King Charles IL he undertook a voyage to

England, in behalf of the people of Connedicut and New

Haven. By his prudent addrefs he obtained from the

king a charter, incorporating both colonies into one, with

a grant of privileges and powers of government fuperi-

our to any plantation, which had been fettled in America.

The people at his return expreffed their gratitude, by eledl-

ing him governour fourteen years together, till his death.

Mr. Winthrop's genius led him to philofophical inquir-

ies, and his opportunities of converfmg with learned men

abroad furnifhed him with a rich variety of knowledge,

particularly in the mineral kingdom. Some of his valua-

ble communications, which were publifhed in the Phila-
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fophical Tranfa6lions, procured him the honour of being

ele£led a member of the Royal Society.

His many valuable qualifications as a gentleman, a phi-

lofopher, a chrlftian, and a public ruler, procured him the

univerfal refpeft of the people under his government ; and

his unwearied attention to public bufinefs, and great un-

derftanding in the art of government, was of unfpeakable

advantage to them. Being one of the Commiffioners of

the United Colonies of New England, in the year 1676,

in the firft general Indian war, as he was attending the

fervice at Bofton, he was feized with a fever, of which he

died in the feventy firft year of his age. He was hon-

ourably buried in the fame tomb with his excellent father.

Belknap's American Biographyy Vol, 11%

THOMAS BROWNE,
Thomas Browne was born at London, in the yea?"

1605. Having completed his academical ftudies, he

turned his attention to phyfic, and pradifed it fome time

in OxfordOiire ; but foon afterwards quitted his fettle-

ment, and travelled to Ireland, from whence he paffed into

France and Italy ; made fome ftay at Montpelier and

Padua, which were then the celebrated fchools of phyfic ;

and returning home through Holland, was created doc-

tor of phyfic at Leyden.

About the year 1634, he is fuppofed to have returned

to London ; and the next year, to have written his celebrat-

ed treatife, called Religio Medici, The Religion of a Phyji-

cianf which he declares hirafelf never to have intended for
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the prefs, having compofed it only for his own exercifc

and entertainment. It indeed contains many paffages,

which, relating merely to his own perfon, can be of no

great importance to the public. He however communi-

cated it to his friends, and, as the manufcript was highly-

applauded, he was not very diligent to obftruft his own

praife, by recalling his papers, till at laft, without his owd

confent, they were in 1 642 given to a printer.

This work was no fooner publifhed, than it excited the

attention of the public. The authors of the Biographia

Britanica obferve, that " there hardly ever was a book

pubHfhed in Britain, that made more noife than Rel'tgto

Medicif the novelty of the ftyle, the brilliancy of the fenti-

ments, and the neat turn of the language, llruck the lov-

ers of polite literature with unufual delight."

This book was tranflated into Latin, Italian, German,

Dutch, and French, and raifed its author many admirers,

and many enemies. An anfwer was written under the

title of Medicus Medicatus, by Alexander Rofs, which was

imiverfally neglected.

Browne married, in 1641, a lady of a good family in

Norfolk, whofe turn of mind was congenial to his own.

In 1646, he publifhed *' Inquiries into Vulgar and

Common Errours." This book, like the former, was re-

ceived with great applaufe.

In 1665, he was chofen honorary fellow of the college

of phyficians, " as a man eminently embellifhed with litera-

ture and virtue," and in 1671, received at Norwich the

honour of knighthood from Charles II.

It is obfervable, that he, who in his earlier years had

read all the books againfl religion, was, in the latter part
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of his life, averfe to controverfies. Upon which Dr.

Johnfon obferves, ** to play with important truths, to dif-

turb the repofe of eflablilhed tenets, to fubtihze obje(5lions,

and elude proofs, is too often the fport of youthful vanity,

of which maturer experience often repents. There is %

time, when every man is weary of raifing difficulties only

to tadi himfelf with the folution ; and defires to enjoy

truth, without the labour or hazard of conteft. There

is, perhaps, no better method of encountering the trouble-

fome eruptions of fcepticifm, with which inquifitive minds

are frequently harraffed, than that which Browne declares

himfelf to have taken.*' " If there arife any doubts in

my way, 1 do forget them ; or at leaft defer them, till

my better fettled judgment, and more manly reafon be

able to refolve them : for I perceive every man's reafon is

his beft CEdipus, and will, upon a reafonable truce, find

a way to loofe thefe bonds, wherein all the fubtilties of

errour have enchained our more flexible, and tender judg-

ment."

Dr. Browne lived in high reputation, till in his feventy

fwith year he was feized with a cholic, which, having tor-

tured him about a week, put an end to his life at Norwich,

on his birth day, 1682. wSome of his laft .words were ex-

preffions of fubmiffion to the will of God, and fearlefsnefs

of death.

The particular excellencies of his chara<S^er are delineat-

ed by his friend, Mr. Whitefoot, who publifhed an ac-

count of his hfe. His latter biographer. Dr. Johnfon,

obferves, " that it is not on the praifes of others, but on

his own writings, that he is to depend for the efteem of

pofterity j of which he will not eafily be deprived, while
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learning fhall have any reverence among men : for there

is no fcience, in which he does not difcover fome fldll ; and

fcarce any kind of knowledge, facred or profane, abftrufe

or elegant, which he does not appear to have cultivated

with fuccefs ;" and, " that there is fcarcely a writer to be

found, whofe profeffion is not divinity, that has fo fre-

quently teftified his belief of the facred writings, has ap-

pealed to them with fuch unlimited fubmiffion, or mention-

ed them with fuch unvaried reverence."

In his Relig'io Medici he declares, that he affumed the

honourable title of a ** chriftian, not becaufe it is the re-

ligion of his country, but becaufe, having in his riper

years and confirmed judgment feen and examined all, he

finds himfelf obliged by the principles of grace, and the

laws of his own reafon, to embrace no other name than

this." To fpecify his perfuafion yet further, he tells us,

that he is *< of the reformed rehgion ; of the fame behef

our Saviour taught, the apoftles difieminated, the fathers

authorized, and the martyrs confirmed :*' he exprefled

his gratitude to heaven, ** that he lived not in the days

of miracles, when faith had been thruil upon him ; but

enjoyed that greater bleffing pronounced on all who fee

not and yet believe."

yohnfons Worhs.—Browne^s Religio Medici,

JOHN MILTON.
John Milton, a moll illuftrious Englifh poet, was de-

fcended from an ancient family. His grandfather, a zeal-

ous papift, enjoyed an appointment in the forell of Shot-
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over ; but his father being cruelly difinherited on account

of his embracing the proteflant faith, fettled in London

as a fcrivener ; and in Bread Street, John, his eldell fon,

was born, in 1608.

After receiving a domeftic education for fome time, un-

der a worthy clergyman, he was removed to St. Paul's

fchool, where by indefatigable application he made an ex-

traordinary progrefs in claflical learning. From his

twelfth year he devoted the greateft part of the night to

ftudy, and laid the foundation of thofe diforders, which

afterwards terminated in total blmdnefs.

In his fixteenth year Milton was admitted to Chrift's

College, Cambridge. He had compofed fome beautiful

Latin poems before he removed to the univerfity ; and

the greateft part of his compofitions, in that line and lan-

guage, were produced during the period he continued

there.

After he quitted the univerfity, he retired to Horton,

in Buckinghamfliire, where he profecuted his ftudies with

unparelleled afiiduity and fuccefs. His father had dcf-

tined him for the church, but as he had early imbibed

notions unfavourable to the hierarchy, this defign was

fruftrated.

After the death of his mother, he obtained his father's

confent to travel. His literary talents were highly ap-

plauded at Florence. In his fecond journey to Rome,

he was informed by fome of his friends, that the Englifh

jefuits were incenfed again ft him, for the freedom of his

difcourfes on religious fubjedts, and was cautioned to be-

ware of their malice. *
' I have made it a rule,** faid Mil-

ton, " never to ftart a religious fubjed in this country, but
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if 1 were queftioned concerning my faith, never to diflem-

ble, whatever I might fufFer.'* He therefore afted as be-

fore, neither obtruding nor fhunning controverfy ; and was

fuffered to continue his travels without moleftation.

His purpofe was to have vifited Sicily and Greece ;

but receiving intelligence of the differences between the

king and parhament, he felt it inconfiftent with his prin-

ciples to continue abroad, even for the improvement of

his mind, whilft his countrymen were contending for lib-

erty at home.

At his return, he began to engage in the controverfies

of the times. In 1641, he publifhed a treatife of Refor-

mation, in two books, againft the eftablifhed church.

His next work was, " The Reafon of Church Govern-

ment urged againft Prelacy." In this book he difcovers,

not with oftentatious exultation, but with calm confidence,

his high opinion of his own powers, and promifes to under-

take fomething, he yet knows not what, that may be of

ufe and honour to his country. " This,'* fays he, " is not

to be obtained, but by devout prayer to that Eternal

Spirit, that can enrich with all utterance and knowledge,

and fends out his feraphim with the hallowed fire of his

altar, to touch and purify the lips of whom he pleafes.

To this muft be added, induftrious and feled reading,

fteady obfervation, and infight into all feemly, and gener-

ous arts and affairs ; till which in fome meafure be com-

paffed, I refufe not to fuftain this expectation.'* Dr.

Johnfon remarks, that, " from a promife like this, at once

fervid, pious, and rational, might be expeded the

Paradife Loft."

In 1643, he married ; but whatever were his engage-
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ments, civil or domeftic, poetry was never long out of his

thoughts. In 1645, a colledion of his Latin and Eng-

lifli poems appeared, in which the Allegro and Penferofo,

with fome others, were firft pubhfhed. The " Malic of

Comus" is the greateft of his juvenile performances.

After writing a number of tra<9;s upon political fubje(5ls,

he began a Hiftory of England, but was prevented from

proceeding in it, by being taken into the fervice of the

commonwealth, and made Latin fecretary to the council

of ftate. He had now been blind for fome years ; but

fuch was the vigour of his intelleft, that he was able to

difcharge this office, or continue his controverfies. His

mind was too eager to be diverted, and too flrong to be

fubdued.

After the reftoration, he fpent the remainder of his life

in ftudy and retirement : and clofely applied himfelf to

finifti Paradife Loft ; which he had begun to reduce to

its prefent form about 1655. He completed and pub-

lifhed it in 1^67. Three years after, he pubhfhed his

" Hiftory of England ;" and in 1670, " Paradife Re-

gained," to which was added <* Samfon Agoniftes,** a

dramatic poem.

In 1673, he publifhcda treatife oftrue religion, herefy,

fchifm, toleration, and the beft means to prevent the

growth of popery.

A life of indefatigable ftudy, which had been expofed

to various viciflitudes, haftened the death of this eminent

man. When he had attained his fixty fifth year, the

gout, with which he had been long tormented, prevailed

over the enfeebled powers of nature. He died by a quiet

and filent expiration, about the tenth of November, 1674,

E
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at his houfe in Burnhill Fields. His funeral was very

honourably, and numeroufly attended.

It is allowed by all, that Milton^s learning was immenfc.

He read all the languages, which are confidered either as

learned or polite ; Hebrew, with its two dialefts, Greek,

Latin, Italian, French, and Spanifh. In Latin his fldll

was fuch as places him in the firft rank of writers and

critics ; and he appears to have cultivated ItaUan with

uncommon diligence.

His charadler as an epic poet is thus admirably fummed

up by Dr. Johnfon. " The higheft praife of genius is

original invention, Milton cannot be faid to have con-

trived the flruAure of an epic poem, and therefore owes

reverence to that vigour and amplitude of mind, to which

all generations muft be indebted for the art of poetical nar-

ration, for the texture of the fable, the variation of inci-

dents, the interpofition of dialogue, and all the ftratagems

that furprife and enchain attention. But of ail borrowers

from Homer, Milton is perhaps the leaft indebted. He
was naturally a thinker for himfeif ; confident of his owa

abilities, and difdainful of help or hindrance : he did not

refufe admiflion to the thoughts or images of his prede-

ceffors, but he did not feek them. From his contempora-

ries he neither courted nor received fupport ; there is in

his writings nothing by which the pride of other authors

might be gratified, or favour gained ; no exchange of

praife, no felicitation of fupport. His great works were

performed under difcountenance, and in blindnefs, but

difficulties vanillied at his touch ; he was born for whatev-

er is arduous ; and his work is not the greatefl of heroic

poems, only becaufe it is not the firfl."
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Mr. Hayley, his latter biographer, thus delineates his

moral and religious charader. <' Milton was perhaps of

all mortals the lead felfifh, he contended for religion,

without feeking emoluments from the church ; he con-

tended for the ftate, without aiming at any civil or military

employment." He praifes, with becoming warmth, his

Heady and ardent attachment to what he fuppofed to be

the caufe of truth andjuilice ; and makes the mofl: candid

apologies for his human frailties and imperfections.

"There is," he obferves, " one charafteriilic of this

great man, which ought to be confidered as the chief

fource of his happinefs and his fame ; that is, his early

and perpetual attachment to religion. It mufl gratify ev-

ery chriRian to reflect, that the man of our country,

moft eminent for energy of mind, for intenfenefs of ap-

plication, and frankncfs and intrepidity in afierting what

he believed to be the caufe of truth, was fo conilanlly de-

reted to chrifdanity, that he appears to have made the

Bible not only the rule of his conduft, but the prime di-

rcdor of his genius. His poetry flowed from the Scrip-

ture, as if his unparalleled poetical powers had been exprefT-

ly given him by Heaven, for the purpofe of imparting to

religion fuch luftre as the mofl: fplendid of human faculties

fould beflow."

JohnforCs Lives ofthe Poets.—Hayley^s Life ofMiltoa.

MATTHEW HALE,
Matthew Hale, lord chief juftice of England,

was born in Gloucefl;er(hire, in the year 1 609. His fa-
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ther was a barrifter of Lincoln's Inn, who was eminently

diftinguifhed for integrity and piety. Both his parents

dying in his childhood, he was left to the care of a rela-

tion, who paid the utmoft attention to his education. In

the year 1626, he was fent to Magdalen Hall in Oxford,

where for fome time he was very afliduous in his ftudies,

and made uncommon proficiency, until fome flrolling

players arrived at the univerfity, and his fondnefs for the-

atrical amufement diverted his attention from his ftudies,

and induced him to turn his thoughts to a military life.

At length Serjeant Granvile, an eminent lawyer, perfuaded

him to give up this plan, and apply himfelf to the fludy of

the law ; and in the year 1629, he was admitted into Lin-

cohi's Inn. In order to compenfate for the time he had

ioil by indolence and diflipation, he now applied himfelf

to learning with the utmoft afliduity, and ftudied, as it is

faid, fifteen hours in the day, for many years.

This unalterable refolution to reform his life originated

from another extraordinary incident. During the time of

his ftudies, being in fome jovial company, a fellow ftudent

of his drank to fuch excefs, that he fell down apparently

dead ;
young Hale was fo much affefted, that he retired

to pray for the youth's recovery, and for his own forgive-

nefs, in countenancing fuch condu6l, folcmnly vowing, at

the fame tim.e, never more to keep fuch company, nor to

drink an health. His friend recovered, and he religioufly

obfcrved his vow. After this event, there was an entire

change in his difpofition ; he forfook all diffipated com-

pany, and was careful to divide his time between the du-

ties of religion, and of his profeflion.

From the firft time that religious impreflioas fettled
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deeply in his mind, he was didinguiftied for his humility ;

and ufed great caution, to conceal his private exercifes of

devotion : this he did, not only in obedience to the rules

given by our Saviour of fading, praying, and giving alms

in fecret; but from diffidence of himfelf, for he faid,

" He was affraid he fliould, at fome time or other^

do fome enormous thing, which if he were looked on as a

very rehgious man, might caft a reproach on his prof^-

Hon, and give great advantages to impious men, to blaf-

pheme the name of God.'* He ufed, however, conllantly

to worfliip God in his family, performing it always him-

felf, if there was no clergyman prefent. For fix and thir-

ty years he never once failed going to church on tkc

Lord's day.

Mr. Hale's extraordinary talents and virtues gained him

the efteem and friendfhip of the celebrated Mr. Selden, who

engaged him in a more enlarged purfuit of learning, which

he had before confined to his own profefiion. His parts

were quick, his memory tenacious, and his application m-

defatigable ; hence he attained, in addition to his profef-

fional knowledge, a confiderable acquaintance with the

civil law, feveral branches of the mathematics, phyfic, a--

natomy and furgery, experimental philofophy, hiftory

and chronology ; but he appeared to have made divinity

his principal ftudy.

Some time after the civil wars broke out, he v/as called

to the bar, and began to make a figure in the Vv'orld ; but

obferving how difficult it was to preferve his integrity,,

and yet live fecurely, he refolved to follow thofe two max-

ims of Pomponius Atticus, whom he propofed to himfelf"

as a pattern, viz. '* to engage in no faclion, nor meddle iii^

E 2-



54 EXCELLENCE OF THE

any public bufinefs, and conftantly to favour and relieve

thofe that were low^eft." He was employed in his prac-

tice by the party who adhered to King Charles I. and

was or.e of the council to the earl of Strafford, archbifh.op

Laud, and the king himfelf. He alfo generoufly relieved

the loyalifts in their pecuniary diftreffeS. Being uhiverfal-

ly efteemed for the honefty and uprightnefs of his charac-

ter, and regarded as an eminent lawyer, he was entertain-

ed by both parties, the prefbyterians, as well as the loyal-

ifts. In 1643, he took the covenant, and appeared fever-

al times with other laymen among the affembly of divines.

He was then in great efteem with the parliament, and cm-

ployed by them on feveral important affairs. In every fta-

tion in which he was placed, he exhibited the moft inflex-

ible integrity and firmnefs.

After the death of Charles I. he was earneftly impor-

tuned by Cromwell, to take the place of one of the juftices

of the bench ; he had at firfl confiderable fcruples concern-

ing the authority under which he was to ad j but, at

length, was prevailed upon to accept the office, from the

confideration, " that it being abfolutely neceffary to have

fullice and property kept up at all times, it was lawful to

take a commifTion from ufurpers, if he made no declara-

rion of acknowledging their authority,'* which he never

did. Some time after, he was made a judge, in which Ha-

tion he fliowed bis juflice and courage on feveral occafions.

Soon after the refloration, he was knighted by King

Charles II. who conftituted him chief baron of the ex-

tliequer. When the lord chancellor Clarenden delivered

; im his commilTion, he told him, that " if the king could

have found out an honefler and fitter man for that employ-
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ment, he would not have advanced him to it, and that he

had preferred him, becaufe he knew none that deferved it

fo well." He continued eleven years in that office ; and

very much raifed the reputation of the court by his im^?

partial adminiftration of juftice, and alfo by his generofi-

ty,* vafl: diligence, and great exadlnefs in trial. He
would never receive private addreffes or recommendations

from the greatcft perfons, in any caufe where juftice was

concerned. One of the firft peers of England went once

to his chamber, and informed him " that having a fuit in

law to be tried before him, he came to acquaint him with

it, that he might the better underftand it, when it Ihould

be heard in court." The lord chief baron interrupted

him, and declared " that he never received any informa-

tion of caufes but in open court, where both parties were

to be heard ahke." The duke departed greatly diffatif-

fied, and complained to the king. But his majefly order-

ed him ** to content himfelf, that he was no worfe ufed,

and faid, he would have treated himfelf no better, if he

had gone to folicit him in any of his own caufes."

Judge Hale had learnt from Solomon, that " a gift

perverteth the ways of judgment." Hence he conftant-

ly refufed to receive the fmalleft prefents from thofe who

had any caufes to be tried before him.

In the year 167 1, this eminent man was promoted to

the place of lord chief juftice of England. This choice

* Judge Hale laid afide a tenih part of all he obtained for the

poor ; and was afliduoufly careful to find proper objedls for his char-

ities ; literally following our Saviour's diredlion, he gave no enter-

tainments but to the poor. He never went to any public entertain-

ments*



.5<> EXCELLENCE OF THE

vras uniterfally applauded ; for he was valued and admir-

ed by men of all fides and perfuafions. He behaved in

that high ftation virith his ufual ftridnefs, regularity, and

diligence. About five years after his advancement, his

health began to decline, and he made a formal furrender

of his office. During a lingering and painful ficknefs, he-

exhibited the moft exemplary patience and perfed refig-

nation to the will of God. He continued to enjoy the

free ufe of his reafon and underftanding to the laft mo-

ment, which he had often and earneftly prayed for during

his illnefs. He died on the 25th of December, 1676,

aged fixty feven years.

Bifhop Burnet, the writer of Judge Hale's life, con-

cludes his charader in thefe words. " He was one of

the greateft patterns this age has produced, whether

in his private deportment, as a chriftian, or in his public

employments at the bar, or on the bench."

He was twice married, and had ten children, all of

whom he furvived except one fon and a daughter.

This great and good man beheld with deep concern

the impiety and atheifm of the age in which he hved, and

he oppofed it in his writings, as well as by the fhining ex-

ample of his life. Notwithftanding the variety of his

public avocations, he was the author of fourteen different

works, among which were the following, viz. " Contem-

plations, moral and divine.^* " The primitive origina-

tion of mankind, confidered and explained according to

the light of nature." *' His judgment of the nature of

tru€rehgion,thecaufesofitscorruption,and the church's

calamity by men's additions and violences, with the defired

cure." " A treatife concerning provifion for the poor,"'
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«A difcourfe ofthe knowkdge ofGodand of ourfelves,firft

by the light of nature, fecondly, by the facred Scriptures."

Burnetts Life of Hale,—Blographia Britamca,Fel. IV*

Dr. THOMAS SYDENHAM.
Thomas Sydenham, an excellent Englifh phyiician,

was born in Dorfetfhire, in the year 1624. At the age

of eighteen, in 1642, he commenced a commoner of Mag-

dalen Hall in Oxford, where it is not probable, that he

continued long, as he informs us himfelf, that he was

withheld from the univerfity by the commencement of

the war; nor is it known in what ftate of life he engaged,

or where he refided, during the long feries ofpublic com-

motion.

His application to the ftudy of phyfic was, as himfelf

relates, produced by the perfuafive arguments of Dr. Cox,

a phyfician then eminent in London. After he had de-

termined upon the medical profeflion, he retired to the

univerfity at Oxford, where he fpent feveral years in in-

tenfe application to ftudy.

Nor was he fatisfied with the opportunities of knowl-

edge which Oxford afforded, but travelled to Montpelier,

which was then the celebrated fchool of medicine, in

fearch of farther information. In 1648, he was admitted

to the degree of bachelor of phyfic.

When he thought himfelf quaHfied for praAice, he fixed

his refidence at Weftminfter, became do6tor of phyfic at

Cambridge, received a Hcenfe from the college of phyli?

ciiins 5 and lived in the firft degree of reputation and af-
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fluence of pra6lice for many years ; without any other

enemies than thofe he raifed by the fuperiour merit of

his condu£l, the brighter luftre of his abihties, or his im-

provements in medical fcience.

It is a melancholy reflexion, that they who have attain-

ed the highefl reputation, by preferving or reftoring the

health of others, have often been hurried awty before the

natural decline of life, or have pafled many of their years

under the torments of thofe diftempers, which they pro-

fefs to relieve. In this number was Sydenham, whofe

health began to fail in the fifty fecond year of his age, by

the frequent attacks of the gout, to which he was fubjed

for a great part of his life.

He never difcovered any indecent impatience, or un-

manly dejedion under his torments, but fupported him-

felf by the reflexions of philofophy, and the confolations

of religion ; and in every interval of eafe, applied himfelf

to the affiftance of others, with his ufual alTiduity.

After a Hfe thus ufefully employed, he died at his

houfe in Pall Mall, on the 29th of December, 1689, and

was buried in the aiile, near the fouth door of the church

of St. James, at Weftminfter. What was his charadler,

as a phyfician, appears from the treatifes which he left ;

and from them it may likewife be colleded, that his fldll

in phyfic was not his higheft excellence ; that his whole

charafter was amiable ; that he was a firm believer in the

truth of chriftianity ; that his chief view was the benefit

of mankind, and the chief motive of his adlions the will

of God, whom he mentions with reverence, well becom-

ing the moft cnhghtened and m.oft penetrating mind.

Johtifm's Works, Vol IV,
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Honourable ROBERT BOYLE.
Robert Boyle, an eminent philofopher and chemift,

and a truly good man, was the fon of Richard earl of

Cork. He was born in the province of Munfter, in Ire-

land, in the year 1627. When he was nine years old,

his father fent him to England, in order to be educated

at Eton fchool, under Sir Henry Wotton, who was the

carl of Cork's old friend and acquaintance. Here he

foon difcovered a force of underflanding, which promifed

great things, and a difpofition to cultivate and improve it

to the utmoft. The greateft diligence and application to

ftudy, was a diftinguifliing trait of his early hfe. He not

only made a prodigious progrefs in many branches of lit-

erature, but in fome that have been always fuppofed the

moll difficult and abftrufe ; and he has been charafterifed,

as *' the mofl exadl fearcher into the works of nature,

that any age has produced."

Soon after his education was completed, he made a tour

to various parts of Europe. While upon his travels, his

thoughts often turned upon religious fubjecls ; and at

that time he was lo greatly diftreffed with doubts, refpeft-

ing the truth of chriftianity, that he was almoft tempted

to defpair and fuicide. He laboured under this perplex-

ity and melancholy, for a confiderable time ; but at

length, after exerting all the energy of his mind, to make

a fsrious and impartial examination of the fubject, he be-

came confirmed in the belief of the chriilian religion.

Mr. Boyle returned to England in the year 1644, and

applied himfelf with incredible induftry to fludies of vari-

ous kinds : to thofe of natural philofophy and chemiftry

in particular. He completed three excellent pieces be-
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fore he was twenty years of age. He was affiduous in

cultivating the acquaintance of perfons who were dif-

tinguiftied for abilities and learning, to whom he was, in

every refpeft, a ready, ufeful, generous afiiftant, and with

whom he held a conftant correfpondence. He was alfo

©ne of the firft members of that fmall, but learned body

©f men, who, when all academical ftudies were interrupted

by the civil wars, fccreted themfelves, about 1645, ^^^

held private meetings, firft in London, afterwards at Ox-

ford, for the fake of canvaffing fubjefts of natural knowl-

edge, upon that plan of experiment, which Lord Bacon had

delineated. They ftyled themfelves the Philofophical

College ; and, after the reftoration, were incorporated by

the name of the Royal Society.

In 1652, he went to Ireland, to fettle his eftates m that

kingdom. He returned to England in 1654, and fixed

his refidence at Oxford. Here he had the fatisfadion of

finding fociety perfeftly congenial to his tafte ; a num-

ber of his learned friends having reforted thither for the

fame reafons. The Philofophical Society being now

transferred from London to Oxford, it was during his

abode here, that he invented the air pump, which was

perfefted for him, by the ingenious Mr. Hooke, in 1658.

By this he made fuch experiments, as enabled him to dif-

cover and demonftrate feveral qualities of the air, which

laid the foundation for a more complete theory on the

fubjea.

But philofophy, and inquiries into nature, though they

engaged his attention deeply, did not occupy it entirely ;

fmce we find he ftill continued to purfue critical and the-

ological ftudies. Indeed the principal defign of his phi-
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lefophical refcarches, was to raife in himfelf and others,

more fublime conceptions of the greatnefs and glory, and

of the wifdom and goodnefs of God.

Upon the relloration of Charles II. he was treated with

great civility and refped, by the king and his two firfl min-

ifters, Southampton and Clarenden. He was repeatedly

offered a peerage, but did not fee the charms, which forac

have found in a coronet. The lord chancellor Clarenden

urged him to enter into holy orders, of which he had feri-

ous thoughts ; but one reafon which determined him a-

gainft; it, was, that he believed that he might in fome re-

fpei^s be of more fervice to religion by continuing a lay-

man. He knew that infidels objected againft the tedimo-

ny of the clergy, that they were interefled charadlers,

and hoped he might have more influence, from his having

no fhare in the patrimony of the church. He chofc

therefore to purfue his philofophical (Indies in fuch a man-

ner, as might be mofl effectual for the fupport of religion,

and began to communicate to the world the fruits of his

fludies.

The philofophical works of this great man are to«

large to be particularly enumerated in this place. The

celebrated Dr. Boerhaave obfe'-ves, that " to him we ow«

the fecrets of fire, air, water, animals, vegetables, and

foflils : fo that from his works may be deduced the whole

fyftem of natural knowledge.'*

The veneration he had for the facred fcriptures, ap-

pears not only from his making them his conflant fludy,

and exhorting others to perufe them with the fame atten-

tion ; but by a number of valuable performances, which

he wrote in defence of chridianity.

F
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In 1663, he publiflied " Confidcrations on the Style

of the Holy Scriptures." It was an extraft from a larger

v^ork, entitled '* An Effay on Scripture."

In 1673, he pi'hiteda piece that had been written nearly

ten years before, entitled '< The Excellency of Theology,

compared with Natural Philofophy, as both are the obje6l8

of men's ftudy, in an Epiftle to a Friend."

In 1675, ^^ publiflied " Some Obfervations upon the

reconcileablenefs of Reafon and Religion ;" to which was

annexed, " A difcourfe upon the poflibility of the Refur-

reftion."

In 1681, he publiflied his " Difcourfe on things above

R.eafon ;" in which he makes it appear, that feveral thing*-

which we judge to be contrary to reafon, becaufe above

the reach of our underftanding, are not therefore to be

thought unreafonable, becaufe we cannot comprehend

them, fince they may be apparently reafonable to a greater

and more comprehennve underfl:anding.

In 1685, he publiflied a traft, " Of the high veneration

man's intelledl owes to God, peculiarly for his wifdom and

power."

In 1690, he publiflied a mofl; excellent work, entitled

" The Chriftian Virtuofo ;" flievA-ing, that by being ad-

dI6lcd to experimental philofophy, a man is rather aflift-

ed, than indifpofed to be a good chriilian.

Mr. Boyle's zeal for the advancement of chriflianitr,

was alfo exhibited by many and large benefa6lions for that

purpofe. He was at the charge of the tranllation and

imprefiion of the New Teftament in the Malayan lan-

guage, which he fent over all the Eafl Indies. He gave

a noble reward to bim who tnuflated Grotius's valuable
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book, of the " Truth of the Chrlftlan Religion,'' into

Arabic, and was at the charge of a whole imprelTion,

which he ordered to be diftributed in all the countries,

where that language is underftood. He alfo contributed

largely towards carrying on the imprelTion of the New

Teilament in the Turkifh language. He was at feven

hundred pounds charge, in the edition of the Irifh Bible,

which he ordered to be diftributed in Ireland ; and he

contributed largely to the impreffions of both the Welfli

and the Irifh Bible in Scotland. He gave, during hfi

life, three hundred pounds, to advance the defign of propa-

gating the chriftian rehgion in America ; and as foon as

he heard that the Eaft India Company were entertaining*

propofitions for a fimilar defign in the Eaft, he fent a hun-

dred pounds for a beginning, but intended greatly to en-

large his charity, when it was begun in earneft. In hi*

will he ordered, that a liberal provifion fhould be made for

the perfon, who (hould in a few, well digefted fermons,

fet forth the truth of the chriftian rehgion in general,

without defcending to the fubdivilions among chriftians.

In fine, his charities were fo extenfive, that they amounted

to upwards of one thoufand pounds per annum.

As early as the year 1689, this eminent man found his

health and ftrength gradually decline ; but he ftill con-

tinued his ftudies and labours for the welfare of mankind.

In 1 69 1, his complaints became very alarming. He died

on the 30th of December the fame year, aged fixty live.

He had Hved forty years with his fifter, lady Ranelagh,

a woman of great and eminent piety ; and they died within

a few days of each other.

He was buried in St. Martin's church in the Fields,
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Weflminfter, and his funeral fermon was preached by hit

friend, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bifhop of Salifbury, from

Eccles. xi. 26. The bifhop gives a large account of

Mr. Boyle's fincere and unaftcfted piety, and more ef-

pecially of his zeal for the chriftian religion, without

having ** any narrow notions concerning it, or miftaking,

as fo many do, a bigoted attachment to a particular fed,

for that zeal, which is the ornament of a true chriftian.'*

He goes on to mention his large benefacllons for the

"^read of chriftianity ; and thus fpcaks of him in another

place. *' He had tht moft profound veneration for the

great God of heaven and earth, that I ever obferved in

any man. The very name of God was never mentioned

by hiin, without a paufe and a viftble flop in his dif-

courfe ;" and adds, " I might challenge the whole tribe of

libertines, to come and view the ufefulnefs, as well as

excellence of the chriftian religion, in a life that wa«

wfjtirely devoted to it.'*

Biograph'ui Bntannica, FoL IL-—BntiJh Plutanh

.

JOHN LOCKE, Essi,
'

John Locke, Efq. one of the greateft men that Eng-

land ever produced, was defcended from a genteel family

in Somerfctftiire ; he was born at Wrington, near Briftol^

in 1632. His father, who was a lawyer, educated hira

with great ftriftnefs in his infancy, and then fent him to

Weftminfter fchool. At the age of nineteen he became,

ftudent of Chrift Church in Oxford, where he foon dif-

tinguifhed himfelf by the force of his genius, and the va-

t»iety and extent of his acquireme»ts«
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Soon after Mr. Locke left the univerfity he commenced

the ftudy of phyfic, and having finifhed through the pre-

paratory coui-fes, began to praftice in Oxford. But,

finding the ftrength of his conftitution unequal to the

fatigue of this profeflion, he relinquiflied it, and accepted

the office of fecretary to Sir WilHam Swan, who in 1664,

was appointed envoy to the elector of Brandenburg, and

fome other German princes.

This employment, though of fhort duration, was bene-

ficial. It gave him an infight into men and bufinefs, and

paved the way for his better reception afterwards in the

world.

He returned, the year following, to Oxford ; where

he continued to improve his knowledge in natural philofo-

phy and phyfic. In 1666, he became acquainted with

Lord A/hley, afterwards the celebrated earl of Shaftef-

bury ; as his lordfhip was in an ill ftate of health, Mr.

Locke prefcribed for him, and was inftruraental in pre-

ferving his life. From this period, his lordfhip received

him into his houfe, and introduced him to the acquaint-

ance of other noble and diftinguifned perfons.

In this feat of elegance and refinement he continued fev-

eral years, with little intermiffion, and {l<-,etched the plan

of his great work, *' An EfTay on the Human Underftand-

ing ;" but was prevented from making any confiderablc

progrefs in it, by other employment in the fervice of his

patron, who being created earl of Shaftefbury, and made

lord chancellor the following year, appointed him fecre-

tary of the prefentaticns.

This place he held till November 1673, when the great

feal v/as taken from Lord Shaftefbury. He afterwards

F 2
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contributed his afllftance to fome pie-ces, which the c*rJ

procurod to be pubhfhed, in order to excite the nation to

an attention to the intereft of liberty. His patron being

ftill prcfident of the board of trade, Mr. Locke was fecre-

tary to a commifllon from that board, which he held till

the year 1674, when the commifiian was diffolved.

After he had diligently employed a great part of hli

life in ufeful occupations, he accepted an offer that was

made him by Sir Francis Mafham and his lady, of an

apartment in their country feat at Oates in Effex. There

h^ fpent the greatefl; part of the remainder of his days ;

and had the happinefs of finding a moft agreeable friend.

and companion in lady Mafliam,* a woman of great abili-

ty and learning, who difcuffed with judgment and ability

trie moil abftrufe points in metaphyfics and divinity.

In the decline of life, he refigned his feat at a board of

trade ; and entirely devoted his time to the ftudy of the

ScripturtvS. He was never weary of admiring the great

views of that facred book, and the juft relation of all its

parts, arid every day made difcoveries in it, which gave

him freih caufe of admiration. This great philofopher

^ver expreffed the moft profound veneration for the word

of God, and earnefliy exhorted chriftians to make it their

iludy. In a letter written the year before his death, to

o!ie who allied this quellion, " What is the fliorteft and

furell way, for a young gentleman to attain to a true

knowledge of the chriftian religion, in the full and jufl

extent of it :'* His anfwer is, " let him {ludy the Holy.

Scripture, particularly the New Teftament. Therein are

* Scf life of lady Ma{haiTi,ui Fcmak Biography, Vol. V.
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ecntained the words of Eternal Life. It has God for

its author ; Salvation for its end ; and Truth without any

mixture of errour for the matter."

The death of this excellent man was agreeable to his

life ; his diflblution approaching by fenfible but flow ad-

vances, he prepared himfelf for the laft conflict with the

calmnefs of a philofopher, and the fortitude of a chriftian.

The day before his death, while lady Mafham was fitting

by his bed fide, he exhorted her to regard this world only

as a ftate of preparation for a better ; adding, that " he

had lived long enough, an d thanked God for having paff.

ed his life fo comfortably ; but that this life appeared ta

him mere vanity."

The fame day, he particularly advifed all about him to

read the Scriptures ; and defired to be remembered by

them at evening prayers. Being told that, if he chofe it,

the whole family {hould be with him in his chamber, he

faid, " he ftiould be very glad to have it fo, if it would not

give too much trouble ; and an occafion offering to fpcak

of the goodnefs of God, he efpecially exalted his kind-

nefs to man in juftifying him by faith in Jefus Chrift • and'

returned God thanks, in particular, for having bleifed him

with the knowledge of the Divine Saviour.'*

On the following day, he expired vdthout a groan^

(Odober 28, 1704.) and was interred in the church of

Oates, where a monument was erefted to his memory,

with a modeft infcription written by himfelf. He died

fincerely lamented by the good and wife, and his fame has

fuffered no diminution, by the lapfe of nearly an hundred
years.':

This great man was the author of various learaod



6^ EXCELLENCE OF THE

works, which have been highly celebrated. His *' Let-

ters on Toleration^' were printed 1689. His *< Treatife

on Government/* and " Effay on the Human Under-

ftanding," was publifhed 1690 ; and his " Thoughts

Concerning Education,'* &c. 1693. He alfo has written

a number of valuable works on religious fubjefts, as, " A
Difcourfe on Miracles ;" A Treatife on the Reafona-

blenefs of Chriftianity," as delivered in the Scriptures,

publiHied 1695 ;
" A Vindication of this Reafonable-

nefs," 1696 ; and a " Paraphrafe and Notes on the

Epiftles of St. Paul," publifhed 1709. The whole cata-

logue of his works is too large to be particularly enume-

rated. The greateft part of them were publifhed in

1 7 14, in three volumes foho.

A late celebrated writer thus eharafterizes Mr. Locke.

<2< He was rendered truly illuftrious by his wifdom and

virtue ; by the difintereiledncfs and uprightnefs of his

conduft ; by his love of truth, and his ardent attachment

to the great interefls of mankind. He analyfed the hu-

man mind ; explained its operations, and illumined the in-

telleftual world by the fagacity of his refearches. He
examined the foundation of civil government ; traced it to

its fource, and illuflrated and enforced its genuine princi-

ple. He maintained the juftice, the reafonablenefs of re-

ligious toleration, with a clearnefs, a precifion, and a force

of argument, that has not been equalled by any preceding

writer. He laboured to elucidate the Sacred Scriptures ;

to advance the interefts of Revelation and of virtue ; to

loofen the bands of tyranny, to promote the caufe of liber-

ty, ofjuftice, and of humanity. His fentiments are found-

ed upon reafon, truth, and juftice ; and his name will con-
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tinue to be revered when^er learning, liberty, and virtue

fhall be held in eftimation.'*

As a tribute to the memory of Mr. Locke, Queea

Carolina, confort to George II. crefted a pavilion in Rich-

mond Park, in honour of philofophy, vi^here fhe placed his

bud with Bacon, Newton, and Clark, as the four princi^

pal Englifh philofophers.

I
Biographta Brttannica.—Brltt/h Plutarch.—

Biographical Didionary

Sir ISAAC NEWTON.
Isaac Newton, a moft celebrated Englifh philofo-

pher and mathematician, and one of the greateil geniufes

that ever appeared in the world, was defcended of an an-

cient family, which fettled for three centuries upon the

manor of Woolftrope, in Lincolnfhire, where he was born,

en Chriftmas day, 1642. At twelve years of age, he

was fent to the Grammar fchool at Grantham ; and at

eighteen, removed to Trinity College at Cambridge,

in 1660.

His uncommon ftrength of mind was exhibited at an

early age ; being particularly attached to mathematical

ftudies, he foon made himfelf mafter of Euclid, and that

author was difmiffed, as too plain and fimple to employ his

time. He advanced at once into more fublime ftudies ;

and it is certain, he had laid the foundation of his two im-

mortal works, the Principia, and Optics, before he had

completed the twenty fourth year of his age.

When Newton had finifhed his Principia, it required
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fome time, before the world could underftand his philo-

sophical principles. The beft mathematicians were

obliged to perufe it with the utmoft attention, before they

could make themfelves mailers of it ; and thofe of a lower

rank were afraid to venture upon this work, till encouraged

by the teftimonies of the moil learned ; but at lail, when

his genius came to be more fully known, the approbation

which had been fo flowly obtained became univerfal, and

Hothing was to be heard, from all quarters, but one gen-

eral ihout of admiration.—" Does Mr. Newton eat, drink,

or fleep like other men ?" faid the Marquis de I'Hofpital,

•ne of the greateil mathematicians of the age, to the Eng-

liili who vifited him. " I reprefent him to myfelf as a ce-

kilial genius, entirely difengaged from matter.'*

It is impoflible, in this flcetch, to give a particular ac-

count of his difcoveries, which were fo extenfive as to era-

brace the univerfe. It is faid by Keil, that, *' if all phi-

lofophy and mathematics, were confidered as confiiling

often parts, nine of them are entirely of his difcovery and

invention."

In contemplating the various excellencies of his pro-

found genius, it is difficult to fay, whether fagacity, pene-

tration, energy of mind, or diligence, appear moil con-

fpicuous ; yet with unafFe6led humility, he difclaimed all

fmgular pretenfions to fuperiour talents. He obferved to

one of his friends, who was complimenting him on his fub'!>

lime difcoveries, *' that if he had done any thing in fcience

worthy of notice, it was owing to patient induftry of think-

ing, rather than to extraordinary fagacity.'* He always

put hirafelf on a level with his company ; no fingularities,

natural or affedled, diilinguiilied him from other men j and
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the moft cenforious obfervers could never charge him with

the vanity of prefumeJ fuperiority.

His genius and learning had procured him merited

honours. As early as 1669, he was chofen profeflbr of

mathematics in Cambridge ; and in 1696, he was ap-

pointed warden to the Mint, in which employment he did

very fignal fervice to the nation. Three years after, he

was appointed mafter of that office ; a place worth twelve

or fifteen hundred pounds per annum, which he held till

his death. In 1703, he was chofen Prefident of the

Royal Society, having previously been elefled a member

of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris. The French

foon relinquifhed the philofophy of their countryman

Des Cartes, for the folid principles of Newton.

This great man did not neglect the opportunities of

doing good, which the revenues of his patrimony, and a

profitable employment, improved by prudent economy,

put in his power. When decency, or any occafion re-

quired cxpenfe or (how, he knew how to be magnificent

with a very good grace. At other times, that pomp,

which dazzles weak minds, was retrenched, and the ex-

penfe faved for better purpofes.

Notwithftanding Sir Ifaac's intenfe application to ftudy,

he was not fo abforbed in philofophy, but that he was able

to difengage his thoughts, when his other affairs required

his attention ; and as foon as he had leifure, to refumc

his refearches where he had left off. This he appears to

have performed, not fo much by the extraordinary (Irength

of his memory, as by the force of his inventive faculty.

Hence, he had read fewer of the modern mathematicians

than could have been expcded, his own prodigious inventioa
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readily fupplying him with what he might have occafio*

for, inthepurfuitof any fubjed he undertook toinveftigate.

This extraordinary man was alfo diftinguifhed for the

mceknefs of his difpofition, and his great lore of peace.

He would rather have chofen to remain in obfcurity, and

lofe the credit of the moft fubhme difcoveries, than to

have relinquifiied that tranquility of mind, which he con*

ftantly endeavoured to preferve. We find him reflefting

©n the coRtroverfy, refpefting his optic le6lures, in whick

he was almoft unavoidably engaged, in the following terms.

•« I blamed my "own imprudence, for parting with fo real

a bleiTmg as my quiet, to run after a fhadow^"

To crown all the other excellencies which adorn his

charafter, this great philofopher is well known to have

been a firm believer, and a ferious chriflian ; hence he ap-

plied his difcoveries concerning the frame and fyftem of

the univcrfe, to demonftrate the being of a God, and t©

illuflrate his power and wifdom in the creation.

He devoted himfelf with the utmoft attention, to the

ftudy of the Holy Scriptures, and confidered their feveral

parts with uncommon exadnefs
;

particularly, as to the

order of time, and the feries of prophecies and events, re-

lating to the Mefliah. In 1 728, he pubhflied his chronolo-

gy, which explains the connexion between facred and pro-

fane hiftory ; and furnifhes new illuftrations of feveral text*

of Scripture. After this, he publifhed his obfervations on

the Prophecies of Daniel, and the Apocalypfe of St. John,

in 1733. He endeavours to prove in this work, that the

famous prophecy of Daniel's weeks was an expiefs pre-

diftion of the coming of the Mefliah, and fulfilled in

J<efu6 CUrift.
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With refpeft to his reh'gious fentiments, though firmly-

attached to the church of England, he was greatly averfc

to the perfecution of the nonconformifts. He judged of

men by their manners, and the true fchifmatics, in his opin-

ion, were the vicious and wicked.

After enjoying an uniform ftate of health, the refult of

temperance and regularity, till the age of eighty, he began

to be affli£led with an incurable and painful difeafe ; and

the paroxyfms of his diforder were diftrefling in the higheft

degree. In theie trying circumftances, he was never ob-

ferved to utter the leaft complaint, nor to exprefs the

fmalleft impatience ; but in his intervals of eafe, affamed

all that cheerfulnefs and good humour, which had ever

been a diftinguifliing trait in his charaflcr.

He religned his life, March 20, 1726, in the eighty

fifth year of his age ; and was honoured with a pompous

funeral. An elegant monument, in Weftminfler Abbey,

was erefted to his memory.*

The principles of this excellent man, and his condu(!l

through life, have left a itrong and pleafing evidence, that

the higheft inteileftual powers harmonize with religion

and virtue ; and that there is nothing in chriflianity, but

what will abide the fcrutiny of the foundeil and moll

enlarged underllandlng.

Dr. Ryland makes the following remarks on the char-

after and writings of this great philofopher.

« In Sir Ifaac Newton's DiiTertation on Daniel and

* The works of Sir Ifaac Newton v/cre colleded, 1784, with a

valuable commentary, in five handfome quarto volumes, by the

Rev. Dr. Horfley, now bilhop of Rochefter.

G
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Revelations, you fee the greateft geometrician in the world,

who underftood the nature of dcmonftration, as well as any

man that ever lived, bowing his underllanding to the

revelation of God, and lludying that revelation all his

days ; we are affured, that his Bible was always lying on his

table or delk before him. The charafter and pradice of

this great man, is more than fufficient to weigh down to

eternity all the Bolingbrokes and Humes, the RoufTeaus

and Voltaires, that have ever lived, or ever will live to the

end of time. Let the modern free thinkers, or rather half

thinkers, or no thinkers, hide their heads in confufion and

darknefs, inftead of (landing up with impudence againfl:

fo great a mafter of reafon and philofophy."

Biographia Britannka.—Biographical Di8'wnary,

Vol. XL—Ryland's Contemplations.

JOHN WILMOT, Earl of Rochester.

Ilie life of the earl of Rochefter affords a ftrong proof

that licentioufnefs of condudl renders the mind acceffiblc

to the principles of infidelity ; and that a total difregard to

every moral leads to a refolute denial of every religious

obligation. It alfo exhibits a ftriking inftance of the

power of reclaiming grace, which caufed this nobleman

publicly to recant his errours, and enabled him to refign

his hfe, filled with the fublime confolations which the gof-

pel affords to penitent finners.

John Wilmot, afterwards earl of Rochefter, the fon of

Henry, earl of Rochefter, was born April lo, 1657, in Ox-

fordfhire. After a grammatical -education, at the fchool
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©f Burford, he entered a nobleman in Wadham College, in

1 659, only twelve years old, and in 1 661, at fourteen, was

made niafler of arts, with fome other perfons of high rank.

He travelled afterwards into France and Italy, and on

his return devoted himfelf to the court. At this period

he unhappily addifted himfelf to diffolute and vicious

company, by which his principles were corrupted, and his

manners depraved. Loft to all fenfe of religious reftraint,

and finding it not convenient to admit the authority of

laws, which he was refolved not to obey, he fheltered his

wickednefs behind infidelity.

Having an active and inquifitive mind, he never, except

in his paroxyfms of intemperance, was wholly negligent of

ftudy ; but read what is confidered as poHte learning fo

much, that he is mentioned by Wood as the greateft fcholar

of all the nobility. Sometimes he retired into the coun-

try, and amufed himfelf with writing libels, in which he

did not pretend to confine himfelf to truth.

As long as his health allowed him to indulge his paflions,

his life was one continued fcene of debauchery j he how-

ever frequently felt llrong remorfe for his impious cohdu6l.

On a tour into the Weil of England, fometime before

his laft illnefs, he informed thcpcrfon who attended him^

that, ** when on his journey, he had been arguing with

greater vigour againft God and religion, than he had ever

done in his hfe before ; but like the great convert Paul, he

found it hard to ftrive againfl fuperiour force, for his heart,

was at that time ftruck fo powerfully, that he argued as

much forGodand virtue,as ever he had done againft them."

One day at an atheiftical meeting, at the houfe of a per-

fon of quahty, he undertook to be the principal champioa
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of impiety, and received the applaufe of the whole com-

pany J
but here again his confcience reproached him, and

he exclaimed to himfelf, " Good God ! that a man who

walks upright, who fees the wonderful works of God,

and has the ufe of his fenfes and reafon, fhould ufe them

to the defying of his Creator."

Thefe fuceefiive convidlions however gradually wore

off, till they returned with full force upon, his mind, in his

laft ficknefs. He then ferioufiy refolved to turn to CJod

wnfeignedly, and to do all that was pofTible, in the fhort

time allotted him, to obviate the effeds of his ill example,

and teftify his lincere penitence for * his fins, and firm be-

lief of the great truths of chriftianity.

He reproved his old companions in iniquity, with en-

ergy and fidelity. Ke contemned the abfurd philofophy

of Hobbes, and acknowledged that it had corrupted his

own, and the principles of many others. He ordered his

profane and indelicate writings to be burnt. He exprefr-

ed an ardent concern for the religious education of his

children ; f and wifhed his fon might never be fuch a wit

* The reader is referred to an account of the life and death of the

earl of Rochefter, by Biftiop Burnet, which book,^ fays Dr. Johnfou,

the critic ought to read for its eloquence, the philofopher for its

arguments, and the faint for its piety."

f Dr. Watts alhides to this circumftance, in the following lines ia

his Lyric Poems.

" Strephon, of noble blood, and mind,

Forever fhine his name ;

As death approach' d his foul refin'd,

And gave his loofer fonnets to the flange.

Burn, burn, (he cried, with facred rao;e:,}
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as lie had been ; or one of thofe wretched being?, who

pride thenifelves in reviling God and religion. He pro-

tefted that he would not wilfully commit a fin to gain a

kingdom ; and for the admonition of others, fubfcribed

the following recantation, which he ordered to be pub-

hfhed.

*' For the benefit of all thofe, whom I may have drawn

into fin, by my example and encouragement, I leave to

the world, this my laft declaration, which 1 dehver in the

prefence of the great God, who knows the fecrets of all

hearts, and before whom I am preparing to be judged j

that, from the bottom of my foul, 1 deteft and abhor the

whole courfe of my former wicked life ; that I think,

I can never fufficiently admire the goodnefs of God, who

has given me a true fenfe of my pernicious opinions and

vile praftices ; by which Ihavehitherto lived without hope,

and without God in the world ; have been an open enemy

to J'-fus Chrift, doing the utmoft defpite to the Holy

Spirit of Grace ; and that the greateft teftimony of my

charity to fuch, is to warn them in the name of God, and

as they regard the welfare of their immortal fouls, no

more to deny his being or providence, or defpife his

goodnefs ; no more to make a mock of fin, or contemn

the pure and excellent rehgion of our blefled Redeemer.,

through whofe merits alone, I one of the greateft of fin-

ners, do yet hope for mercy and forgivenefs."

During his illnefs he exprefled his unfeigned refignation

Hell is the due of every page.

Hell be the fate, (but O indulgent Heaven,)

So vile the Mufe, and yet the man forgiven."

G2
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to the divine will ; and declared that he only defired lo

hve to evince the truth of his repentance, by the entire

change in his future condu6l.

The Scriptures, which had been fo often the fubjeft of

his ridicule, now appeared extremely beautiful. The ap-

parent inconfiftencies, which his corrupt mind formerly

magnified, vaniflied ; as he found them to be the power

of God to his falvation. He frequently requeftcd his at-

tendants to read the fifty third of Ifaiah to him ; upon

which he ufed to defcant in a very affefting paraphrafc.

This nobleman, in the midft of his ficknefs exclaimed,

*' Shall the unfpeakable joys of Heaven be conferred on

rae ! O mighty finner, never, but through this infinite

love and fatisfaflion. O never, but by the purchafe of

thy blood !" 1 (hall now die, (faid he, three or four days-

before his diffolution,) "But O ! what unfpeakable glories,

do 1 fee ! What joys beyond thought and expreffion am

I fenfible of. I am affured of God's mercy to me?

through Jefus Chrifl. O ! how I long to die, and be

with my Saviour r' He expired without a groan, in 1680,

m the thirty third year of h's age.

Mr. Brown, in his poem called Sunday thoughts, has

Hius defcribed the death of the earl of Rochefter ;.

" Then, with, a placid fmile, and gufhing eyes,

Fix'd on his Lord, a joy too big for words,

Full of calm confidence, and hope, and peace,

He bow'd, ador'd, and on his breaft expired.

Nov^r^ in the bleft fociety of faints,

With the thron'd clafs, of pardon'd penitents^

(His brother mifcreant who on'Calvary nail'd.

Died nenF his God, and fitter Magdalen)

The viiior fmgs the Lamb's triumphant fsng. -
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Leaving his impious life, his godly death,

A monument, in every age to (land,

For guikieft finner, of redeeming power." ''

Burnetts Life of Rochejler^—johnfon^s Lives of the Po'

ets.—Poiver of Religion.—Parfons* Sermon on the

death ofRochejier.

Dr. NEHEMIAH GREW,
Nehemiah Grew, a learned Engllfli writer and phy-

lician, was born at Coventry ; his father, ^ celebrated non-

conformift clergyman, was fettled at St. MichaePs parifh

in that city. After educating his fon in his own princi-

ples, he fent him to complete his ftudies in one of the

foreign imiverfities, where he took the degree of dodlor

of phyfic, and his merit foon procured him extenfive prac-

tice.

In the year 1672, he came to London, and was cho-

fen bellow of the Royal Society ; a few years after, he

was chofen their fecretary, and rendered himfelf eminent-

ly ufeful by his virtues and talents. In 1 680, he was ad-

mitted an honorary Fellow of the College of phyficians

in London. He was the author of feveral valuable works

;

particularly, <' The Anatomy of Plants," foho, illuftrated

witli eighty three very curious engravings. All his writ-

ings are calculated to promote learning and piety.

His lafl: produftion is entitled, " A Difcourfe of the

Univerfe, &c." chiefly written to demonftrate the truth

and excellence of the Bible. The author (hews in this

work, that " religion, fo far from being inconfiilent with^^
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is the higheft point and perfedion of philofophy.** H«

died fuddenly, on the 25th of March 17H.

The character of Dr. Grew is fufficiently exhibited in

his writings : for they breathe a fpirit of fincere piety,

and clearly evince, that his objeft was to encourage and

recommend religion, and render his knowledge fubfervient

to the glory of God, and the good of mankind.

Brit'ifh Biography,

JAMES BONNEL, Es^

James Bonnel, was born at Geneva, in 1653, where

his father then refided, as a merchant. At the age

of fourteen, he was fent to a philofophical fchool, in Ox-

fordfhire ; and afterwards to Catherine Hall, Cambridge.

After his education at the univerfity was completed, he

travelled to Holland and Flanders, as private tutor to a

gentleman's fens ; and in 1684, went to Ireland as ac-

countant general, in right of a patent granted to his de-

ceafed father. He behaved in fo obliging a manner, in

the difcharge of this office, as to acquire the eileem of the

government, and the affedionate regard of all who were

honoured with his intimacy. During the reign of James

IL he neither deferted his employment, nor complied

with the arbitrary meafures of the court. His continu-

ance in office was highly advantageous to the proteftant

intereft in Ireland ; for whatever he received out of his

place, he literally diftributed among the poor, diftreffed

proteftants ; he embraced every opportunity to relieve

the injured ; and boldly advocated their caufe, before
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thofe who were in power. He lived to fee the revolution

in England, which event afforded him the greateft fatis-

£a6lion.

Mr. Bonne! had avery early fenfe of religion, which led

him toftudy the Praftice of Piety, at eleven years old, and

toform his devotions on the plan, which is there prefcribed.

The influence of religious principles appeared confpic-

uous in the whole courfe of this excellent man's life.

His charity was fo great, that he gave the eighth part of

his yearly income to the poor. He wasapatternto all, for

humility, meeknefs and contempt of the world. One of

his intimate acquaintance declared, " That he never knew

him do a thing, or utter a word, that he womld have wifh-

cd undone, or unfaid, in the lad moments of his exiftence."

Mr. Bonnel was diflinguiflied for his abihty and exten-

five information, as well as for the excellence of his moral

and religious charadler. He was mafter both of the orna-

mental and the neceffary parts of learning. He had a

perfeft acquaintance with the Greek and Roman authors.

Inphilofophy and oratory, he exceeded moft of his contem-

poraries at the univerfity ; and had appHed himfelf with

fuccefs to mathematics and mufic.

This pious man publlfhed a number of meditations and

prayers, which are inferted in his life ; and altered and im-

proved a Harmony of the Gofp els, written by another hand.

In the year 1 699, he was feized with a malignant fever,

of which he died, comfortably depending on his Redeem-

er's merits. A nea t marble monument was, by his relift,

ere6led to his memory.

Biographia Bntanmca, Vol. V.—Defence of Expert"

mental Reli^ionf VoL IL
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Dr. BERNARD NIEUWENTTT.
Bernard NiEuwENTYT, an eminent Dutch pliilofo-

plier and m-athematician, was born Augufl lo, 1654, at

Weftgraafdyk, in North Holland, of which place his fa-

ther was minifter. He difcovered a tafte for learning in

his infancy ; and in particular, applied himfelf early to

logic. Hence he proceeded to the mathematics, in which

he made great proficiency ; but his application to that

branch of learning did not deter him from ftudying both

phyfic and law. He fucceeded in all thefe fciences, and

became a good philofopher, a great mathematician, a cel-

ebrated phyfician, and an able andjuft magiftrate.

Though naturally of a grave and ferious difpofition, his

engaging manner conciliated the affe6lion of thofe, with

whom he converfed. Hence he acquired great efteem and

credit, in the council of the town of Pomevend, where he

refided ; and alfo in the dates of that province, who re-

fpeded him more highly on account of his never engaging

in any cabals or fadions to fecure their good opinion.

He was more attentive to cultivate the fciences than eager

to obtain the honours of the government ; contenting him-

felf with being counfellor and burgomafter of the town,

without feeking any other pofts, which might interfere

with his literary purfuits, died in 1730, leaving an

excellent moral and religious charafter.

Dr. Nieuwentyt evinced his firm behef in chriftianity,

by a publication entitled, " The Religious Philofopher,

or the Right Ufe of contemplating the Works of the

Creator,for the convidion of Atheifts and Infidels.*'* He

* Dr. Nieuwentyt was the author of feveral other publicatioHS

written ia the Dutch language..
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declares in his preface, ** that the defign of writing thefe

contemplations is, to convince atheifls of the wifdom,

power, and goodnefs of God, the maker and ruler of all

things ; and infidels, (who acknowledge a God, but re-

jeft the authority of divine revelation,) that the Scrip-

tures are of more than human original ; and in this way,

to reprefent to both of them the right ufe of the contem-

plation of the world ; and by turning their thoughts

to the knowledge of nature, to lead them on to the true

nations of the Deity."

Ge?ieral Biographical Diclionary, Vol. XL-^NieU''

wentyt^s Religious Pbilofopher,

HENRT W. LUDOL PH, Essij

Henry William Ludolph, a learned traveller, was

a native of Enfurt, in Germany, and born in 1655. He
was fon to George Henry Ludolph, a counfellor of that

city, and nephew to the famous Job Ludolph, who had

fome fhare in the care of his education, and the regulation

of his ftudies. He thus became qualified for the poll he

afterwards enjoyed, of fecretary to Mr. Lenthe, envoy

from Chriftian V. king of Denmark, to the court of

Great Britain. This gentleman, for his faithfulnefs and

ability, recommended him afterwards to Prince George

of Denmark, confort to Queen Anna, and in 1680, he

was appointed his fecretary.

This office he enjoyed feveral years, till he was feized

with a violent diftemper, which incapacitated him for it.

On this account he was difchargcd, with the allowance of

ahandfome penfion.
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During his illnefs, his mind was ftrongly impreffed with

a f^nfe of divine things, which became permanent and

influential : hence at his recovery, he formed the grand

proje£l of fpreading the gofpel in the Eaft. In 1693, he

fet out for Ruffia, and a few years afterwards, vifited

Smyrna, Conftantlnople, Jerufalem, Cairo, Alexandria,

&c. He returned in 1 700 ; and after making every pof-

lible inquiry, into the ftate of religious knowledge in the

Eaft, and attentively confidering the beft methods of im-

proving it, he gave his ideas on thefe fubje£ls to the fo-

eiety for promoting chriftian knowledge.

The deplorable ftate of chriftianity in the countries,

through which he travelled, induced him in 1703, to pub-

lish the New Teftament, in vulgar Greek, and to make a

charitable prefent of it to the Greek church. He fre-

quently exprefTed his earneft wifhes, that the proteftant

powers in Europe would fettle a college at Jerufalem,

and in fome degree imitate the ardent zeal of the Roman

catholics, who fpare no expenfe nor labour, to convert oth-

ers to their rehgion. He defired alfo, that fuch men as

were defigned to live in that college, might be acquainted

with the vulgar Greek, Arabic, and Turkifti languages ;

and might, by univerfal love and charity, be qualified to

fpread genuine chriftianity ;
** for many," faid he, " prop-

agate their own particular fyftems, and take this to be

the gofpel of Chrift/'

During the remainder of this excellent man's hfe, both

his time and property, were hberally devoted to pious

and charitable purpofes. He died Jan. 25, 17 10, aged

fifty four.

He publiihed fcveral works on religious fubje6ls, partic-
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olarly, " Confiderations on the Intereft of the Church

Univerfal," "Apropofal, for promoting the caufe of Re-

ligion, in the Churches ofthe Levant,'* and ** Reflexions on

the prefentftate of the Chrifl:ian Church."

Biographical Di^ionaryi Vol. X,—ExperU

mental Religion^ Voh //.

ROBERT NELSON, Es^.

Robert Nelson,Efq. a learned and pious Englilh gea-

gleman, was born at London 1656. His father dying

when he was but two years old, he was committed to the

care of his mother, and her brother, who was appointed his

guardian. He was firft fent to St. Paul's fchool in Lon-

don ; but the principal part of his education was under %

private tutor at his mother's houfe, from whence he was

removed to Trinity College, in Cambridge, and admitted

a fellow commoner.

In 1 680, he was chofea a fellow of the Royal Society*

The fame year, he fet out on his travels ; when he arriv-

ed at Rome he formed an acquaintance with lady Theoph-

ila Lucy, a woman of fine fenfe and underftanding, whora

he married after his return to England, in 1682.

Mr. Nelfon was treated with the greateft diftinftion ia

all the foreign courts which he vifited ; nor was he lef*

efteemed in England, his acquaintance being generally

-amongfuch, as were modremarkable for piety andlearning.

He engaged with energy and zeal, in every public

fcheme for the honour and intereft, as well as for the

fpreading of the faith, and promoting the praftice of true

H
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Ghiiftianity, both at home and abroad, feveral propofals

for building, repairing, and endowing charity fchools, par-

ticularly. At his death, he left his whole eilate to pious

and charitable ufes.

Mr. Nelfon's condud was exemplary in every fituation

in life. His zeal to promote the caufe of religion, induc-

ed him to publifh many books of a pious tendency, par*

ticularly his " Companion for the feftivals and falls of the

church of England." *' The Whole Duty of a Chrif-

tian." " Life of Bifhop Bull." " An Addrefs to per-

fons of Quahty and Eftate.'' " Letter on Church Gov-

ernment," &c.

In the introduftion to his companion for fails and fefti-

vals, it is obferved,that "whoever reads this book, will find

it no fmall addition to the pleafure and advantage he

fhall derive from it, to confider that it is the work of a

fine gentleman, and one who never entered into holy or-

ders, becaufe this will fhew what injuftice thofe do the

chriftian rehgion, who reprefent it as a morofe, narrov«r

fpirited inftitution, fit only to be pradlifed by hermit*

and reclufes.

" Mr. Nelfon's external quahfications of a comely perfon,

a genteel deportment, and a handfome fortune were fo

far from being inconfiftent with that genuine fpirit of

piety, which he always exhibited, that they were no fmall

ornaments to it. Thefe endowments feemed to make

his virtue more amiable and captivating ; whilft his virtue

made thofe endowments, which by themfelves are unwor-

thy to be efleemed, appear as real accomplifhments."

in his lall illnefs, Mr. Nelfon profeffed a firm affiance

in the mercies of God through Jefus Chrift, and a full
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afiurance of hope in the divine promifes, by which he was

enabled to die in peace and comfort. He refigned his

life, in 17 14) aged fifty nine, and was interred in Lamb's

Conduit Fields, where a monument is erected to his

memory.
Biographical DlBionaryi Vol, IL—Experi-

mental Religion, Vol. II.

Dr. PHILIP HEC^UET.
Philip Hecquet, a French phyfician offingular merit

and fldll, was born at Abbeville, in 1 661, and pra6tifed

firft in that city, then at Port Royal, and laftly at Paris.

He was attached to the mod fimple mode of life ; and fo

truly devout, that it is faid, he never prefcribed in doubt-

ful cafes, without having a previous recourfe to prayer.

In 1728, he retired to a convent of Carmelites in Paris,

where he continued acceflible only to the poor, to whom

he was a friend, a comforter, and a father. He died at the

age of feventy fix.

This illuftrious phyfician publiflied many profefiional

works of much eftimation. His life has been written at

large by M. le Fevre de St. Mare, and is no lefs edifying

to chrlftians than inftru6live to medical fludents ; and

clearly evinces his veneration for revealed religion.

Biographical Dictionary^ Vol, VIIL

CHARLES ROLLI N.

Charles Rollin, a Frenchman famous for his elo-

quence and fiiill in the Belles Lettres, was born at Pari?,
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Jan. 30th, 1 66 1. He early difcovercd a peculiar turn far

literature, and his natural genius had all the advantages of

a liberal education. He diftinguifhed himfelf at the uni-

verfity by his abilities and application, and eafily obtained

the firft rank among his fellow fludents. He ftudied rhet-

oric in the college of Pieflis, under Mr. Herfan, who took

him for his afllilant in 1683, and in 1687, gave up the

chair to him^ The fucceeding year Herfan, with the

king's approbation, refigned the profelTorfhip ofeloquence,

in the royal college, to his beloved pupil Rollin. No

man ever exercifcd the funftions of this office with greater

applaufe. He often made Latin orations to celebrate the

memorable events of the times,and frequently accompanied

them with poems, which were univerfally read andadmired.

In 1694, he was chofen reftor of the univerfity, and

continued in that office two years, which was then con-

fidered as a great mark of diflinftion. He made many very

ufeful regulations in the univerfity ; and particularly re-

vived the ftudy of the Greek language, which was thea

much neglefted. A large number of perfons who did

honour to the church, the flate, and the army, were educat-

ed under his dire6lion.

After Rollin was removed from this office, he applied

himfelf afiiduoufly to ftudy ; and being fo happy as to

enjoy retirement, books, and a decent competence, he

found leifure to compofe his treatife ** upon the manner of

ftudying and teaching the Belles Lettres.'* This work

was publifiied in two volumes, in 1726, and two more in

1728, 8vo. This performance has been juftly applauded,

for the fplrit of piety, which appears to have animated the

author.
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Encouraged by the great fuccefs of this work, he un-

dertook another of equal ufe and entertainment, viz.

" The Ancient Hiflory of the Egyptians, Carthagenians,

Babylonians, Medes and Perfians, Macedonians and

Greeks," which he finifhed in thirteen vohime?, 8vo. and
publifhed between 1730 and 1738. Whillt the laft vol-

ume of his " Ancient Hiftory" was printing, he publifh-

ed the firft of his " Roman Hiflory," which he lived la

carry on through the eighth and part of the ninth volume.

Mr. Crevier, his worthy pupil, continued the Hiftory and

completed it, on his original plan, in fixteen volumes Sva.

All the works of Rollin have. met with univeifal appro-

bation ; and been tranilated into feveral languages.

This excellent man died Sept. 14, 1 741, in the eight-

ieth year of his age.

Rollings charader, has been thus funimed up. " He
was a man of an admirable compofition ; very ingenious,

confummate in polite learning, of rigid morals and great

piety.''

** We find in his works generous and exalted fenti^

ments, a zeal for the good of fociety, a love of virtue, a

veneration for Providence ; and in fhort every thing,

though on profane fubjedls, fanftified with a fpirit truly

religious."

This selebrated author was a firm believer in the truth

of divine revelation ; and whilft he exemplified the excel-

lence of religion in hisHfe andconverfation,he eMdeavour-

ed by his writings to inculcate upon others the belief and

practice of chrillianity.

He even rendered his hiftorical refearchesfubfervient to

this important purpofe, by making excellent and ilriking

H2
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•bfervations on facred hiftory, which he introduces in the-

following manner :

" Sacred hiftory is very different from all other hiftory

whatever. The laft contains only human fafts and tem-

poral events ; and often full of uncertainty and contradic-

tion. But the other is the hiftory of God himfelf, the

Supreme Being ; the hiftory of his omnipotence, his infi-

nite wifdom, his univerfal providence, his holinefs, his juf-

tice, his mercy and all his other attributes fet forth under

a thoufand forms, and difplayed by abundance of wonder-

ful effeds.

*' The book which contains all thefe wonders is the moft

ancient book in the world ; and the only one before the

Goming of the Mefliah, in which God has fhewn us, in a

clear and certain manner, what he is, what v/e are, and for

wliat ends defigned."

General Biographical Hiftoryf Vol. XIII,

Rollings Belles Lettres,

IVILLIAM MELMOTH, Esu,

William Melmoth, a learned and worthy barrifter

*f Lincoln's Inn, was born in 1666. He foon became

eminent in his profeiTion, and was in conjun6lion with Mr.

Peere Williams, the publiftier of Vernon's Reports, under

an order of the court of chancery. But the performance

for which he juftly deferves to be held in perpetual re-

membrance is, " The Great Importance of a Religious

Life." Seventy five thoufand copies of this work fold

in a period of lefs than twenty five years. He afferts in
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the preface that, " the defign of his labour is to check the

rage for fenfual pleafure ; and awaken in the minds of un-

thinking men a ferious fenfe of religion."

The following concife account of Mr. Melmoth's char-

a6ler, drawn by his fon, * is prefixed to this publication.

It may add weight perhaps to the refleAions contain-

ed in the following pages, to inform the reader that the

author's life was one uniform exemplar of thofe precepts

which, with fo generous a zeal, and fuch an elegant and

affei^i^hii;:; fimplicity of ftyle, he endeavours to recommend

to general pradlice. He left others to contend for modes

of faith, and enflame themfelves and the world with end-

lefs controverfy : it was the wifer purpofe of his more en-

nobled mind to a<5l up to thofe clear rules of conduft,

which revelation hasgracioufly prefjr'bed. He pofTelTedby

temper, every moral virtue ; by rehgion, every chriftian

grace. He had an humanity, that melted at every dif-

trefs ; a charity, which not only thought no evil, but fuf-

pefted none. He exercifed his profeflion, with a ildll and

integrity which nothing could equal, but the dirmtereflsd

motive that animated his labours, or the amiable modefty,

which accompanied all his virtues. He employed his in-

duftry, not to gratify his own defires ; for no man in-

dulged himfelf lefs ; not to accumulate ufelefs wealth ^

for no man more difdained fo unworthy a purfuit. It was.

for the decentadvancement of his family; for the generous,

afliftance of his friends, for the ready relief of the indigent*

How often didhe exert hisdiftinguilhedabiHties,yet refufe

the reward of them, in defence of the widow, the father-

* The tranfiator cf Cicero and Pliny, and an elegant and diftin»

guiibed writer.
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lefs, and him that had none to help ! In a word, few have

ever pafTed amorcufeful, norany one a more blamelefs Hfe ;

and his whole time was employed either in doing good,

or in meditating it. He died on the 6th of April, 1743,

and lies buried under the cloifter of Lincoln^s Inn Chapel.'*

Biographical Dl&ionaryt Vol. X,

Dr. HERMAN B OERHAAVE.
Herman Boerhaate, one of the greateft phyficiansj.

as well as the beft of men, was born December 31ft, 1668,

at Veerhout, a fmall village in Holland, near Leyden.

His father, who was himfelf a clergyman, intended his

fon for divinity, and with this view taught him the rudi-

ments of learning. In 1682, he was fent to the public

fchool at Leyden ; and at the conclufion of the year wa*^

admitted into thehigheft clafs, whence it is cuftomary after

fix months, to be removed to the univerfity. At this

junfture his father died, and left a numerous family with

a very flender provifion. The perplexities Boerhaave had

to encounter in early life multiplied, and at the age of fix-

teen, he found himfelf without parents, proteftion, advice,

or fortune. Notwithftanding thefe difadvantages, he

was admitted to the univerfity, where he was particularly

noticed by a friend of his father, one of the profefTors of

divinity, who procured him the patronage of the burgt^-

matter of Leyden. Thus encouraged, he affiduou^y ap-

plied himfelf to ftudy, and made an uncommon proficiency

in the various branches of fcience. In 1690, he took a

degree in philofophy. In his thefis oa this occafionj,
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with great ftrength of argument, he confuted the fyftems

of Epicurus, Hobbes, and Spinoza, and equally raifed the

charadler of his piety and erudition.

After having laid a foHd foundation in all other parts of

learning he proceeded to divinity, under the profefTors

Trigland and Spanheim ; the firfl of whom ga?ve leftures

on Hebrew antiquities ; the fecond, on ecclefiaftical liif-

tory. Above all, he diligently applied himfelf to the

ftudy of the fcriptures, which he firft read in their original

language, and wh-en difficulties occurred, confulted the

interpretation of the moft ancient fathers, whom he read

in order of time, beginning with Clemens Romanus. But

as the ftudy of nature alfo engaged his attention, he pe-

rufed the beft medical writers, and at length determined

to take his degree in phyfic, previoufly to his entering

upon the duties of the miniftry. He propofed when he

had made himfelf mafter of the whole art of medicine, and

obtained the honour of a degree in that fcience, to petition

regularly for a licenfc to preach, and engage in the cure of

fouls ; and intended in his theological exercifes to difcufs

this queftion, " Why fo many were formerly converted

to chriftianity by illiterate perfons ; and fo few at prefent,

by men of learning." But finding a formidable oppofi-

tion*raifed againft his defign of affuming the charafter of

* This oppofltlon was raifed by the following incident : In a paf-

fage boat where Boerhaave happened to be, fome difpute was acci-

dentally ftartedabout the dodlrine of Spinoza, as fubverfive of all rc-

iglon ; and one of the pafiengers who exerted himfelf moft, oppofing

to tliis philofopher's pretended mathematical demonftrations only the.

Jeud inve<5tives of a blind zeal, Boerhaave aflted hina calmly, « whe^»
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a divine, he relinquiflied the idea and applied himfelf to

his medical ftudies, with new ardour and alacrity.

This illuftrious perfon, whofe name afterwards fpread

throughout the world, and who left at his death above

^200,oco, could at this time barely gain a fubfillence by

his labours, and was obhged to teach the mathematics to

obtain neceflaries.

Boerhaave began the praftice of phyfic in 1693, ^"^

his merit being at length difcovered, manypowerful friends

patronized him, and procured him three valuable employ-

ments. The firfi: was profeflbr of medicine in the univer-

fity of Leyden ; the fecond that of profeflbr of chem-

iftry, and the third that of profeflbr of botany. The

Academy of Sciences at Paris, and the Royal Society of

London, elected him a member of their refpeftive bod^

ies. The city of Leyden became in his time the fchool

of Europe for the fcitnces, as well as medicine and botany.

All the princes of Europe committed pupils to his care,

who found in this flsilful profeflTor not only an indefatiga-

ble teacher, but even a tender father, encouraging them

in their labours, confoling them in their affliftions, and re-

lieving them in their wants. When Peter the Great went

to Holland, in 17 15, to inftruft himfelf in maritime af-

fairs, he alfo attended Boerhaave to receive his leflbns.

cr he had ever read the works of the author he decried." The

orator was at once ftruck dumb, and fired with filent refentment.

Another paffenger whifpered the perfon next him to learn Boerhaave's

name, and took it down in his pocket book ; and as foon as he ar-

rived at Leyden, reported every where, that Boerhaave was become

ft Spinofift
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His reputation was fpread as Tar as China. A Manda-

rine wrote to him with this infcription, " To the illuftri-

rious Boerhaave, phyfician in Europe," which came regu-

larly to him. The city of Leyden raifed a monument to

the falutary genius of Boerhaave. It confifts of an urn

upon a pedeftal of black marble ; fix heads, four of which

rcprefent the four ages of life ; and two, the fciences in

which this great man excelled, from a group iffuing be-

tween the urn and its fupporters. The capital of the bafis

is decorated with a drapery of white marble, in which the

artift has given the different emblems of diforders and their

remedies. Above, upon the furface of the pedeftal, is

the medalHon of Boerhaave, at the extremity of the frame

a ribband difplays his favorite motto,

f « TRUTH UNARRAYED."

This eminent man united to an uncommon genius and

extraordinary talents, thofe qualities of the heart, which

rendered them fo valuable to fociety. He made a decent,

fimple and venerable appearance, particularly when age

had changed the colour of his hair. The a£livity of his

mindfparkled in his eyes. Hewas an eloquent orator, and

declaimed with dignity and grace. He taught very method-

ically and with great precifion ; and his auditors always

regretted that his difcourfes were fo foon finifhed. He
would fometimes give them a lively turn with railery ; but

his railery was refined and ingenuous ; and it enlivened

the fubjed of which he treated, without any thing fevere

or fatirical. A declared foe to all excefs, he confidered

decent mirth as the fait of life ; he was always cheerful,

and defirous of promoting every valuable end of converfa-

tion ; communicative yet modeft, zealous though difpaf-
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fionate in contending for the truth ; in friendfhip finccrc,

conftant and afFedionate ; in fiae he was good in every

fituation and relation in life ; and it may be affirmed, that

310 man in fo private a ftation ever attrafted more univer-

sal efteem.

Surprifing accounts have been given of the wonderful

penetration and fagacity, which Boerhaave exhibited^in the

healing art. Yet this great matter ofmedical knowledge,

was fo far from a prefumptuous confidence in his own

abilities, or from b&ing made arrogant by his riches, that

he was condefcending to all, and remarkably diligent in

his profeffion ; and he often ufed to fay that " the life of

a patient, if trifled with or neglected, would one day be

required at the hand of the phyfician." He always call-

ed the poor his beft patients, " for God, faid he, is their

paymafter."

This great man was an eminent example of temperance, ^

fortitude, humility, and devotion. His piety, with a re-

ligious fenfe ©f his dependence upon God, was the bafis

of all his virtues, and the principle of his whole conduft.

He was too fenfible of his own wcaknefs to afcribe any-

thing to himfelf, or to conceive he could conquer his own

paffions or withftand temptation by his own natural pow-

ers. He attributed every good thought and every lauda-

ble aftion to the father of goodnefs. When he heard of

any criminal cofidemned to die, he ufed to fay, " who can

telL whether this man is not better than I ; or if I am

better, it is not to be afcribed to myfelf, but to the good-

nefs cf God."

Boerhaave married, in 17 lo, the only daughter of the

burgoraaller of Leyden-
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The charity and benevolence of this illuftrious phyfl-

cian were derived from a fupreme regard for religion.

It was his daily pra£lice through his whole life, as foon

as he arofe in the morning, which was generally very early,

to retire for an hour to private prayer and meditation on

fome parts of the Scriptures. He often told his friends

when they afl^ed him " how it was poflible for him to go

through fo much fatigue," that " it was this which gave

him fpirit and vigour in the bufmefs of the day." This he

recommended for the beft rule he could give, " for noth-

ing he faid would conduce more to the health of the body

than tranquillity of mind ; and that he knew nothing which

could fupport himfelfor his fellow creatures, amidft the va-

rious diftreffes of life, but a well grounded confidence in

the Supreme Being, upon the principles of chriflianity."

Dr. Boerhaave made the excellence of the chriilian

religion the frequent fubjedl of his converfation ; and

afferted, on all proper occafions, the divine authority and

facred efRcacy of the Scriptures. A flrid^ obedience to

the doftrine, and a diligent imitation of the example of

our bleffed Saviour, he often declared to be the founda-

tion of true happinefs. He recommended to his friends a

careful obfervation of the precept of Mofes concerning

the love of God and man. He worfliipped the Deity as

he is in himfelf, without attempting to inquire into his

nature ; and defired to form his ideas of God, only from

what he had revealed cf himfelf in his word. There

he flopped, left by indulging his own fpeculations

he fliould fo:m a Deity from his imagination, and fin

by falling down before him. He paid an abfolute fub-

milTion to the will of God, without endeavouring to dif-

I
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cover the leafon of his determination ; and this he ae-

counted the firft and moft inviolable duty of a chriilian.

The literary, moral, and religious excellence of this

great man's chara£ler could not exempt him from enemies ;

but he never regarded cak^mry nor detraction. He ufcd

to fay ** that the fureil remedy againft fcandal, is to live

it down, by pcrfcveraiice in well doing, and by praying to

God, that he would cure the diftempered minds of thofe

who traduc'! or injure us.'* Being aflied by one of his

friends, who hud often admired his patience under great

provocations, by what means he bad fo entirely fupprelTed

his impetuous and ur.gcvernable pafiion of anger ; he an-

fwered with the utmofl: franknefs and fincerity, *' that he

was naturally full of refentment ; but that he had by dai-

ly prayer and meditation at length attained to this com-

mand over his pafTions."

In his laft illnefs, which was extremely lingering, pain-

ful, and aifliHive, his conftancy and iirmnefs did not for-

fake him. He neither intermitted the neceffary cares of

life, nor forgot the proper preparation for death. About

three weeks before his diffolution, when one of the moft

learned and exemplary divines attended him to his coun-

try houfe, the doftor defired his prayers, and afterwards

entered upon a moft remarkably judicious difcourfe upon

the fpiritual and immaterial nature of the foul ; and this

he illuftrated with wonderful perfpicuity, Uy a defcription

of the effefls that the infirmities of the body had upon

his faculties, which yet they did not opprefs nor vanquifh ;

but his foul was always mailer of itielf, and always re-

figned to the pleafure of its maker ; and then he added,

**ie who loves God ought to think nothing defnable, but
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what is moft pleafing to the fupreme goodnefs." Thefc

his fentiments were reaHzed by his conduft at this trying

period. As death approached nearer, he was fo far from

terrour or confufion, that he feemed lefs fenfible ofpain and

more cheerful. He died on the 25th of September, 1738,

in the feventieth year of his age ; much honoured and la-

mented. His funeral oration was fpoken in Latin, before

the univerfity of Leyden, to a very numerous audience.

His works were pubHfhed in I779> in five quarto vokimcs.

John/on's Works, Vol. IV.—Encychpedm, Vol IIL^
Hutchhijon's Biographia Medical Vol L

Sir peter king.

Peter King, chancellor of England, and famous for

his ecclefiaftical learning, as well as his knowledge in the

law, was born in 1 669, at Exeter in Devonfliire. His fa-

ther, who was a refpeftable grocer in that city, had deter-

mined to bring him up in his own trade. However, as

his fon's inclination was ftrongly bent to learning, he ex-

pended all the money he could fpare in books, and devoted

every moment of his leifure hours to ftudy ; and by this

method became an excellent fcholar before the public was

apprized of his improvement. His acquaintance with

Mr. Locke, who was his uncle by his mother's fide, was

very advantageous to him. That gentleman being great*

ly furprifed and pleafed with the prodigious advances his

nephew had made in literature, advifed him to go and per-

feft himfelf at Leyden ; and it is faid to have been by his

advice thiit Mr. King afterwards entered himfelf a ftudent
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in the Inner Temple, and applied himfelf to the law, in-

which prufdfTion his great parts and indefatigable induftry

foon rendered him famous.

In the mean time, he gave a proof of uncommon learning,

bjpubliHiing in 1691, when only twenty two years old»

the firft part of a work entitled, " An Inquiry into the

Conftitution, Difcipline, Unity, and Worfliip of the Prim-

itive Church that flourifhed within the firft three hundred

years after Chrift, faithfully collected out of the extant

writings of thofe ages." This was written with a view ta

promote the fcheme of a comprehenfion with the diffen-

tcrs : and the author has abundantly fhewn that fpirit of

peace, unity, and moderation, which he recommends in a

very powerful manner to all the parties concerned. He af-

terwards publifhed the fecond part of the Inquiry into the

Conftitutions, Sec, In 1702, hegave the world the " Hif-

tory of the Apoftlc's creed," with critical obfervations on

its feveral articles.

Mr. King had not been many years at the Temple

when he . had acquired as high a reputation for his

knowledge in law, as he had before for his knowledge

in divinity ; fo that in 1699, he obtained a feat in the

houfe of commons, which was continued to him, not only

in the enfuing, which was the lad parliament of King Will-

iam, but in the five fucceeding parliaments of Queen Anne.

In a few years his abilities as a lawyer procured him the

highcft honours. July 1708, he was chofen recorder of

London ; and knighted by the queen, September follow-

ing. Upon the acceflion of George 1. he was appointed

lord chief juftice of the court of common pleas, and foon

after fworn of the privy council. He was created a peer
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in 1725, by the title of Lord King, Baron of Oakham in

Surrey ; and the grand feal was delivered to hinn the firft

of June following. He took extraordinary pains in the

difcharge of his office, which, impairing his conftitution by

degrees, brought him at lall into a paralytic diforder, of

which he died July 22, 1734. The motto under his

coat of arms is, *< Labor ipfe Voluptas," which was

thought to be chofen by him with great propriety, as being

the charaAeriftic of his nature, although he polTeffed very

uncommon abilities.

He appears from his life and writings to have entertain-

ed the higheft veneration for the chriftian religion ; and

to have been d"flinguifhed for virtue and piety, as well as

for the variety and extent of his information.

General Biographical Di^ionary, Vol, IX.

JOSEPH JDDISON, Es^

Joseph Addison was born May ift, 1672, at Mil-

ton in Wiltshire, England, where his father Dr. Lancelot

Afldifon was re6lor. His domeftic education, from the

charafter of his father, may be reafonably fuppofed to have

given him ftrong impreffions of piety.

He was entered into Queen College, 1689, where he

afiiduoufly applied himfelf to claffical learning, and firft^

acquired fame by his Lathi comporitions. He was very

ardently foHcited, while at the univerfity, to enter into

holy ordevs, and once appeared refolved to make divinity

his profcffion ; but his great modefty inclining him t<^

doubt his abilities, he receded fron:. this ctxice.
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After Addifon left the univerfity, he received an an-

Bual penfion, which enabled him to make a tour of the

different countries of Europe. He returned to England

in 1702, and publifhed his travels. He foon acquired

diftinguilhed fame as an author ; his poems have been ad-

mired for their elegance ; his profe has been confidered as

thp model of the middle ftyle, not formal or grave, not

groveling on light occafions; pure without fcrupulofity, and

cxa6l without apparent elaboration ; always agreeable, and

always eafy, without glowing wovds or pointed fentences.

In early life he contraAed an intimate friendfhip with

Sir Richard Steele ; and when that gentleman commen-

ced the Tatler, voluntarily lent his afliftance. After theTat-

ler was completed, in concert with Steele, he publifhed the

Spectator, a feries of effays of a fimilar kind ; but written

upon a more regular plan, and publifhed daily. The pa-

pers which Addifon wrote were particularly applauded.

It has been obferved, that before the Tatler and Spec-

tator, " if the writers for the theatre are excepted, En-

gland had no mafters of common life. No writers had

yet undertaken to reform either the favagenefs of negleft,

or the impertinence of civility ; to fhew when to fpeak

©r to be filent ; how to refufe or how to comply. We
had many books to teach us our more important duties,

and to fettle cur opinions in philofophy or politics ; but a

judge of propriety was yet wanting. Addifon was, ad-

mirably quahfied for this office. He had converfed with

many different claffes of men. He had read with critical

eyes the important volume of human life, and knew the

heart of man, from the depths of Uratagem to the furface

of affedlation.'*
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In the year 1 7 1 3, another daily paper called the Guar-

dian, was publifhed by Steele, to which Addifon gave

great afliftance. He alfo publifhed his admired Tragedy

of Cato ; the " Whig Examiner," and other pieces on

political fubje6ls.

In 1 7 16, he married the Countefs Dowager of War-

wick. The year after, he was made fecretary of ftate
;

but it is generally allowed, he was not well calculated for

that ftation ; being no orator, he could not harrangue ia

the houfe of commons in defence of the government. He
foon relinquiflied this office, and obtained a penfion of

j/^1500 per annum. He now returned to his vocation,

and began to plan Hterary occupations for his future Hfe.

Addifon gave abundant proofs of his belief of

chriftianity, which he always mentions with veneration in

all his writings. After he relinquifhed his office, he en-

gaged in r noble work, " A Defence of the Chriflian Re-

ligion," ofwhich part was pubHfhed after his death ; and

he defigned to have made a. new poetical verfion of the

Pfalms.

The praAice of this excellent man was agreeable t© his

profeflion ; amidll that llorm of faftion in which moft of

his life was paffed, though his ftation made him confpicu-

ous, and his activity rendered him formidable, the char-

after given him by his friends was never contradidled by
his enemies : of thofe with whom intereft: or opinion

united him, he had not only the efteem, but the kindnefs ;

and of others, whom the violence of oppofition drove

againft him, though he might lofe the love, he retained

the reverence.

The manner of his death is the beft comment on his
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life ; and is thus related by Dr. Young. " After a lon^

and patient, but vain ftruggle with his mortal diforder,

he difmified his phyficians, and with them all hopes of life j

but his regard for the living was as warm as in his gay-

eft, happieft hours. The young earl of Warwick, his

fon in law, " was hurried away by youthful pafTions," and

Addifon had endeavoured in vain to reclaim him. He

fent for him, when the flame of life was juft glimmering in

the focket—The earl came, and after a decent paufe,-

** Dear Sir, you fent for me I believe, and hope you have

fome commands ; I fhall hold them moft facred " For-

cibly grafping his hand, Addifon foftly replied, ** See in

<ivhat peace a chrijlian can die." He articulated this with

difficulty. His pulfe forgot to beat—He expired."*

Dr. Johnfon obferves, that "Asa teacher of wifdom

Addifon may be confidently followed. His religion has

nothing in it enthufiaftic or fuperftitious ; he appears nei-

ther weakly credulous nor wantonly fceptical ; his mor-

ality is neither dangeroufly lax nor impradicably rigid.

All the enchantment of fancy, and all the cogency of ar-

gument are employed to recommend to the reader his real

intereft, the care of pleafing the author of his being.

Truth is fliewn fometimes in the phantom of a vifion;

fometimes appears half veiled in an allegory ; fometimes

attra£ls regard in the robes of fancy, and fometimes fteps

forth in the confidence of reafon. She wears a thoufand

dreffes, and in all is pleafing."

It is remarked by Mr. Tickel, that " he employed wit on

the fideof virtue and religion." He not only made the prop-

er ufe of wit himfelf, but taught it to others ; and from his

time it has been generally fubfervient to .the caufe of rea-

* June 17,1719.
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fon and of truth. He has d'flipated the prejudice that had

long conneded gaiet)^ with vice, and cafinefs qi manners

with laxity of principles. He has reftored virtue to its

dignity, and taught innocence not to be afhamed. This

is an elevation of literary character above all Greek, a-

bove all Roman fame. No greater felicity can genius attain,

than that of having purified intelledlual pleafure, feparated

mirth from indecency, and vi^it from licentioufnefs ; of

having taught afucceffion of writers to bring elegance and

gaiety to the fide of goodnefs ; and if I may ufe expref-

fions yet moreawful, ofhzvingturneJ many to righteoujnefs
.^*

Biographia Britannica ^ Vol. L—Johnfon*s Lives of the

Poets,—Tonus's Works*

LORD BARRINGTON.
John Shute, a learned and ingenious author, was dc-

fcended from worthy anceftors, who were diftinguiflied for

their zeal in the caufe of liberty. He was born in 1678 ;

and early exhibited an extraordinary genius, which was

improved by a pious and liberal education. Having com-

pleted his academical exercifes at Utrecht, he returned to

England, and ftudied law at the Inner Temple. At the

age of twenty four, he was applied to by Queen Anne's

whig miniftry to engage the prefbyterians in Scotland to

favour the important meafure then in agitation, of a union

of the two kingdoms. His fuccefsful execution of this ar-

duous employment was rewarded by the place of commii-

fioner of the cuftoms in 1708. Several other honourable
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and profitable employments were offered him, which he de-

clined to accept.

His happy talent in converfation rendered him extremely

agreeable to perfons of tafte and information. He was

highly efteemed by Mr. Locke, Newton, and other emi-

nent men ; and was adopted by two gentlemen of large

eftate and diftinguifhed worth ; from the latter of whom,

JFrancis Barrington, Efq. he took the name of Barrington,

and was created a peer of Ireland by George 1. From a

juft perfuafion of his inflexible attachment to the civil and

jehgious liberties of his country, he was chofen a member

of parliament ; and zealoufly laboured for the extenfion of

liberty and rational religion.

Lord Barrington generally attended divine worfhip, and

received the facrament with the diflenters. The interefls

of virtue and piety were ever near his heart, and the con-

templations which afforded him the higheft pleafure were

of the Supreme Being, his moral government, particular

providence, and difpenfations to mankind. After his retire-

ment from public employments, he devoted hia time to the

iludy of the facred oracles. He died at his feat in Berk-

fhire, after a ihort illnefs, December 4, 1734, in thefixty

iixth year of his age.

This excellent man evinced by his writings, that he had

ftudiedthe Scriptures with great attention. In 1725, he

pubhfhed in two volumes, his Mifcellanea Sacra ;* or a new

method of confidering fo much of the hiftory of the Apof-

* His fon, Dr. Shute Harrington, bifhop of Saiifbury, in 1776, rc-

publifhed his father's Mifcellanea Sacra, in three volumes, with many

HluftratioB& ^d improveiueots.
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ties, as is contained in the Scripture ; in an abflraft of their

hiftory, an abridgement of that abllrad, and four critical

efTays. In this work the author has traced the methods

taken by the apoftles and firft preachers of the gofpel for

fpreading chriftianily, and explaiticd the feveral gifts of the

fpirit, by which they w-:re enabled to difcharge their office.

Thefe he improved into an argument for the truth of the

chrlftian religion ; which is faid to have daggered the in-

fidehty of Mr. Anthony Colhns. In 1725, he publilhed

« An Effay on the feveral Difpenfations of God to man-

kind, in the order in which they lie in the Bible ; or a fhort

fyftem of the Religion of Nature and Scripture, &c.^'

In 1 73 1, he gave the world a Difcourfe of Natural and

Revealed Religion, and the relation they bear to each other.

It has been obferved, that " as a writer in theology he

had great merit, and contributed much to the difFufing of

that fpirit of free fcriptural criticifm, which has fince been

adopted among all denominations of chriftians. As his at-

tention was chiefly direded to the ftudy of divinity, he had

a ftrong fenfe of the importance of free inquiry on relig«

ious fubjefts."

Lord Barrington not only defended the truth of chrif-

tianity by his writings ; but earnellly endeavoured to con-

form his life to its precepts. His conjugal friendfhip and

affcAion were inviolable and manly ; he was a tender pa-

rent, and particularly attentive to the religious education

of his children ; he was a zealous friend ; and exhibited

the chriftian fpirit of forgiving injuries ; in fhort, he was

a ftrift obferver of the lavvs of God and his cou'try ; a

ihining example of fv-briety, regularity, and j nil ice ; a

terrour to evil doers ; a mofl beneficent pattern of affli6l-
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ed virtue, and an able advocate for the jiift and natural

rights of mankind ; religious without enthufiafm, zealous

without bigotry, and learned without pedantry. The

excellence of his life, asd his vindication of divine Reve-

lation unite to render liis name immortal.

General Biographical DiBionaryi VoL IL—European

Magazine, for 1 790 and 1791.

Lord President FCRBES,

Duncan Forbes, an eminent ScottiHi lawyer, was

born at Culloden, in the county of Invernefs, in the year

1685, and educated in the univerfity of Edinburg, whence

he removed to Utrecht, and afterwards to Paris, where he

ftudied the civil law. He returned in 17 10, to Scotland,

and was called to the bar in the court of feffion. His

abilities as an advocate were foon noticed, and he obtain-

ed great pradice. In 1 7 17, he was appointed folicitor

general of Scotland. In 1722, he was returned member

for the county of Invernefs ; and in 1725, was promot-

ed to the dignity of lord advocate. He was farther ad-

vanced in 1742, to be lord prefident of the court of fef-

fion, in which high ftation he afted with fuch integrity,

that he was efteemed^and honoured by his country. Dur-

ing the rebelhon in 1745, ^"^ ^j ^^ "fed the utmoft of

his power to oppofe the pretender, and mortgaged his

eftate to fupport the government. With great reafon he

applied to the miniftry for a repayment of thofe expences

which he had incurred by his loyalty, and their refufal is

faid to have operated fo flrongjy upon his mind, as to
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produce a fever, of which he died in 1747? at the age of

fixty two.

His writings are chiefly on theological fubjefts,

without any reference to his profefTion. He publiflied

« Thoughts on Religion ;
'' « A Letter to a BiOiop ;"

and ** Reflexions on Incredulity," in two volumes.

This great man has obferved, that " Nothing can give

us fuch a detefi:ation of fin, and fuch a fenfe of the

goodnefs of God, and of our obligations to holinefs, as a

right underftanding and firm belief of the chriftian re-

ligion.'*

Biographical Dictionary ^ VoL VI,—
Poiver ofReligion.

Col. JAMES GARDNER.

In the life of Colonel Gardner we fee a difl:inguiflied

officer, who, being reclaimed from early impiety by a mem-

orable intcrpofition of divine grace, exhibited in his life

and converfation a fiiriking proof of the importance of re-

ligion to the military chara£ler. It adds real dignity,

and infpires the nobleft magnanimity and courage.

This chrifl:ian hero was a zealous advocate for the truth

of revealed religion, which induced the compiler to infert

the follov/ing flcetch in this collection.

James Gardner, the fon of Captain Patrick Gardner,

was born at Carriden, in Linlithgowfl^ire, on the loth of

January, 1687. His father died v/hen he was very young,

and the care of his education devolved upon his mother,

who inftrufted him with great tenderne^ and affedion in

K
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the principles of chriftianity. In the mean time the cul-

tivation ofhis mind was not neglected ; he was fent to th.e

fchool in Linlithgow, where he made a very confidera-

ble progrefs in the langmges, but his fituation prevented

him from continuing thofe ftudies.

He- difcovered an incHnation for a mih'tary hfe even in

his childhood ; and very early ferved as a cadet. At

fourteen years old he bore an enfign's commiffion in a

Scotch regiment in the Dutch fervice ; in which he con-

tinued till the year 1702, when he was made an enfign by

Queen Anne. In the nineteenth year of his age, he was

dangeroufly wounded in the battle of Ramillies, and tak-

en prifoner by the French. His hberty being at length

regained by the exchange of prifoners, and his health re-

fiored, he for fevcral years.purfued a courfe of vicious in-

dulgencies ; yet notwithftanding the imm.orality of his

conduft, he approved himfelf fo well in his military char-

after, as to obtain frequent promotions. He cnjqyed

the favour of the earl of Stair, and was made his aid -

de camp. Upo© his lordfliips being fent abaffadour to

the court of France, Captain Gardner accompanied him
;

and continued, with fmall interruption, in Paris for/everal

years. This period was the gay eft, and probably the

moft criminal part of his life. He was now in the bloom

of youth, bleffed with a ftrong conilitution, endowed with

fine perfonal accomplifliments, and furrounded with a

large circle of diffipated companions ; yet the reproac!i-

€S of his confcience embittered all his enjoyments. Hence

when fome of his diffolute companions were once congrat-

ulating him on his diftinguifhed felicity, a dog happening

at that time to enter the room., he could not forbear
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groaning inwardly, and faying to himfclf, « O that I were

that dog !" Upon this occafion, his friend and biographer,

Dr. Doddridge, obfervcs, " Such was then his happinefs ;

and fuch perhaps is that of hundreds more, wlio bear

themfelves higheft in the contempt of rehgion, and glory-

in that infamous fervitude, which they affcdt to call hber.

ty."

He was however never a fceptic ; but retained a fecret ap-

prehenfion that natural and revealed religion was founded in

truth. Some remaining principles of a good education had

not wholly loll their effect upon his mind ;. hence his con-

tinual neglefl of the great author of his being occaiioned

him, in his moments of involuntary refkdion, inexpreffibk

remorfe, and he would ofien refolve to reform ; but hiji

refolutions were rend;;rea abortive by the fo;ce of recent

temptation.

At length he was in an ailoaiiliing manner induced to

relinquifh the whole line of his former condud. In one

memorable night (in July, 17 19) on which the major,

(which was then his rank, ) had made an alTignation with

a married lady, he was amufmg himfclf with a religious

book, which his pious mother had without his knowledge

flipt into his portmanteau, when fuddenly he thought he

faw a gleam of hght fiiine on his book ; and looking up-

ward, he imagined he beheld, as it were fufpended in the

air, a vifible reprefe ntation of the Lord Jefus Chrift upon

the crofs, furrounded on all fides with a glory j* and was

* Tliat the Impreflion made upon his mind v/as in a dream, is faf-

ficiently intimated to be the opinion of Dr. Doddridge, though the

Colonel himfelf believed it to Ije a miraculous vifion. Dr. Kippis,,
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imprefTed as if a voice, or fomething equivalent to a voice,

had faid to him to this efFeft, *< O finner, did I fuffer this

for thee, and are thefe the returns !" From this period

there appeared a permanent change is his charafter and

behaviour ; and he became, and continued during the re-

mainder of his hfe, a bright example of uniform virtue and

piety.

He now exerted that heroic courage, which he had

formerly difplayed in his military capacity, in a new kind

of combat ; and fet up his fi.andard, upon all occafions,

againft principles of infidelity and praftices of vice, as

boldly as he ever planted his colours, when he bore them

with fo much honour in the field.

As a fpecimen of the energy with which he defended

the divine authority of the Scriptures, Dr. Doddridge re-

lates that, " a gay and fafhionable lady, who had imbibed

and advocated the principles of deifm, challenged the ma-

jor to a debate upon the fubjed. He opened the conver-

fation with an attempt to prove that the apoftles were not

in his Life of Doddridge, iremarks that, " As a dream it may very

rationally be accounted for, from the predifpofing circumftances. He

had received a flridlly pious education ; he had never rejedled the

principles, though he had departed from the praAice of chriftianity ;

he often felt the anguifti of his courfe of life ; he was alone in the fol-

cmn ftillnefs of the_night ; a religious book happened to be opened by

him ; the dreadful crime in which he was going to engage flafhed up-

on his confcience. Falling afleep in this agitation of his fpirits, a dream

followed, accommodated to his waking reflexions. Nor was he, on

this account, the lefs indebted to the goodnefs of Divine Providence

for the happy and effcdlual change that was produced in his difpofi-

tion and condud,'*
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raiilaken themfelves, and that tliey could not have intended

to impofe upon us in the accounts they give of the great

farts they atteft ; with the truth of which fa£ls, that of the

chriftian rehgion is moft apparently connefted. And it

was a great encouragement to him to find, that unaccuf-

toined as he was to difcourfes of this nature, he had an

unufual command of thought and expreffion ; fo that he

recolleded and uttered every thing as he could have wifh-

ed. The lady heard him with attention, and when he

had finifhed, produced fome of her objections, which he

canvafTed in fuch a manner, that at length ihe burll into

tears, allowed the force of his arguments and replies, and

appeared fo deeply impreffed with the converfation, that

there is reafon to believe fhe was deterred from ev-er again

appearing under the charafter of an unbeliever or fceptic.

In the year 1724, he married Lady Frances Erflvine,

an amiable and pious woman, with whom he enjoyed the

greateil degree of domeilic happinefs. A fe-.v years af-

ter this connexion, he was promoted to the rank of lieu-

tenant colonel. Kis conduct as an ofncer was truly ex-

emplary ; he took remarkable care to maintain good dlf-

cipline ; and knew how to reconcile the tendernefs of a

faithful and condefcending friend, v.'ith the authority of a

commander. He ufed the mofl energetic exertions to

fupprefs profanenefs in the army ; and his zeal on this oc-

calion was remarkably fuccefoful. He was alfo diftin-

guifhed for his charity to the poor ; and for his ardent

afFe£lion and fteady attachment to his friends.

In 1 743, he received a colonel's commilTion over a regi-

ment of dragoons, which was then quartered in his own.

neighbourhood. When he apprehended he Ihould foon.

K 2-
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be called to hazard his life in the field, that heroic con-

tempt of death, which he had often difcovered in the midft

of former dangers, was exhibited in his difcourfe with fed-

eral of his intimate friends. He had often expreffed his

defire, " that if it were the will of God, he might have

fome honourable call to facrifice his life in defence of re-

ligion and the liberties of his country ;'* hence, when it

appeared moft probable that he mig.ht be called to it im-

mediately, he met the fummons with the greateft alacrity.

He valiantly fell at the head of his regiment, at the bat-

tle of Prefton Pans, September 21, 1745, aged fifty fix

years. The remains of this chriftian hero were interred

Sept. 24, at the parifh church in Travent, where he had

ufually attended divine fervice with great folemnity.

Doddridge's Life of Colonel Gardner,

CHARLES BONNET, Es^.

Charles Bonnet, a learned and ingenious author, was

born in the year 1693. He was defcended from a French

family, who being compelled on account of their religious

principles, to emigrate from their native country, efiablifii-

ed themfelves at Geneva, in the year 1572. At a very

early period, he recompenfed his father's affiduity in his

education, by the amiablenefs of his difpofition, and the

rapid progrefs he made in general literature. When he

was about fixteen, he applied himfelf with great avidity

to the ftudy of natural hiflory, and made many curious

experiments.

In compliance with his father's defires^ he applied him»
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felf, though with relu6lance, to the ftudy of the law ; and'

in the year I743> obtained the degree of do£lor of laws.

The fame year he was admitted a fellow of the Royal So-

ciety. He ftill continued attentive to natural hiftory, and

publifhed a number of valuable works upon that fubjeft.

In the year 1783, he was elefted honorary member of

the Academy of Sciences at Paris ; and of the Academy

of Sciences at BerHn.

Mr. Bonnet entertained the utmoft averfion to contro-

verfy ; and thought no advantages obtained by it could

recompenfe for the want of repofe. Hence he never an-

fvvered remarks that were made to the prejudice of his

writings, but left the decifion to the pubhc ; yet he was

ever ready to acknowledge his errours, and fmcerely grate-

ful to every one who contributed to the perfcdion of his

works.

This excellent man delighted in retirement, and every

hour was devoted to the improvement of his mind. His

laft years were fpent in the fame rural fituation, where he

had pafled the greateft part of his early life. Yet not-

withftanding the purfuit of literature was his fupreme de-

light, he never refufed to fufpend his iludies when the

good of his country appeared to demand his fervices.

In 1758, he was chofen member of the grand council

in Geneva, and affiiled regularly in their dehberations,

till the year 1 768. There he diftlnguiihed himfelf by his

eloquence, his modefly, united with firmnefs, by his good

fenfe, and penetration, in cafes of difficulty, and the zeal

by which he endeavoured to reclaim his fellow citizens to

their antient fimplicity of manners. His conduct in eve-

ry fituation, was confiUcnt with his principles. lie tooky
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no pains to accumulate wealth ; but remained fatisfied'

with a fortune equal to his moderate wants, and the cxer-

cife of his known benevolence. The diftinguifhed excel-

lence of his moral and intelledlual charaAer, procured him

univerfal efteem.

From the year 1788, his health gradually decKned.

He fuftained his indifpcfition with unremitted cheerfulnefs.

and compofure ; and retained his prefence of mind to the

lafl: moment. He endeavoured to confole his furrounding

friends and relations, and alleviate the diftrefs of his dif-

confolate wife, in whofe arms he expired, May loth, I793».

in the feventy third year of his age.

A complete and new edition of Mr. Bonnet's workt

was pubhfhed in 1779, at Nufchatel, in ten volumes.

This great m.an was an eminent advocate of the truth,

of divlse Revelation ; hence he publifiied " Philofophical

and Critical Inquiries concerning Chriftianity.** The

tranllator of that work obferves that, ^« In this fceptical

and paradoxical age, an oftentaticus difplay of erudition ;

every alluring and fafcinating grace of ftyle ; every fpe-

cious argument, calculated to mifguide the unwary, have

been employed to undermine our holy religion. It muft

therefore be a fource of infinite fatisfa£^ion, to thofe who

fincerely fearch after truth, to fee the man of genius, the

man of learning and deep refledlion, ftand forth to combat

and repel thofe ungenerous attacks on the happinefs of

focicty in general, and of every individual impreffed with

the fuljlime doflrine and comfortable truths, contained ia

divine Revelation."

Supplement to the Encyclopedia^ Vol. IL—'

Preface to Bonnet^s PhiJcfophkal Inquiries*
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SOAME JENTNS, Esoj

SoAME Jenyns, an ingenious writer, was defcended

from an antient and refpeftable family, and born in Lon-

don, 1 704. His father was an upright, knowing, and

diligent magiftrate ; a great encourager of induftry, and

orderly government. His mother poffefTed an uncommon

underftanding, and an highly cultivated mind ; and being

a fincerely pious woman, early endeavoured to infl.il the

principles of virtue and religion into the mind of herfon.

After his domefliic education was finiflied, he entered

the univerfity at Cambridge, where he was difl:ingui{hed

for his regular and orderly behaviou.r After he left col-

lege, his time was chiefly devoted to literary purfuits.

Soon after his father's death, at the general eleftion in

1742, he was unanimioufly chofen one of the reprefenta-

tives for the county of Cambridge ; from which time he

fat in parliament until the year 1780, reprefenting during

thirty four years, either the county or the borough of

Cambridge. The confl:ant and uniform opinion, which

thofe who chofe him, entertained of his parliamentary

conduft, was ftrongly evinced by the unanimity of their

choice.

In the year 1 785, his majefliy appointed him one of the

Lords Commiffioners of the board for trade and planta-

tions, at which he continued to fit until an alteration was

made in its confliitution by parliament, and the bufmcfs

transferred to the great officers of fl;ate, and thofe who are

in the lifl: of his majefty's honourable privy council.

Mr. Jenyns, from early or flirong conviftions, was in

his youth a zealous believer in revelation ; but gradually

lofing ground in faith, he wandered into paths obfcured
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by doubt, and became a profeffed deift, till by a retrograde

progrefs, he meafured back his fteps to the, comforts of

chriftianity. The account he gives of his converfion from

deifm to the chriftian faith, is in the following words.

" The well attefted miracles, by which God hath borne

witnefs to the veracity of his fervants, and to the truth of

doctrines delivered by them ; the completion of prophecy,

and the prefent; daily, fulfilling of fome prophecies, which

were delivered many hundred years ago, are no inconfider-

able evidences on the fide of revelation. But the internal

evidence of the chriftian religion, 1 have confefTed, carries

with it an authority, that has influenced my mind more

than all the external evidences. It is that, which has

borne down my prejudices, and drove from my heart the

infidelity, that for many years I had unhappily cherifhed.'*

Mr. Jenyns was drift in the performance of religious

duties in public, and a conftant obferver of thofe which

are private. He ever profeffed the greatell veneration for

the church of England, preferring its form of public wor-

ship to that of any eftablifhed church of Chriftendom.

He polTefled a high degree of gentlenefs and fweetnefs

of temper, which he manifefted to all with whom he had

concerns, either in the bufinefs of life, or its focial inter-

courfe. He was fludioully folicitous to avoid giving of-

fence, and rarely fuffered himfelf to be offended with oth-

ers. In private life, he was moft amiable and engaging
;

being poffefTed of a well informed mind, accompanied with

an uncommon vein of the moft lively, fpirited, and genuine

wit, which was tempered with fuch kindnefs of nature, as

never to give uneafinefs to others. This made his compa-

ny fought after with avidity, by perfons of tafte and re-
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finement. He confidered every fally of wit that tended to

mortify the hearers, as one of the greateft abufes of that

talent ; and in his dehghtful converfation, fo totally ab-

Ilained from recurring to religion or fcripture, as fubjefts

of his wit, that thofe who were nnoft intimate with him

obferved, that in his common and unguarded fecial hours,

he ever flridly abftained from ufing the name of the Su-

preme Being, unlefs when it was rendered neceflary, by

the immediate fubje^t of the converfation.

No perfon felt more for the miferies of others, nor more

flriftly pra6lifed the neceflity impofed on thofe who form

the fuperior ranks in life, to reconcile the lower clafTes to

their prefent condition, by contributing the utmoil to ren-

der them happy. He was moll kind and courteous to all

his inferiors, and afiilled them in their wants and diftreff'

€s ; ever cor/iidering his poor neighbours in the country

as parts of his family, and as fuch entitled to his care and

proteftion.

Such was this eminent man in the private vralks of life,

and the principles on which that condu6: was founded,

when expanded as motives for his public charadler in a

large fphere of a<5hion, rendered him equally praife worthy

in that as in the former.

As an author, he held a didlnguifned place among

thofe who have excelled. Whatever he pubHfhed, either

in profe or verfe, was fought for with avidity, and read

with pleafure, by thofe who were edeemed the beft judges

in compofition.

The Free Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Moral

Evil, was the firft of his works, on account of which he

was attacked. In the fecond edition of this book, he an-
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fwers his adverfaries, with that candour and good humour,

which he always obferved, both in his writings and conver-

fation ; and makes a declaration of the end propofed in

writing that treatife, in the following words.

" That his intentions were to reconcile the numerous

evils, fo confpicuous in the creation, with the wifdom,

power, and goodnefs of the Creator ; to fhew that no

more of them are admitted by him, than are neceflary to-

wards promoting univerfal good ; and from thence per-

fuade men to an entire refignation to his allwife, but in-

comprehenfible difpenfations ; to afcertain the nature of

virtue, and to enforce the pradlice of it ; to prove the cer-

tainty of a future Hate, and the juftice of the rewards and

punifhments that will attend it ; to recommend fubmiffion

to national governments, and conformity to national relig-

ions, notwithftanding the evils and defe(?l:s which will una-

voidably adhere to them ; and laftly, to fhew the excel-

lence and credibility of the chriftian religion, to reconcile

fome of its mod abftrufe do6lrines with reafon, and to an-

fwer all the objedions to its authority, which have been

drawn from its imperfections and abufes/* " To the truth

of this folemn declaration, all who were acquainted with

the author's undertaking, readily gave their unfeigned

affent."

In the fummer of the year 1776, he publiflied a "View

of the Internal Evidence of the Chriftian Religion," with-

out his name. The reception it met with, was fuch as

feldom is fhewn to the compofitions of the mod: approved

authors.

This was a work, with which the clergy and the laity

were in general pleafed, many of them delighted. It was
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t-ranflated into foreign languages, and in a lliort time weirt

through three editions, to the lail of which, by the advice

of friends, the author put his name. It was written un-

der a full conviAion of the truth of the chriftian difpen-

fation, and a fmcere zeal for its fervice. The author,

ftrucken with the beauties of its principles and doftrines,

£0 efTential to the happinefs of human creatures in the

prefent and future ftate, thought that a- fhort and clear

reprefentation of their internal excellence might allure

the attention, and procure a belief in the truth of the

chriftian religion from thofe, who read but little and think

lefs, and who form too confiderable a part of the bulk of

mankind, not to attrafl the notice and care of him, who

felt himfelf interefted in the happinefs of the whole hu-

man race.

Though the book was attacked, and the author treated

with afperity by two able writers, yet the number of

private letters he received from thofe, on whom this work

had the effeft his benevolent intention propofed, afforded

him abundant fource of confolation.

Thefe letters, many of which the author received, con-

tain acknowledgments from feveral perfons, whom this

book had led from unbelief tc a full convidlion of the

truths he had endeavoured to eftablifli.

They are written with that humility and pious grati-

tude, which the primitive chriftians expreflcd to their in-

ftruftors in the wonderful difpenfation of the gofpel.

The good effects of this work were not confined to

this country, they operated in diflant parts of the world ;

it propagated the chriflian religion in India, as appears by

a letter thence, in which the writer, confeifing his former

L
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infidelity, and the pains he had long in vain taken)

by means of books written in defence of chrifl-ianity, to

give his alTent to it, concludes in thefe words. " 1 eager-

ly wilhed to believe> but could not fatisfaflorily. But

now, 1 thank God, Soame Jenyns' reafons have, I hope,

triumphed over all my doubts, and I have given an un-

feigned and full aflent to his three propofitions, which, in

my opinion, prove all that is wanted to be cleared up"

Mr. Jenyns was twice married, and his lad wife arviv-

ed him. He died of a fever, after a few days ill^itfs, on

the 1 8th day of December, 1787, at his houfe ia Tilney

Street, Audley Square, in his 83d year. On his death bed,

he reviewed his hfe, with a vifible gleam of joy, and glori".

ed in the belief, that his Internal Evidence had been ufeful.

The parifh minifter, to whom the public is indebted for

a fketch of his hfe, left this teftimony, that while he " regif-

tered the burial of Soame Jenyns, he regretted the lofs of

one of the mod amiable of men, and one of the trued

chriftians, who united the fined underftanding to the bell

heart.*'

Blographla Brltannlca.—jfenym^ Works.

Dr. da fid hartlet,

David Hartley, a celebrated phyfician and ingenious

author, was born on the 30th of Auguft, 1705. His fa-

ther was a very worthy and refpeftable clergyman, vicar

of Armley, in the county of Yoi-k. He received the firft

rudiments of inftru6lion at a private fchool, and his Aca-

demical education at Cambridge. Being originally in-
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tended for the church, he for fome time directed his

thoughts and ftudies towards that objedt ; but upon a

clofer confideration of the conditions attached to the cler-»

ical profeffion, was reftrained by fome fcuples, which made

him rcluftant to fubfcribe the thirty nine articles. In

confequence of thefe fcruples, he became difquahfied'for

the purfuit of his firll plan of devoting himfelf to the per-

fonal functions and fervice of the church. However, he

ftill continued to the end of his life, a well affeded mem-

ber of the church of England, approving of its pradlical

doctrines, and conforming to its pubhc worfnip. As the

church of England maintains all the ufeful principles of

chriflian moraliiy, he did not think it necefii^ry to feparate

himfcIf from its communion, on account of fome contcft-

ed articles of fpeculative and abftrufe opinion. He was

a catholic chriftian, in the moR extenfive and liberal fenfe

of the term. On the fubje^ of religious controverfy, he

has left the following teftimony of his fentiments, in the

laft fedlion of propofition eighty eighth, on religious

knowledge, viz. " The great differences of opinion, and

contentions which happen on religious matters, are plain-

ly owing to the violence of mens' pafiions more than to

any other caufe. When religion has had its due effeiEl in

reftraining thefe, and producing true candour, we may

expe6l a unity of opinion, both in rehgious and other mat-

ters, as far as is neceffary for ufeful and praftical pur-,

pofes."

Though Dodlor Hartley's talents were very general,,

yet undoubtedly his preeminent faculties were formed for

the moral and religious fciences. Thefe talents difplayed;

th.emfelves in the carl ie ft parts of life witK fo much diftincr
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tion, as could not fail to hold out to his ambition a future

career of honed fame in the fervice of the national church,

if he could have complied with the conditions confident-

ly with the fatisfadion of his own confcfence. But he

had at all times a mod fcrupulous and difmtereded mind,

which difpofed him in every part of his life, and under all

circumdances, to adhere firmly to thofe principles, which

appeared to him to form the drift and confcientious line

of moral duty. It proceeded therefore from the mod fe-

rious fcruples, irreddibly impreflcd upon his mind, that

he relinquifhed the profeffion of his iird choice, which

may properly be called the prerogative profedion of moral

and religious philofophy.

In confequence of this determination, he applied his

talents to the dudy of phyfic, in which he foon became

eminent for fKill and integrity. His mind was formed

for benevolence and univerfal philanthropy, hence he ex-

ercifed the healing art with anxious and equal fidelity t&

the poor and to the rich j *and vifited with affedionatc

fympathy the humbled recedes of poverty and ficknefs.

His manners were gentle, his countenance affable, and his

eloquence moral and pathetic. He was not unmindful,

that bodily ficknefs foftens the mind to moral fenfibilitics,

which afforded him frequent opportunities of confoling

affli(5led minds, whild he applied the powers of medical

fcience, to the redoration of bodily health. He thus u-

nited all the talents of his own mind for natural and mor-

al fcience, conformably to thofe doftrines which he incul-

cates, to that univerfal fyftem of final morality, by which

each effort of fenfation or fcience, in the various gra-

dations of life, mud be edeemed defedlive until it diall
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have attained to its correfponding moral confumma-

tion.

It arofe from the union above mentioned of talents in

the moral fcience with natural philofophy, and particularly

from the profeflional knowledge of the humaa frame,

that Dr. Hartley was enabled to bring into one view, the

various arguments for his extenfive fyftem, from the firfl:

rudiments of fenfation through the maze of complex af-

feAions and paflionsin the path of life, to the final, moral

end of man.

He was indtftrious and indefatigable in the purfuit of

all collateral branches of knowledge, and lived in perfonal

intimacy with the learned men of his age, in whofe fociety

and friendly intercourfe, he arranged his *' Obfervations

on Man," and brought that work to a conclufion. HiS'

genius was penetrating and adive, his induftry unwearied,

his philofophical obfervations and attentions unremit-

ting.

Dr. Hartley's " Obfervations on Man, his Frame, his

Duty, and his Expedations," were publifhed in the year

1 749, when he was little more than forty three years of

age. He lived about nine years after the publication of

this work.

The philofophical charader of this great man is delin-

eated in his works. The features of his private and per-

fonal chara6ler were of the fame complexion. It may,

with peculiar propriety, be faid of him, that the mind was

the man. His thoughts were not immerfed in worldly

purfuits and contentions, and therefore his life was not

eventful nor turbulent, but placid and uadifturbed by paf-

fion or violent ambition. From his earlieft youth, his men-

L2
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tal ambition was preoccupied by purfuits of fcience. His

hours of amufement were likewife beftovved upon objefts

of tafte and fentiment. Mulic, poetry, and hiftory were

his favourite recreations. His imagination was fertile and

correft, his language and expreflion fluent and forcible.

His natural temper was gay, cheerful, and fociable. He
was addi(fted to no vice in any part of his life, but his

heart was replete with every virtue. The virtuous prin-

ciples, which are iniliiled in his works, were the invaria-

ble and decided principles of his life and condu6^.

His countenance was open, ingenuous, and animated,

his behaviour polite, eafy, and graceful ; but that which

made his addrefs peculiarly engaging, was the benevo-

lence of heart, from which the politenefs flowed. He

never converfed with a fellow creature without feeling a

wifli to do him good. He confidered the moral end of

our creation to confift in the performance of the duties

of hfe, attached to each particular flation, to which all

other confiderations ought to be inferiourandfubordinate ;

and confequently, that the rule of life confifts in training

and adapting our faculties, through the means of moral

habits and affociations to that end. In this he was the

faithful difciple of his own theory ; and by the obferv-

ance of it preferved his mind in ferenity and vigour

faithfully to perform the duties of hfe. His whole char-

acter was eminently marked by lincerity of heart, fimplic-

ity of manners, and manly innocence of mind. He died

at Bath, on the 28th of Auguft, 1757, at the age of fifty-

two years.

Dr. Hartley was twice married, and left iflue by botk

marriages.
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This great man was a firm believer in, and a zealous

and able advocate for the truth of the chriftian religion.

Sketch of the Life and Charader of Hartley^ in

Vol. III. of his Obfervations on Man.—
Biographia Medica*

Lord MANSFIELD,
William Murray, earl of Mansfield, and lord chief

juftice of England, was born in 1 705, at Perth in Scot-

land. He was brought to England when he was only-

three years old for his education ; and at the age of four-

teen, admitted as a king's fcholar at Weftminfter fchooU

During his refidence in that feminary, fays his contempo-

rary, bifhop Newton, << he gave early proofs of his un-

common abilities, particularly in his declamations, which

were fure prognoftics of that eloquence, which grew to

fuch maturity and perfedion at the bar, and in both

houfes of parliament.

He was fent to Oxford, and entered at Chrift College,

in the eighteenth year of his age. In 1730, he took the

degree of mailer of arts ; and foon after made a tour on

the continent. On his return, he became a member of

Lincoln's Inn, and in due time was called to the bar. He
very early attained reputation and pradice in his profef-

fion.

His eminence in the law procured him merited honours.

In 1756, he was appointed chief juftice of the Kmg's

Bench ; and immediately after created baron of Manf-

field.

From the firft of his coming upon the bench, his grsat
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objeft was, to introduce regularity, pundluality, and dif-

patch in bufinefs.

In 1770, he- Wals offered the great feal, which he de--

dined ; and in 1776, he was made peer of Great Britain,,

by the title of earl of Mansfield.

After ading a confpicuous part in the political difputes

of his time, his health began to decHne ; and in 1788, he-

refigned his office. He lived till 1793* and departed this

life in the eighty ninth year of his age.

Lord Mansfield had a mind too great to be afhamedof/

revering the ordinances of religion ; and as, after the moft

impartial inquiry, he was a firm believer of the truth and

importance of chriftianity, he was regular in his attend-

ance at church, and receiving the facrament.

His lordfhip's will, which was dated April 17, 1782,,

and written with his own hand, begins thus, " When it

ihall pleafe Almighty God to call me to that ftate, to

which of all I now enjoy, I can carry only the fatisfadtion

of my own confcience, and a full reliance on his mercy

through Jefus Chrift, I defirc that my body may be inter-

-

ed as piivately as may be ; and out of refpe£l to the place

of my early education, I fiiould wifh it to be in Weftmin-

fter Abbey." He was accordingly buried in Weftminfter

Abbey, in the fame vault with his countefs, who died in*

1784. .

Biographical Didlionaryf VoL XI,

GILBERT WESr.Es^
Gilbert West was born in 1706. He was the fon

of Dr. Weft, prebendary of Wincheiter, and chaplain to
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King George I. He loft his father when very young,

and the whole care of his education devolved upon his

mother, who was a woman of found judgment and exem-

plary virtue and piety. Soon after his father's death, he

was removed from Winchefter to Eton fchool ; and

thence he was placed at the unlverficy of Oxford, and be-

came one of the ftudents of Chrift Church. He had

been defigned for the fervice of the church, but his uncle,

lord Cobham, feduced him to a more airy mode of life,

and gave him a commifiion in his own regiment with

promifcs of preferment.

He continued fome time in the army, though it is rea-

fonable to fuppofe he never funk into a mere foldier, or

neglefted the purfuit of learning. Afterwards finding

himfelf more inclined to civil employment, he laid down

his commifiion, and engaged in bufmefs under lord Town-

fend, then fecrctary of ftate, with whom he attended the

king to Hanover.

His adherence to lord Townfend ended in nothing but

a nomination, (May 1729) to be clerk extraordinary of

the privy council, which produced no immediate emolu-

ment ; for it only placed him in a ftate of expedation

and right of fuccefiion, and it was very long before a va-

cancy admitted him to profit.

Soon afterwards he married, and fettled in a very pleaf-

.ant houfe at Wickham in Kent, where he lived in tran-

quil, domeftic happinefs, and devoted himfelf to learning

and piety. He publifhed a verfion of Pindar ; and in

J 747, the world was favoured with his *< Obfervations on

the Refurreftion,*' for which the univerfity of Oxford

created him dodor of laws. In his delightful retirement,
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he was often vifited by Lyttleton and Pitt, who when

they were fatigued with fa6lion and debates, amufed

themfelves at Wickham with books and literary conver-.

fation. There is in this retreat a well made walk by

Pitt ; and what is of far more importance, at Wickham

Lyttleton received that conviftion, which produced his

" DifTertation on the Convtrfion of Si. Paul."

Thefe two illuftrious friends had for a while lillened to

the blandi(hments of infidelity, and when Mr. Weft's book

was publiihed, it was bought by fome, who did not know

his change of opinion, in expectation of new objeflions a»

gainft chriftianity ; and as infidels do not want malignity,

they revenged the difappointment by calling him a

methodift.

Mr. Weil's income was not large ; and his friends en-

deavoured, but without fuccefs, to obtain an augmenta-

tion. It is reported, that the education of the young

prince was offered to him, but that he refufed it, becaufe

he was not allowed a more extenfive power of fuperintend-

ance.

In time however his revenue was improved ; he lived

to have one of the lucrative clerkships of the privy coun-

cil, (1752) and Mr. Pitt at lad had it in his povirer to

make him treafurer of Chelfea hofpital.

He was now fufficiently rich ; but wealth came too

late to be long enjoyed, nor could it fecure him from the

calamities of life ; he loft, in 1758, his fon, an only child,

who died at the age of twenty. This affe£^ing difpenfa-

tion was feverely felt by his parents, but their chriftian

fortitude and refignation were noble ; and Mr. Weft, with

pious hopes, faid, « He was gone to a better father, who
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hy a merciful difpenfation had fecured his fon a hapoy

retreat from a world of evils."

Towards the latter end of his life, he wholly applied

himfelf to the fludy of the Scripture^, being extremely

anxious to ufe his utmoft endeavours to reconcile the

feeming inconfiftencies, which gave the enemies of reveal-

ed religion a pretence to doubt and difcredit its divine au-

thority. In thefe refearches he felt the highefl fatisfac-

tion, and often remarked that ** light broke in upon liis

mind, and difcovered divine truths, which filled him with

the ftrongeft hopes that his pleafing labours might prove

a benefit to mankind.'*

Mr. Weft had fome time meditated writing upon the

evidences of the truth of the New Teftament ; but he

did not live to complete this work. In 1756, a ftroke of

the palfy brought him to the grave. " He was," fays

Dr. Johnfon, " one of the few poets, to whom the grave

might be without its terrours."

This excellent man, in the introduftion to his " Ob-
fervations on the Refurredion of Jefus Chrift," makes the

following remarks, " It may pofiibly be demanded why,

being a layman, I prefume to intermeddle in a province

commonly thought to belong pecuharly to the clergy ?

To which I anfwer, that befides the motives above fug-

gefted, this very prejudice was a powerful inducement to

me topublifh the following obfervations, and to prefix my
name to them. The clergy, I am fenfible, are both ready

and able to maintain the caufe of chriftianity, as their

many excellent writings in defence of it fufficiently dem-

onftrate ; but as the generality of mankind are more

governed by prejudice than reafon, the writings of the
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clergy are not fo univerfally read, or fo candidly received

as they deferve." " The greateft fervice, fays he, that

the mofl zealous patriot can do his country, is to pro-

mote the faith, and thereby encourage the pradice of the

truly divine virtues, recommended by Chrift and his

apoftles,"

Johnfon's Lives of the Poets.-^WeJl's Ohfer-

vatlons on the Refurre&ton,

LEONARD EULER.
Leonard Euler, an eminent philofopher and mathe-

matician, was born at Bafil, on the 14th of April, 1707.

His father, who was a proteftant clergyman, had applied

himfelf with fuccefs to the mathematics ; and though he

intended his fon for the miniftry, he initiated him in this

fcience.

When young Eulcr was fent to the univcrfity of Bafil,

he attended regularly the different profeffors, and as his

memory was prodigious, performed his academical taflts

with uncommon rapidity, and all the time thus gained

was confecrated to geometry, which foon became his fa-

vourite ftudy. The early progrefs he made in this fcience

only added new ardour to his application. After he had,

at his father's defire, ftudied theology, and the oriental

languages, he returned to geometry as his principal objeft.

About the year 1727, he was chofen member of the

imperial academy of Peterfburg j and in 1738, he wa«

promoted to the profeflbrfliip of natural philofophy. In

1735, ^ problem was propofedby the academy of Peterf-
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burg, which required expedition, and for the folution cf

which feveral celebrated mathematicians had demanded

the fpace of fome months. This problem was folvcd by

Euler in three days, to the great aftonidiment of the

academy ; but the violent and laborious efforts it coft him

threw him into a fever, which endangered his life, and de-

prived him v)f the ufe of his right eye.

In 1741, Euler received an invitation from Frederick

III. to aflitl in forming an academy of fciences at Berhn,

And while he was enriching this academy with eifays on

the deepeft parts of mathematical fcience, he continued

his philofophical contributions to the academy of Peterf-

burg, which granted him a penfion in 1742.

It was with much difficulty that this great man ob-

tained in 1766, permiffion from the king of Pruffia to re-

tire to Peterfburg, where he determined to pafs the re-

mainder of his days. Soon after his return, he was feized

with a violent diforder, which terminated in a total lofs

of his fight. Even in this diftrcfFmg fituation, he di<fla-

ted to his fervant, " His Elements of Algebra,'^ a work

which excited aftoniihment and applaufe.

About this time he washonoured by the academy of

fciences at Paris with the place of one of the foreign

members of this learned body. In 1772, he undertook

to colled into one fyftem.atical and continued work, the

important difcoveries which he had been making for thir-

ty years, which lay difperfcd in the m.emoirs of the dif-

ferent academies. This laborious performance was puh-

hihed when he was totally blind, andconfequently obliged

to arrange all his compofitions by the fole powers of his

memory and genius. It was completed when he was em-

M
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barrafied In his domeftic circiimftances, by a dreadful fire,

which had deftroyed his Hbrary and furniture. The he-

roic tranquillity of mind which he difcovered, was derived

not only from the love of fcience, but from the power of

religion. His philofophy was too fublime to ftop at

fecond caufe?. It led him to the divine philofophy of re-

ligion, v.'hich can alone form a habit of true magnanimity

and patience in fuffering.

The latter days of this extraordinary man were tran-

quil andferene, and he preferved to the lail that vigour

of underftanding» which diftinguiHied his early life. Sev-

eral attacks of the vertigo in the beginning of Septem-

ber, 1783, were prefages of his mild and h^ppy paflage

from this fcene to a better. On the 7th of September,

he was feized with an apoplectic fit. *' I am dying,'*

Taid he, before he loll his fenfes, and expired a few

hour-s after, aged feventy fix years.

His death was confidered as a public lofs, even in the

co'.intry which he inhabited. The academy of Peterf-

bnrg went in deep mourning, and voted a marble bull of

bim at their own expenfe to be placed in that aflembly

hall.

His worlds were publifhed in thirty eight volumes. It

has been obferved, that '' few men of letters have written

fo much as Euler, and that no geometrician has ever em-

l)raced fo uiany objects at a time, or has equalled him ei-

ther in the variety/ or magnitude of his difcoveries."

Notwithdauding his profound knowledge in raathe-

matic^i and philofophY, he liad made great progrefs in

medical, botanical, and chemical fcience ; and had read

with att;.MUion and tadtf the more diuinguifhed writers in
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ancient Rome. The civil and literary tiilloiy of all ages

and nations was familiar to him.

His moral character was as excelleiu as his literary v/as

great. Though his head was incLflauLly employed, his

fpirit was always tranquil. His converfaciou was cheer-

ful and inftrudive j his wit tempered with humanity j and

profound learning united with modeily. His probity

and integrity were pure and uncorrupted. He was anx-

ious to fulfil his duty in every flation in life, and was, in

fliort, a good hufband, father, friend, and citizen.

This great man was a farm believer in the chrifiian re-

ligion, and performed all the duties it enjoins with tlie

utmoft reverence and attention. It was his cuftom every

evening, while his fight continued, to read a portion of

Scripture to his family, and he fometimes accompanied it

with an expofition. His piety was rational and fincere i

and his devotion full of fervour. He was fenfible of the

importance of religion to the dignity and happinefs c£

mankind ; and defended Revelation againil the objec-

tions of infidels, in a work publifiied at BcrUn, 1747.

His philanthropy was great, and if he ever ^At tlie emo-

tions of indignation, it was againft the apollles of inlideli*

ty, whom he regarded as the mod pernicious enemies vi

mankind.

In his Letters to a German Princefs,^ he obfeives,

that " However extravagant and abfurd the fentiments of

certain philofophers may be, they are fo obllinately pre-

* The princefs of Anhult Deflan was defirous of receiving from

Euler fome ieflbns in natural philofophy. Thefe leffons have beea

piiblifhed under the title of Letters to a German Fdncefs ; and tran'- -

iatedicto Englilh by Dr. Hunter, author of i^ acred Biography.
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pofTeJOfed in favour of them, that they rejeA every relig-

ious opinion and doftrine^ which is not conformable to

their fyftem of philofophy. From this fource are deriv-

ed moft of the feds and herefies in religion. Several

philofophical fyftemsare really contradictory to religion ;

but in that cafe, divine truth ou^-ht furely to be preferred

to the reveries of men, if the pride of philofophy knew

what it was to yield. Should found philofophy fome-

times fceni to be oppofite to religion, that oppofition is

more apparent than real ; and we muft not fuffer ourfelves

*o be dazzl-^d vvith the fpecioufnefs of objection."

General Biographical Dictionary^ Vol. VL--^

Elder''s LetterS) Vol, /.

Sir JOHN P RING LE.

John Pringle, a celebrated phyfician, was born in

the county of Roxburgh, North Britain, April loth,

1707. His grammatical education he received at home,

»nder a private tutor ; and after having made fuch a

progrefs as qualified him for academical lludies, he was

removed to the univerfity of St. Andrews. Having con-

tinued there fome years, he went to Edinburgh in 1727,

for the purpofe of ftudying phyfic, that being the profef-

fion he intended to follow. After he had continued a

year at Edinburgh, he went to Leyden, in order to at-

tend ;}ie ledures of the celebrated Boerhaave, for whom

be had a high and jiift refpeft.

Upon quitting Leyden, Dr. Pringle fettled as a phyfi-

cian at Edinburgh, where he gained the edeem of the

snagiftrates of the city, and of the profeflbrs of the col«
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lege, by his abilities and good tondiidl. Suc'h was his

known acquaintance with ethical fubjefts, that in 1734,

he was appointed by the magiftrates and council of the

city of Edinburgh, joint profefTor of pneumatics and mor-

al philofophy, with Mr. Scott, during the life of that

gentleman, and fole profefTor after his deceafe ; and in

confequence of this appointment, was admitted the fame

day, a member of the univerfity.

Dr. Pringle continued in the praftice ofphyfic at Ed-

inburgh, and in performing the duties of his profefforfhfp,

.

till 174-2, when he was appointed phyfician to the earl of

Stair, who then commanded the Britifh army. By the

intereft of this nobleman, he was, in 1742, coiiftituted

phyfician to the military hofpital in Flanders. The ex- -

emplary attention, which he paid to his duty in this lla-

tion, is apparent from his " Treatife on the Difeafes of

the Army." It was his grand object to leflen, as far as

lay inhis power, the calamities of war ; nor was he with-

out confiderable fuccefs in this noble and benevolent de-

fign.

In 1752, he married the daughter of Dr. Oliver, a eel-

ebrated phyfician at Bath. In 1758, he quitted the fer-

vice of the army, and being determined to fix wholly in

London, was admitted a licentiate of the college of phy-

ficians the fame year. In 1766, the king raifed him to

the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain; and after-

-

v/ards appointed him his phyfician. In 1772, he was e-

ledted prefident of the Royal Society. He was alfo

c.hofen a member of various foreign literary bodies.

He publifhed feteral medical productions, in which his

giceat rule was, to make fad and experiment the -bafis-of:

M.3..
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fcience. With regard to pliilofophy in general, he wai

ab averfe to theory, unfupported by experiments, as he

was with refpe6t to medicine in particular.

The ruling feature of his moral charader was integrity.

By this principle he was uniformly aduated, in the whole

of his behaviour. Ail his acquaintance unanimoufly a-

greed, that there never was a man of greater fmcerity.

He was equally diftinguiflied by his fobriety ; and was ar-

dent and conftant in his friendfaips. With regard to his

external deportment, he paid a very refpedful attention to

thofe whom he efteemed ; but there was a kind of referve

in his behaviour, when he was not perfeftly pleafed with

the perfons who were introduced to him, or who happen-

ed to be in his company. His fenfe of integrity and dig<

nity would not perm.it him to adopt that falfe and fuper-

ficial politenefs, which treats all men ahke, however differ-

ent in point of real eftimation and merit.

With regard to his religious charadler, the principles

of piety and virtue, which were early inftillcd into him by

a flriel education, do not appear ever to have loft their in-

fluence upon the general condudl of his life
;
yet during

his travels, his belief of the chrlflian revelation was fo far

unfettled, that he became at leaft a fceptic on that fubje6l.

But it was not his difpofition to reft fatisfied in his doubts

and difficulties, with refpeft to a matter of fuch high im-

portance. He was too great a lover of truth, not to make

reliction the objed of liis ferious inquiry. As he fcorned

to be an implicit behever, he was equally averfe to an im-

plicit infidelity, which is the cafe of large numbers who

rejcd chriftianity with as little knowledge and as little

c'xaminatJon as the moft determined bigots embrace their.
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fyftems. The refult of this inveftigation was a full con-

vicllon of the divine original and authority of the gofpcl.

The evidence of revelation appeared to him folid and in-

vincible, and the nature of it fuch as muft demand the

mod grateful acceptance. During the latter part of \\h

life, he devoted much time to the ftudy of divinity.

He died In 1782, in the feventy fifth year of his age,

and was interred in St. James' Church, with great funer-

al folemnlty. As a teftimony of regard to his diftlnguifh-

ed merit, at the firft meeting of the college of phyficians

at Edinburgh after his deceafe, all the members appeared

in deep mourning. A monument was ereded to hig^

memory in Wellminfter Abbey.

Biographical Didionary, Fol. XI

L

—Blographia^

Medico^ Vol L

Baron HA L L E R,

Albert Van Haller, an illuftrious phyfician, w^y

born at Berne, 1708. From the firft period of his educa-

tion, he difcovered very great talents for the acquirement

of every fpecies of literature. According to the accounts

which are given us, the progrefs of his ftudks at the ear-

lieft periods of his life,, were rapid almoft beyond belief.

When other children were beginning only to read, he was>

engaged in perufing Bayle and Moreni, and at nine years

of age was able to tranjQate Greek, and had commenced

tlie ftudy of Hebrew. After the death of his father,,

who was an advocate of confiderable eminence, he was fent

to the public fehocl at Berne, where he exhibited many



I40 EXCELLENCE OF THE

fpecimens of uncommon ability and knowledge. He was

well verfed in all the dead, and moft of the living languag-

es ; French, Englifh, and Italian, were as familiar to him

as the German. He was alfo celebrated for his poetical

genius ; and his poems, which were publifhed in the Ger-

man language, were read and admired throughout the

whole empire.

He began the ftudy of medicine at Tubingen, under

two eminent teachers, and having continued with them

two years, the great reputation of Boerhaave drew him to

Leyden. Animated by the illuftrious examples of his

tutors, he fpent all day, and the greatell part of the night,

in intenfe ftudy, and his rapid progrefs in knowledge ac-

quired him univerfal efteem, both from his teachers and fel-

low ftudents. He is fuppofed to have been the moft

acute, various, and original genius that had appeared in

the medical world fince Boerhaave.

Notwithftanding Haller's extraordinary abilities and

extenfive information, his merit was at firft neglefled in

Berne. This negleft however neither diminifhed his ar-

dour for literary purfuits, nor detrafted from his reputa-

tion. His diilinguiihed worth, at length, after encounter-

ing feveral difappointments, met with a fuitable reward.

King George II. nominated him profelTor of medicine in

the univerfity of Gottingen.*^ This important office af-

forded an ample field for the exertion of his fuperiour tal-

ents ; he filled fucceffively the botanical, chemical, and

anatomical chairs ; and raifed the reputation of that uni-

verfity to a very high pitch. The king of Great Britain

* Soon after diis appointment, Halkr had the misfortune to lofc

nis amiable wife.
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honoured him with every mark of diflindlion that he could

beftow, and through his interelt he was made a baron of

the empire.

On the death of Dillenius,* this celebrated phyfician

had an offer of the profefforfliip of botany at Oxford
;

the flates of Holland invited him to the chair of the

younger Albinus ; the king of Prufiia was anxious that he

fhould be the fuccefibur of Marpertuis at Berlin ; Marfhal

Keith wrote to him in the name of hu fovereign, off,.*ring

him the chancellorfhip of the univerfity of Halle, vacated

by the death of the celebrated Wolfe ; Count Orlow in-

vited him to Ruffia, in the name of his mift-efs the em-

prefs, offering him a diftinguifhed place r.t ot. Petv'rfourg ;

the king of Sweden conferred on him an unfoUcited hon-

our, by raifing him. to the rank of knighthocJ of the or-

der of the polar ftar ; and the emperour of Germany

made him a vlfit, and pafTed fome time with him in the

moft familiar converfation.

Thus honoured by fovereigns, revered by men of let-

ters, and efteemcd by all Europe, he had it in his pov/er to

have held the higheft rank in the republic of letters
; yet

declining all the tempting offers which were made him,

he continued at Gottingen, anxioufly endeavouring to ex-

tend the rifmg fame of that medical fchool. But after

feventeen years refidence at that univerfity, an ill flate of

health rendered him lefs capable of discharging the duties

of that important office ; he therefore folicited, and ob-

taioed permiffion from the regency of Hanover, to return

to Berne. His fellow citizens were now fenfible of his fti-

periour merit ; a penfion was fettled upon him for hfe,

* A celebrated botanift, born in Germany ia the year i68i.
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and he was nominated, at times, to fill the moft important

•offices in the ftate. Thefe occupations however did not

diminifh his ardour for ufeful improvements. He was

the firft prefident, as well as the greateft promoter of the

Economical Society at Berne ; and may be confidered as

the father and founder of the Orphan Hofpital of that

city. Dechning heakh however reftrained his exertions

in the more a6live fcenes of hfe, and for many years he

was confined entirely to his own houfe. Even this could

not put a period to his ufefulnefs ; for with indefatigable

induflry, he continued his favourite ftudies, till within a

few days of his death, which took place December 12th,

1777, in the feventieth year of his age. He was no lefs

diftinguifhed as a philofopher, than beloved as a man ;

nor more eminent for his improvement in every depart-

ment of medical fcience, than for his piety to God, and'

benevolence to all mankind.

Baron Haller, in the earlier part of his life, had enter-

tained doubts concerning the truth of chriftianity, which

were difpelled by a fuccefsful application to every branch

of fcience, and a candid examiHation of thefacred oracles.

Being fully convinced of the truth of divine revelation, he

eagerly feized the numberlefs opportunities, which his pro-

feffion as a phyfician gave him, of convincing thofe with

whom he converfed, of the truth, and converting them to

the pra£lice of the chriftian religion. And this he efFed-

ed, not only by his inftrudions, but by his example. For

he v/as charitable to the poor ; fympathized in the ten-

dered manner with the diflreffed ; and was humane and

juft in all his deahngs with mankind. His foul was gen.

tie, and his heart replete with fenfibility.



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 143

This excellent man had a daughter, to whom he ad-

drefled at different times, but in a regular fucceffion,

Letters on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion. He in-

troduced his arguments with the following remarks.

** What churchmen have written on religious matters,

has in general gained but inferiour credit. Their argu-

ments have lolt much of thtir weight, from the confidera-

tion of their having been urged by perfons who were

bound, both by honour a.id intereft, to defend the profef-

fion in which they were engaged. Some perfons have

been of opinion, that if a layman, who in the courfe of a

long life, hath had occafion to teftify his love for the truth,

and has facrificed to it great temporary advantages, were

to write in defence of the faith, and to found his argu-

ments on fuch fa6ls only as were inconteftible, his fuffrage

would carry with it much greater weight and authority."

Encyclobedia.—Holler''s Letters.—Biographia Med'

ica. Vol I.

Lord L T T TL E T N.

George Lyttletok, an elegant and ingenious wri-

ter, was born at Hagley in Wordeflerrnire, England,

1 709. He received the elements of his education at Et-

on, and thence removed to ChriftX^hurch, where he was

diftinguifhed for his fuperiour abilities. He was a very

early writer, both in profe and verfe ; and whilll at the

univerfity, fl-cetchcd the plan of his Perfian Letters, a

work which was afterwards highly applauded.

In the year 1728, he fet out on the tour of Europe,
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and his condudl whilfl on his travels, was a lefTon to his

countrymen; inftead of adopting the fafliionable vices of

France and Italy, his time v^'as pafied alternately in his

library, and in the fociety of men of rank and literature.

When he returned, he obtained a feat in parliament ; and

was afterwards made fecretary to the prince of Wales.

In the year I74i> he married Mifs Lucy Fortefcue, of

Devonrtiire, by whom he had a fon and two daughters.

This lady, by her exemplary conduft, and uniform prac-

tice of religion and virtue, eflabhfhed his conjugal happi-

nefs on a foiid bans.

In 1 744, he was appointed one of the lords commilTion-

ers of the treafury, and during his continuance in that fta-

tion, conftantly exerted his influence in rewarding merit

and ability. In the beginning of the year 1 746, his fe-

licity was interrupted by the lofs of his amiable wife,

who died in the 29th year of her age. He ereded an el-

egant monument to her memory, at the church at Hag-

ley, which contains the following infcription written by

himfelf.

" Made to engage all hearts, and charm all eyes ;

* Though nieckj raagnaninious ; though witty, wife ;

" Polite, as all her life in courts had been
;

« Yet good, as flie the world had never fcen ;

" The noble fire of an exalted mind,

" With gentieft female tendernefs combin'd
;

" Ker fpeech was the melodious voice of love
;

" He-; fong, the warbling of the vernal grove
;

" Her eloquence was fweeter than her fong,

" Soft as her heart, and as her reafon flrong
;

" Her form each beauty of her mind exprefs'd;

** Her mind was virtue by the graces drcf&'d."
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In 1751, the father of Lyttleton died^ from whom he

inherited a baronet's title, with a large eftate. He ftill

continued his exertions in parliament, and was made,

1 754, cofferer and privy counfellor ; this place he ex-

changed the next year for the great office of chancellor

of the exchequer. In 1757, he was created a peer of

Great Britain, by the title of Lord Lyttleton.

This nobleman pubhfhed a number of Poems, Dia-

logues of the Dead, and an Hiftory of Henry the Sec-

ond, which was elaborated by the refearches and deliber-

ationsof twenty years.

In the pride of juvenile confidence, with the help of

corrupt converfation, he had entertained doubts of the

truth of chriftianity ; but after he was made one of the

lords of the treafury, he applied himfelf ferioufly to exam-

ine the arguments for divine revelation, and his ftudies

being honeft ended in convi£lion. He found that relig«

ion was true, ^nd what he had learned, he endeavoured

to teach, 1747, by " Obfervations on the Converfion and

ApoftleJhip of St. Paul." This work was written at the

defire of Gilbert Weft, Efq. in confequence of Lord

Lyttleton's afferting that, «' befidcs all the proofs of the

chriftian religion, which might be drawn from the prophe-

cies of the Old Tellament, from the neceiTary connexion

it hath with the whole fyftem of the Jewifh religion, from

the miracles of jChrift, from the evidence given of his ref-

urre£lion, by all tlie other apoflles, he thought the con-

verfion of St. Paul alone, duly confidered, was of itfelf a

demonftration of the truth of chriftianity." Mr. Weft
was ftruck with the thought, and afTured his friend, « that

fo compendious a proof v/ould be of great ufe to convince

N
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thofc unbelievers that will not attend to a longer feries of

arguments." Time has fhewn that he was right in his

conjedlures, as this tra6l is efteemed one of the beft de-

fences of the chriftian religion which has been publifhed
;

*o which infidelity has never been able to fabricate a fpe-

cious anfv.'er.

Sir Thomas Lyttleton of Hagley, the author's father,

had the happinefs of feeing this book, and expreffed his

pleafure in the following admirable letter.

*' I have read your religious treatife with infinite pleaf-

ure and fatisfaftion. The ftyle is fine and clear ; the ar-

guments clofe, cogent, and irrefiftible. May the King

of kings, wiiofe glorious caufe you have fo well defended,

reward your pious labours, and grant that I may be found

worthy, through the merits of Jefus Chrift, to be an eye

witnefs of that happinefs, which I doubt not he will

bountifully bellow upon you. In the mean time, I fliall

never ceafe glorifying God, for having endowed you with

fuch ufeful talents, and given me fo good a fon.

*« Your affedionate father, Thomas Lyttleton."

Of the death of Lord Lyttleton, a very affe£ling and

jnftru£live account has been given by his phyfician, Dr.

Johnfon, of Kidderminfter. <' On Saturday morning the

fymptoms of his lordfliip's diforder, which for a week pad

had alarmed us, put on a fatal appearance, and he believed

jiimfelf to be a dying man. From this time he fufFered

from reftlefsnefs rather than pain ; ar.d though his nerves

were apparently much fluttered, his mental faculties never

feemed ftronger when he was thoioughly awake. Though

he wiflied his approaching difibliuion not to be lingering,

he waited for it with refignation. On Sunday his lord-
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fhip fent for me, and faid he felt a great hurry, and de fired

to have a Httle converfatlon with me, in order to divert it.

He then proceeded to open the fountain of that heart,

whence goodnefs had fo long flowed, as from a co-

pious fpring. Dodor, faid he, you fhali be my confeiTor,

When I firfl. fat out in the world I had friends, who en-

deavoured to fliake my beHef in the chriftian religion.

I faw the difficulties which daggered me ; but I kept my

mind open to convi(£lion. The evidences of the dodlrincb

of chriftianity, fludied with attention, made me a mod firm

and perfuaded believer of the chriftian reHgion. I have

made it the rule of my hfe, and it is the ground of my fu-

ture hopes. I have erred and finned, but have reper.ted,

and never indulged any vicious habit. In politics and

pubhc hfe, I have made the public good the rule ci' my

condu6l. 1 never gave counfels which I did not p.t the

time think the beft. I have feen, that I was f-.^iuetimes

in the wrong, but I did not err defignedly. 1 have en-

deavoured in private hfe to do all the good in my power.

I never for a moment could indulge malicious, ra- unjiiil

defigns upon any perfon whalfoever. At another time he

faid, I muft leave my foul in the fame ftate it was in before

this illnefs ; I find this a very inconvenient time For foli-

citude about any thing. On the morning, when thr

fymptoms of death came on him he faid, I ihall die, but

it will not be your fault. When lord and lady Valentia

came to fee his lordfliip, he gave them his folem.n bene-

didlion, and faid, " be good, be virtuous, my lord, you

mull come to this : thus he continued, giving his dying

benedidions to all around him. On Monday morning

a lucid interval gave fome fmall hopes, but thofe vaniflied
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in the evening, and he continued dying, but with very little

uneafinefs, till Tuefday morning, Auguft 2 2d, when be-

tween feven and eight o'clock, he expired, almoll with-

out a groan."

His lordfhip was buried at Hagley ; the following in-

fcription is cut out on the fide of his lady's monument.

" This unadorned (lone was placed here by particular

defire, and exprefs direfkions of the late right honourable

George, Lord Lyttleton, who died, Auguft 2 2d, 1773*

aged 64." JohnforCs Lives of the Poets,

Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON,
Samuel Johnson, an eminent Englifh writer, wa»

born at Litchfield, September 7, 1709, where his father

was a reputable bookfeller. His mother was a woman of

great piety and underftanding, who early inftilled the

principles of religion into the mind of her fon. He ex-

hibited ftrong marks of genius in the free fchool in Litch-

field, where he received the chief part of his education,

and at a fchool in Worcefterfliire, where he pafTed a year.

Some of his exercifes have been accidentally preferved,

and well juftify the expeftations which determined a

father, not opulent, to confine him in the paths of Htera-

ture. After palTing fome time at home in voluntary and

defultory ftudy, he was entered as a commoner at Pem-

broke college, Oxford, in 1 728. Oppreffed by pecuniary

difficulties, he was obliged to make an interrupted and a

fhort refidence at the univerfity, and finally gave it up as

impracticable, in the autumn of 1731 ? ^fter having ftrug-
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gled as long as poflible with fevere indigence, completed

by the infolvency of his father.

Before Johnfon was fourteen years of age, he had enter-

tained doubts of the truth of revelation, which gave him

great uneafmefs ; but thefe were happily removed by a

proper courfe of reading ; for his ftudies being honeft end-

ed in convidion, and what he had learned he ever after-

wards endeavoured to teach.

After he quitted the univerfity, he returned to Litch-

field, where he remained till the death of his father, and

devoted his time to Hterary improvements.

In 1735, he married Mrs. Porter, a widow of Birming-

ham ; and foon after, fitted up a houfe in Eclial, near

Litchfield, where he undertook to keep a fchool ; but

this plan failed for want of encouragement.

In March, 1737, having rehnquifhed his fchool, he

formed his firfl expedition to London, in order to try his

talents in that great field of exertions. Being reduced to

the neceffity of writing for a fuppcrt, he formed a litera-

ry connexion with Cave, the editor of the Gentleman's

Magazine. His principal employment for feveral years,

was that of writing for Cave in the magazine. His ac-

count of the lives of eminent perfons, form an interefting

part of his communications to this work. Soon after, he

publiihed *' Irene," a tragedy; and an imitation of Juve-

nal's third fatire, entitled " London, a Poem," which ac-

quired him great celebrity as an author.

Johnfon planned much more than he executed. A
lift of his literary projedls, amounting to nearly forty arti-

cles, has been pref«rved by Sir John Hawkins ;* all of ^

* See Hawkins' Life of Jtiinfon, p. 73, 74- &e.

N 3
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which, from indolence, verfatility, or want of encourage-

ment, remained unexecuted. At length, in i 747, he be*

gan an edition of Shakefpeare ; and puWifhed the plan of

his Englifh Didionary. To enable him to complete this

laft llupendous work, he hired a houfe in Gough Square,

Fleet Street, fitted up one of the upper rooms in the man-

ner of a counting houfe, and employed fix amanuenfes.

On the 20th of March, 1 750, he publiflied the firft pa-

per of the Rambler, which he continued without interrup-

tion, Tuefday and Friday, till the 17th of March, 1752.

In this very excellent work, he proceeded almoft without

afiiftance, only iive papers in the whole having been fup-

plied by other writers.

With what devout and confcientious fentiments he un-

dertook this paper, is evidenced by the following folemn

addrefs to the Divine Being, for a bleffing on the work,

which he compofed and offered up on the occafion.

" Almighty God, the giver of all good things, without

whofe help all labour is ineffeftual, and without whofe

grace ail wifdom is folly ; grant, I befeech thee, that in

this undertaking thy holy fpirit may not be withheld from

me, but that I may promote thy glory, and the falvation

of myfelf and others : grant this, O Lord, for the fake

of thy fon Jefus Chrift. Amen.**

The concluding paragraph of his farewell paper in the

Rambler, appears to have been written under a perfuafion

that the Deity had been propitious to his labour, and that

the folemn addrefs to him, which he had compofed and

offered up, on occafion of his engaging in it, had been

beard, and was likely to be accepted.

«» The effays profefTedly ferious; if I have been able to
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execute my own intentions, will be founds cxaftly con-

formable to the precepts of Chriftianity, without any ac-

commodation to the licentioufnefs and levity of the pref=

ent age. I therefore look back on this part of my work

with pleafure, which no praife of man fhall diminifh or

augment. I fhall never envy the honours which wit and

learning obtain in any other caufe, if I can be numbered

among the writers, who have given ardour to virtue, and

confidence to truth :**

" Celeftial powers ! that piety regard,

" From you my labours wait their laft reward."

Soon after the publication of the Rambler, Johnfon'».

wife died. This event affeded him in the deepeft man-

ner ; and the morbid melancholy, to which he was con-

ftitutionally fubjed, acquired additional force. In his

" Prayers and Meditations," we find very remarkable ev^

idence, that his afiedtion for her never ceafed, even after

her death.

Johnfon publifhed his DiAionary in May, 1755, hav-

ing been previoufly honoured,, in February, with the de-

gree of mafter of arts by diploma, in teftimony of his a^

bilities and merit ; he completed this great work with lit-

tle affiftance of the learned, and without any patronage of

the great.

He now for fome time produced only occafional com-

pofitions in various works ; but in 1758, he began the

"Idler/' which was continued till 1760. It has been

remarked, that, " as he advanced in years he became more

pradlical. The Rambler fhowed more of man in his gen-

eral nature ; the Idler more of man in his local manners.

The Rambler was the work of a profound; comprehenfive
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philofopher ; the Idler, of a man of genius experienced

in life.** His next publication was the " Prince of Abyf-

finia," a beautiful little novel in the eaftern ftyle, abound-

ing with the moft ufeful and moral maxima, fuited to fev-

eral conditions of life.

Notwithftanding this great man's various publications,

he was ftill poor. At length, in 1762, he was placed by

royal munificence above the neceffity of fubfifting by oc»

cafional and precarious efforts. The king granted him a

penfion of three hundred pounds per annum, exprefsly as

a reward for the merit and moral tendency of his writings ;

without any kind of ftipulation relative to the future ufe

of his pen. As he delighted in converfation, in 1764, he

formed the " Literary Club,'* confifting of a number of

gentlemen of abilities and learning. His fuperiour talents

made his company highly acceptable ; hence he was vifited

and carefled by the witty, the elegant, and the learned.

His many peculiarities were overlooked and forgotten, in

the admiration of his underftanding ; while his virtues

were regarded with veneration, and his opinions adopted

with fubmiffion. The fame energy of mind, which was

difplayed in his literary produ6lions, was exhibited in his

converfation, which was various, ftriking, and inftruftive.

In July, 1 765, he was complimented by the univcrfity of

Dublin, with the degree of doftor of laws. The fame

year, after a long delay, he pubHfhed his edition of Shakef-

peare. In March, 1775, ^'^ ^^^^^ of do6lor was confirm-

ed to him by the univerfity of Oxford, which fent him this

degree alfo by diploma. His tour in Scotland, in 1773,

produced his book, entitled, " A Journey to the Weftern

Iflands of Scotland/' which.was pubHIhed this year. In
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1.777, ^'^ undertook his laft great work, " The Lives of

the Englifh Poets." In a previous memorandum, he fays

of them, ** Written I hope in fuch a manner as may

tend to the promotion of piety.'* From the clofe of this

ufeful and pleafmg labour, his health began to decline.

He did not however view the approach of death with tran-

quility ; his conflant fear of diflblution was fo great, that

it aftonifhed all who knew the piety of his mind, and the

virtues of his life. Yet this dread was only predominant

when death was viewed at a diflance. From the time

that he was certain of its near approach, his fears were

calmed, and he experienced the great alleviation, that a

fteady faith and firm reliance on the merits of the great

Redeemer are capable of affording. He infilled that his

phyfician fnould tell him plainly whether he could recov-

er ; and being informed that it was impoflible without a

miracle, he refolved not to take any more phyfic, not even

opiates, for he had " prayed, he faid, that he might refign

his foul to God unclouded.** He became perfc£lly refign-

ed to his approaching fate ; and died on the 13 th of De-

cember, 1784, full of refignation, ftrong in faith, and

joyful in hope ; and was buried in Weflminfter Abbey.

A monument was erexSted Lo his memory, and completed

in 1796.

Dr. Johnfon's Works were publifiied, colleftively with

his life, by Sir John Hawkins, in 1787, forming eleven

volumes in odavo. A new edition, amounting to twelve

volumes 8vo. with an Efiay on his Life and Genius, by

Arthur Murphy, Efq. was pubhfiied in 1792.

It is obferved, " that perhaps literary hiftory does not

afford a more ftriking inftance of extraordinary talents
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more happily and beneficially exerted, than in the mind

of Johnfon. An underftanding acute, poignant, forcible,

and profound ; an imagination rich, flrong, and brilliant

;

a moll retentive memory, ftored with knowledge, were

wniformly devoted to promote the caufe of wifdom, vir-

tue, and religion.'*

This great man was a fincere and zealous member of

the church of England. He was fteady and inflexible in

maintaining the obhgations of piety and virtue. ** His

attention to veracity," fays one of his moft intimate ac-

quaintance, ** was without equal or example." He was

alfo eminently diftinguifhed for his charity to the poor.

" The religion of Dr. Johnfon," fays Sir John Haw-

kins, " had a tincture of enthuliafm, arifing, as is conjec-

tured, from the fervour of his imagination, and the peru-

fal of St. Augiiftine, and others of the fathers ; and the

writings of Kempis, and the afcetics, which prompted him

to the compofition of meditations and devotional exercifes.

It further induced in him an habitual reverence fOr the

name of God, which he was never known to utter, but on

proper occafions, and with due reverence ; and operated

on thofe who were admitted to his converfation, as a pow-

erful reflraint on all profane difcourfes, and idle difculTions

of theological queftions : and laftly, it infpired him with

that charity, meaning thereby a general concern for the

welfare of all mankind, without which we are told that

all pretenfions to religion arii vain.'*

Dr. Johnfon was a warm and able advocate for the

truth of the chriftian religion ; and cxpreffcd his averlion

to infidelity to all ranks, and at all times, without the

fmalleft referve : he ufed to fay, that " no honeft mm
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could be a deift, for no man could be fo, after a fair ex-

amination of the proofs of chriftianity."

BofimlVs Life of Johnfon,—Hawkins^ Life of

Johnfon,—Piozzi's Anecdotes of Johnfon,

y AMES FE R GUSON.
James Ferguson, an extraordinary felf taught math-

ematician and aftronomer, was born at Bamfhire in Scot-

land, 1 7 10. At an early age, he exhibited an uncommon

genius, but his parents being in low circumftances, he was

placed with a fhepherd, where he continued four years, and

in this fituation learned to mark the pofition of the ftars.

His ingenuity recommended him to a gentleman, who re-

ceived him into his family, where he learnt arithmetic, al-

gebra, and the elements of geometry. He made a wood-

en clock, and afterwards a watcj^ from a cafual fight of

one of each. His fuperiour'talents introduced him to Sir

James Dunbar, who taught him the rudiments of draw-

ing, and he maintained himfelf and family many years by

taking portraits both in Scotland and England. At the

age of thirty he invented his Agronomical Rotula, a ma-

chine for fhowing the new moons and eclipfes.

About 1/44) ^^ went to London, and foon obtained

the patronage of thofe great men who were lovers of

fcience and uncommon merit. By his delineation of the

complex line of the moon's motion he obtained the hon-

our of being elcded Fellow of the Royal Society. Hi»

uncommon abilities recommended him to the favour of

George III. who beftowed a penfion of 50/. upon him,
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^nd frequently converfed with him on philofophical and

mechanical fubjefts.

This very ingenious man died in 1776, he was the

author of a number of learned philofophical works ; in par-

ticular, " An Introdudlion to Eleftricity ;" and " Af-

tronomy explained on Sir Ifaac Newton's Principles,"

which had gone through four editions in 1770.

Mr. Fergufon was a man of the clearefl judgment, and

moft unwearied application j yet humble, courteous, be-

nevolent, communicative, and of the utmoft innocence and

fimplicity of manners. Inllead of pedantry, philofophy

feemed only to produce in him diffidence and urbanity ;

a love for mankmd, and for his Maker. His whole life

was an example of refignation and exemplary piety. He
might be faid to be an enthufiaft in his love to God, if re-

ligion founded on fuch fubftantial, enlightened grounds as

his was, could be ftyled cnthufiafm.

His patient fubmifliou while in an humble flation, and

energetic exertions to acquire ufeful knowledge, appear to

have been derived from a firm reliance on divine Providence,

and a well founded belief of the facred truths of chriftianity.

Eccentric Biography.—Encyclopedia.

JONAS HANWAT, Es^k

Jonas Hanway, who ftands high enrolled among the

friends and benefadors of mankind, was born at Portf-

mouth, 17 12. He was at a very early age, bound ap-

prentice to a merchant in Lifbon, and afterwards conqeAed

himfelf with a mercantik houfe at Peterfburg, in confe-
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quence of which, he was induced to make a journey inlo

Perfia. On leaving RulTia, with an independent fortune,

he returned to his own country, and pafied the remainder

of his life as a private gentleman, honourably to himfelf

and ufeful to the world.

In 1 753, he publirtied an account of his travels through

Ruflia into Perfia, and back again through Ruffia, Ger-

many, and Holland. To thi^ work alfo was added an

account of the revolutions in Perfia, during the prefent

century. Hi3 other publications are very numerous, and

all calculated to evince his piety* and liberality of mind.

The inftitution of the Marine Society, is to be attribu-

ted to Mr. Planway's adivity and benevolence ; the ufe-

fulnefs of which requires no panegyric ; its trueft praife is

its extraordinary fuccefs. This was the favourite obje6l of

his care ; but in 1758, he was alfo particularly inftrumental

in the eftablifhment of the Magdalen Charity. His pub-

He fpirit, and above all his difintereftednefs, were fo con-

fpicuous, that a deputation of the principal merchants in

London waited upon the earl of Bute, when prime minif-

ter, and reprefented to him that an individual like Mr.

Hanway, who had done fo much pubhc good, to the in-

jury of his private fortune, was deferving of fome fignal

mark of the pubhc efteem. He was accordingly made a

commifiioner of the navy, a fituation which he held more

tlian twenty years, and when he refigned, was allowed to

retain the falary for life, on account of his known exer-

tions in the caufe of univerfal charity.

To enumerate the various infiances, in which the be-

• See, In particular, his Refledions on Life and Religion.

o .
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nevoknce of Mr. Hanway was fuccefsfuUy exerted, would

be no eafy tallc. Sunday fchools in a great meafure may-

look upon him as their father ; the chimney-fweepers' boys

are much indebted to his humanity ; and perhaps there

never was any pubhc calamity, in any part of the Britifli

empire, which he did not endeavour to alleviate.

This excellent man was a fmcere and ardent friend to

practical religion ; and in the great articles of faith and

piety, he clearly coincided with the fcriptures, as explained

in the articles of the church of England, of which he was

a zealous member.

The happy effecls of religion were exhibited in all his

conduft. In private life, he was remarkable for the ftrift-

eft integrity, and for a franknefs and candour, which nat-

urally infpired confidence.

Some years before his death, Mr. Hanway wrote his

own epitaph, and had it engraved on a brafs plate. It is

here fubjoined, as it contains an epitome of his life and

charafter :

«' 1 beUeve that my Redeemer liveth, and that 1 alfo

fliall arife from the grave.

JONAS HANJVAT, Es^

" Who trufting in that good Providence, which fo vifibly

(Toverns the world, paffed through a variety of fortunes

with patience.- Living the grcateft part of his days in

foreign lands, ruled by arbitrary power, he received the

deeper imprclTion of the h^ppy conilitution of his own

country, whilil the perfuafive laws contained m the New

Teftament, and the confcioufnefs of his own depravity,

foftened his heart to a fcnfe of the various wants of his

fellov?^ creati'iresc
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" Reader inquire no further,

" The Lord have mercy on his foul, and thine."

Animated with a lively faith in the glorious Redeemer,

Mr. Hanway met the fummons of death with as much

tranquilHty as if he had been going on one of his journeys.

He expired in 1768 ; and a fubfcription was vaifcd tu

eredl a monument to his memory.

Biographical Dldionaryi Vol, VIL—Hijlork

Defence of Experimental Religion^ Vol. IL

Dr. JOHN FOTHERGILL.
John Fothergill, a celebrated phyfician, was boni

March 8th, 17 12, in Yorkfiiire. After remaining two

years under the tuition of Dr. Wilmot at St. Thomas's

hofpital, he was fent to Edinburg to ftudy phyfic, and

there took his dodor's degree. He began to praftice in

London about 1740, and acquired both reputation and

fortune. He was admitted a licentiate of the college of

phyficians in that city, and in 1754, fellow of Edinburg,

to which he was a connderable benefador. In 1753, he

became a member both of the Royal and Antiquarian

Societies, and before his death, belonged to the Royal

Society at Paris.

Befides his f]<.ill in medical fcience, he was well ac»

quainted with natural hill:ory and botany ; and was, for

many years, a valuable contributor to the Gentleman's

Magazine, which in return afTifled his rifmg fame. He
continued to praftice phyfic with uninterrupted fuccefs,

till v/ithin the two laft years of his life, when a malady,

ivhich was caufed by his unremitting attention, obliged
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hirn greatly to contrail it, and for fome time before his

death he prefcribed gratis. He died at his houfe in Har-

per {Ireet, December 26, 1780, aged fixty nine years.

Dr. Fothergill was eminently diftiuguifhed for adiive

benevolence. His public benefadions, encouragements

of fcience, attention to the health, the police, and con-

venience of the metropolis, are too numerous to be par-

ticularly enumerated.

This illuftrious phyfician was a firm believer in the truth

of divine revelation ; and was at the expenfe of an entirely

new tranflation of the whole Bible* from the Hebrew and

Greek originals, in two volumes folio, 1764 ; and alfo in

,1730, of an edition of Bifhop Percy's Key to the New

Teftament.f

In order to confute the opinion, that phyficians have

been in general unfriendly to chriflianity, Dr. Rufh ad-

duces the inllances of Fothergill, Sydenham, Boerhaaive,

Haller, and other diftiuguifhed chara6lers in the medical

line, who have been believers in, and advocates for the fa-

cred truths of revealed religion.

Blographla Med'tca Vol I.—Ritfi'^s

Medical Inquiries.

JOHN IVINTH RO P, Es^

John Winthrop, profefTor of mathematics and natural

* This work is faid to have coft the doftor not lefs than 2000

pounds ; it was executed by Anthony Purver, a celebrated quaker.

f This performance was adapted for a feminary of young quakers

at Ackworth, near Leeds, but innumerable inftances confpire to prove

his bcnevs»lence was not confined to his own denomination.
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pfiilofophy, was defcended from an ancient and refpcda-

ble family, and born in Bofton, December 19, 17 14.

He was educated at Harvard college, and graduated in

1732, being then diftinguifned for .his fuperioiir talents,

and proficiency in literature.

In the year 1738, he was chofen profeffor of mathe-

matics and natural philofophy, at Harvard college, and

filled this place with dignity and propriety. He poflefi-

ed great ftrength of mirtd, a found judgment, a retentive

memory, and uncommon quicknefs of apprehenfion. Being

afiiduouily engaged in purfuing his lludies, his learning

was deep and critical ; and he had the happy talent of

communicating his ideas in fuch an eafy and intelhgible

manner, as to render the moft abftrufe fubjeds plain to his

pupils.

The wildom of his counfels greatly ilrengthened the

government of the college. He was not only excellent

in his own profelTion, but was an univerfal fcholar. la

claffical learning, few were his equals. In order to ac-

quire a more pcrfeft knowledge of the facred writings ci

the Old Teftament, he made fuch a proficiency in the

Hebrew language, as enabled him to form an exaA judge-

ment on the moft critical and difficult palTages.

In his proper profcffion, he acquired a h'igh charad^er in

foreign univerfities. His merit was early acknowledged,

aiid he was admitted a fellow of the Royal Society in

England ; with which he maintained a correfpondence.

When a fociety was formed in Philadelphia for fimilar

purpofes, he was received among their firil members. Ia

1765, he was honoured by the univerfity of Edinburj

with the degree of doftor of laws ; and the fame refpecb

2
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was paid him the fiibfequeat year by Harvard college.

In 1773, when the contention with Great Britain be-

gan to affume a ferious afpeft, he was chofen into the

council of Maffachufctts, and gave his affiftance in all the

meafures taken to fecure the liberties of his country, and

prevent the calamities of civil war. He was alfo chofen

the enfuing year, but, with fome other patriots, was nega-

tived by the governour. When the war with Britain ac-

tually commenced, he was again called to the council

board, and through that and the following year, continued

to employ all his talents in defence of his country.

But the greatcft excellence of his chara<9ter is derived

from his fupreme regard to religion. He paid the higheft

reverence to divine revelation ; ftudied the fcriptures with

the greateil attention, and was fully convinced of their

truth ; hence he vindicated the gofpel on all occafions,

attended all the public ordinances of religion, and main-

tained ferious devotion in his family. His piety was un-

difTembled, and every part of the chrillian temper was

apparent in his life and converfation.

This chriftian philofopher, the day preceding his death

gave ample teftimony to the truth of the gofpel in

the following words : " I view religion as a matter of

very great im.portance. The wuCe men of antiquity fat

themfclves to work to prove the reality of a future ftate.

They catched at every thing which had the fliadow of

probability. They gave a degree of plaufibility to the

argument. They were fenfible of the need they Hood in

of fuch a dodrine. In oppofition to the wife men of

antiquity, the wife men of modern times have employed

their abilities to undermine every argument in favour of
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immortality, and in weakning the only hope that can fuf-

tain us. But the light thrown on the matter by the glo=

rious gofpel, with me amounts to demonftration. The

hope which is fet before us in the New Teftament, is the

only thing which can fupport a man in his dying hour.

If any man build on any other foundation, in my appre-

hcnfion, his foundation will fail.**

This excellent man died 1779, in the fixty fifth year of

his age.

Langdon's Sermon on the death of Profejfor lVinthrop>

JAMES BURGH,
James Burgh, a worthy and ingenious moral and po-

litical writer, was born in Madderty in Pcrthfhire, North

Britain, in the latter end of the year 1 7 14. After receiv-

ing a fcliool education, he was removed to the univerfity

of St. Andrews, with a view ofbecoming a clergyman in

the church of Scotland, but did hot continue long at the

college, being obliged to leave it on account of ill health.

This circumftance induced him to lay afide all thoughts

of the clerical profeffion.

After unfuccefsfuily engaging in trade, he removed to

Great Marlow, as an afliftant in the free grammar fchool

of that town, where he firft commenced author, by writiiig

a pamphlet, entitled "Britain's Remembrancer," 1746,

which went through five large editions in two years.

Soon after, he pubHflied *' Thoughts pn Education," and

ottier valuable works.

In 1747; he commenced mailer of an aca&epy in Stoke
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Newington, in Middlefex ; and after continuing three

years in this place, removed to a more commodious fitua-

tion in Newington Green. Here, for nineteen years, he

conduced his fchool with great reputation and fuccefs ;

many young perfons having been trained up by him to

knowledge and virtue. Few preceptors have been animat-

ed with a more ardent folicitude for forming the morals,

as well as the underftandings of their pupils. In 1 75 1 , he

married a lady who zealoufly concurred in promoting his

laudable and ufeful undertakings.

In 1764, he pubhfhed his great work, entitled " The

Dignity of Human Nature, or brief account of the certain

and eftablifhed means foi- attaining the true end of our ex-

iftence." It was reprinted in two volumes odavo, 1767.

Having, for many years, led a very laborious hfe, and

acquired a competent, though not a large fortune, he de-

termined to retire from bufmefs. In embracing this refo-

lution his more immediate objeA was to complete his

" Political Dlfquifitions," for which he had, during ten

years, been collcAing fuitable materials. Upon quitting

his fchool, in 1771, he fettled at Colebrooke, now Ifling-

ton, where he continued till his deceafe. He had not

been long in this new fituation, when he was attacked with

a fatal malady, which deeply afflifted him during the four

laft years of his life. Yet, to the aftonifhment of all who

were witnefTes of his fufFerings, he continued his Political

Difquifitions ; the two firft volumes were publifhed in

1774, and the third volume in the enfuing year.

It was his intention to have extended his Difquifitions

to feme other objeft, if he had not been prevented by the

violence of his diforder, the tortures of which he fuflained
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with uncommon patience, and from which he was happily

releafed, Auguft 26, 1 775, in the fixty firft year of his age.

Mr. Burgh was diftinguifhed for his benevolence, integ-

rity, and piety, and in his writings has ably and zealoufly

advocated the truth of the chriftian religion.

Biographical Didionaryi Vol, IL

Br, JOHN GREGORY.
John Gregory, a celebrated phyfician, was born at

Aberdeen, 1 724. After attending the medical le6lures at

£dinburg, he went to Leyden, and ftudied phyfic under

three celebrated profeflbrs. Soon after his return from

HoUasd, he was ele£led profefTor of philofophy in the

king's college of Aberdeen. He fettled in London, 1 754 ;

but in the fubfequent year was invited to fuccefed his

brother as profefTor of medicine in Aberdeen, and accepted

the offer.

In the year 1764, he publifhed his '< Comparative View

of the State and Faculties of Man, with thofe of the

Animal World.'* This work was confiderably enlarged

by the author, in a fecond edition. He was appointed

profefTor of medicine in the univerfity of Edinburg, 1 766 j

and the three following years, he and Dr. Cullen gave

alternate leftures on the theory and pradice of phyfic.

He was the author of the " Father's Legacy to his

Daughters," which has been traaflatcd into various lan-

guages. He died fuddenly, Feb) uaiy 9, 1773 ; having

retired in apparent health, he was found lifeltfs in the

morning.
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As a phyfician, Dr. Gregory was emineiitiy diftiriguifii-

ed. His beoevolent affedions were ftrong, and in the ex-

ercife of his profeffion, were exhibited in many namelefa

but important attentions to thofe under his care ; atten-

tions, which proceeding in him from a principle of hu-

manity, were not fquared to the circumftances or rank of

the patient, but bellowed with liberahty, where they were

mod requifite.

This excellent man was a firm behever in, and an advo-

cate for the truth of the chriftian religion. In his Legacy

to his Daughters, he fpeaks inhigh terms of the Holy Scrip-

tures ; and warmly recommends to them the ferious and de-

vout worfhip of God in public and private. In his " Com-

parative View," &c. he makes excellent reflexions on the

pleafures which refult from a devotional tafte. He ob-

ferves iir this work, that " fome philofophers have been

infidels ; few men of tafte and fentiment. There is a fub-

iime but tender melancholy, almoft the univerfal attendant

on genius, which is apt to degenerate into gloom and dif-

guft with the world. Devotion is admirably calculated

to footh this difpofitlon, by infenfibly leading the mind

to thofe profpedls which calm every murmur of difcontent,

and difFufe a cheerfulnefs over the darkeft hours of human

life."

B'wgraphia Medicay Vol L—Public Charaders, 1 8oQ.

Cregorfs Comparative Vienvy ^f.

LORD HAILES.
David Dalrymple, the fon of Sir James Dalrymple,

of Hailes, canto auditor of the exchequer for Scotland^
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was born at Edinbuig, on the 28tU uf October, 1726 ;

and educated at Eton fehool, where he was diftinguiftied

no lefs for his acquifitions in literature, than for the regu-

larity of his manners.

From Eton, he returned to Edinburg, where, after the

ufual courfe of a gentleman's ftudies in that univerfity, he

went to Utrecht, to apply himfelf to the civil law, and

remained there till 1746. He was called to the Scotch

bar in 1748, where, notwithftandfng his abilities and

learning, his fuccefs did not anfwer the expeflations which

had been formed. But though there were certain pecu-

•liarities in his manner, and he did not fliine as an orator,

yet on points which touched his own feelings, and the in-

terefts of truth and virtue, his language was animated, and

his arguments energetic.

His high fenfe of honour and inflexible integrity, were

univerfally admitted ; and it was with the warmeft appro-

batiort of the public, that in 1766, he was appointed one

of thejudges in the court of feffions ; and in 1776, he fuc-

ceeded to the place of a lord commiffioner of the jufticia-

ry. Upon taking his feat on the bench, he afTumed the

title of Lord Hailes, according to the ufage of the court,

and is generally known by this defignation among the

learned in Europe. His unwearied afliduity in examining

intricate matters, his concife and elegant manner of exprefT-

ing his fentiments, and his profound knowledge, rendered

him eminent in this ftation.

Lord Hailes was no lefs celebrated as a man of general

erudition, and as a voluminous writer, than as a found

lawyer, and an able and upright judge. His flcill in claf-

fical learning, the belles Icttres, and hiftorical antiquities,
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efpecially thofc of his own country, Is univerfally admitted.

Some of his writings are highly valuable ; in particular,

his Annals of Scotland, and Inquiry into the Secondary

Caufcs, which Mr. Gibbon has affigned for the rapid prog-

refs of chriftianity.

His tafte for retirement, which the ftate of his affairs

rendered for a while neceffary, increafed as he advanced

in years. His conflitution, as well as his principles and

habits, rendered him averfe to diffipation of every kind.

After he was made a judge, he confidered abftraftion from

the gay and fafliionable world as conneded with the duty

of one whofe time was no longer his own ; and when he

chofe to unbend his mind, it was in the fociety of literary

friends, whom he felefted as much for their mirth and good

humour, as for their genius and learning.

Although his lordfhip's conftitution had long been in

an enfeebled ftate, he profecuted his ftudies, and attended

his duty on the bench, till within three days of his death,

which happened on the 29th of November, 1792, in the

66th year of his age.

The following flcetch of Lord Hailes' character is ex-

traded from a funeral fermon, preached foon after his

death, by his learned friend and venerable paftor, Dr.

Carlifle.

His knowledge of the laws was accurate and profound,

and he apphed it in judging v/ith the moft fcrupulous in-

tegrity. In his proceedings in the criminal court, the fat-

isfadion he gave the public could not be furpafled. His

abhorrence of crimes, his t&ndernefs for the criminals, his

refpeft for the laws, and his reverential awe of the Om-
nipotent Judge, infpired him, on fome occafions, with a
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commanding fublimity of thought, and a feeling folcmnity

ofexprelllon, that made condemnation feemjuft, as the doom
of Providence, to the criminals themfelves, and raifed a falu-

tary horrour of crimes in the breafts of the audience.

" Confcious of the dignity and importance of the high

office he held, he never departed from the decorum that

becomes that reverend charadler ; which indeed coll him

no effort to fupport, becaufe he a6led from principle and

fentiment, both in public and private. Affectionate to his

family and relations, fimple and mild in his manners, pureand

confcientious in his morals, enlightened and entertaining in

his converfation, he left fociety only to regret, that devot-

ed as he was to more important employments, he had fo

little time to fpare for intercourfe with them.

" He was well known to be of high rank in the republic

of letters, and his lofs will be deeply felt through many of

her departments. His labours in illuftration of the hif-

tory of his country, and many other works of profound

erudition, remain as monuments of his accurate and faith-

ful refearches for materials, and his found judgment in the

felcdion of them. Of his unfeigned piety and devotion,

you have very often been witneffes where we now are.

I muft add however that his attendance on religious ordi-

nances, was not merely out of refpeft to the laws, find for

the fake of example, but from principle and convi(5lion,

and the moft confcientious regard to his duty j for he not

only praflifed all the virtues and charities, in proof of his

faith, buthe demonftratedthefmcerityof his zeal,by theun-

common pains betook toilluflrate primitive chriftianity, and

by his elaborate and able defence of it againft its enemies.

Supplement to the Encyclopedia,

P
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JAMES BOWDOIN, Esc^

James Bowdoin was defcended from the proteftant

inhabitants in France. His father, in the year 1686, oa

the perfecution which followed the revocation of the edift

of Nantz, fled to America, and in 1688, fettled in Bofton,

where his fon was born, Auguil 7th, 1726. He was

educated at Harvard college, and graduated in 1745.

During his refidence at the univerfity, he was diftinguifh-

cd for his fuperiour abilities, and Angular attention and

induftry in the purfuit of ufeful knowledge.

He had fcarcely attained the age of twenty one, when,

by the death of his father, he found himfelf in pofTeffion

of a large eftate, which enabled him to gratify his benevo-

lent difpofition, by his extenfive charity. He formed an

early connexion with a refpeflable family, which continued

during hfe, and afforded him the folace of domeflic en-

joyment.

In the year 1753* he was cholen a reprefentative foi-

the town of Bofton ; in 1757, and the twelve fucceeding

years, he was eleded a member of the council. During

the altercation with Great Britain, he took a decided part

in defence of the liberties of his country.

In the year 1779, when the people of Maffachufetts

called a convention for the purpofe of forming a new con-

flitution for the Hate, he was elefted their prefident, and in

this ftation, conduced with dignified propriety.

During a long period of his life, he was overfeer of

Harvard college ; and rendered the means of inftrudion

more ufeful, by many handfome donations ; and eftablifh-

ed, by his will, a fund for the benefit of the univerfity.

In May, 1780, when the aft, which gives a charter of
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incorporation to the American Academy of Arts anci

Sciences pafled the legiflature, he was chofen their prcfi-

dent, and for a number §>£ years, annually ele6^ed to the

{ame office. The fociety was benefited by his intereft,

while his literary labours ferved to promote the end de-

figned by the inftitution. His publications, which are in-

ferted in the Memoirs of the Academy, evince his deep

acquaintance with philofophical fubjcdls.

In the year 1785, he was chofen governour of Mafla-

chufetts, and was affiduous in performing the duties of this

exalted ftation. The enfuing year, he was again eleded ;

and his fpirited exertions, during the infurreftion, united

with thofe of the officers and militia under his command,

reftored order and regular government.

His laft appearance as a political chara(fler was in the

convention of the flate, appointed in 1 788, to corHder the

conftitution of the United States. He gave his voice for

the adoption of the federal conftitution, from a full con-

vi£lion that it was the beft that human wifdom could devife.

His reputation as a man of fcience and virtue, was not

confiaed to America, but diftinguifhed honours were con-

ferred upon him by many learned bodies. He was made

doftor of laws by the univcrfities of Cambridge, Phila-

delphia, and Edinburg ; fellow of the Royal Societies of

London and Dublin ; and prefident of the Humane So-

ciety in Maffachufetts.

This excellent man was an open and unreferved profef-

for of the chriftian religion ; and puntlual in performing

all the public and private duties it enjoins. His piety was

rational, uniform, and energetic ; it led him to be juft and

generous to his fellow men ; induced him to patronize
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every ufeful public inftitution , and rendered him kind and

affectionate in all the relations of domeftic life.

Whilft in pofleffion of the undebilitated powers of his

mind, he was attacked with a painful and fatal diforder,

under which he lived feveral months, but in the full view

of approaching death. Having embraced chriftianity, in

confequence of llridl examination and ferious convi6lion,

his religion was built on the firmeft bafis, on which he

refted his hope, and from which he derived his confola-

tion. He mentioned, during his illnefs, that the perufal

of " Bifhop Butler's Analogy" had been of great ufe in

fatisfying his doubts, and confirming his mind upon this

fubje(5^. *' From the time of my reading that book," faid

he, " 1 have been an humble follower of the bleffed Jefus."

He expreffed in ftrong but humble terms, his fenfe of the

benefit of afHiftions, the efficacy of chriftian principles to

fupport the mind under them, and the importance of re-

ligion to our prefent peace and future happinefs. His

profpedls of immortality were bright and glorious ; for

when he apprehended his diflbiution to be approaching,

he expreffed his fatisfadlion in the thought, that he was

*' going to the full enjoyment of God and his Redeemer."

He died in Bofton, November 6th, 1790, much refpeded

and beloved.

LowelPs Eulogy on Governour Bowdo'in.'—'

Thatcher^5 Sermon on his Death.

JOHN HOlVARDy EssIj

The life of this excellent man exhibits a fliining exam-

ple of difinterefted goodnefs and generofity. Here we
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fee a gentleman of independent fortune, voluntarily relin-

quifhing the enjoyments of eafe and elegance, and encoun-

tering fatigue and danger, to relieve the lowefl and mofl

abandoned part of mankind. Sfich an heroic inflance of

humanity and felf denial, difplays,*in a ftriking manner, the

benevolent tendency of the chriftian religion.

John Howard, the great philanthropift, who copying

the divine example, went about doing good, was born fit

^Enfield, 1727. He lofl his father in his youth, and not

being intended for a learned profeflion, received only an

ordinary education ; but the ftrength of his mind, and the

vigour of his perfeverance, in a great meafure fupplied thi&

deficiency.

His liberality, with refpefl to pecuniary concerns, was

early difplayed ; and at no time of his life does he feem

to have confidered money in any other light, than as an

inllrument in procuring happinefs to himfelf and others.

The little fortune which his firll wife pofleffed, he gave to

her fifter;'andduring hisrefidence in Newington, hebeftow--

eii much in chanty, and made a handfome donation for the

purpofe ofproviding a dwelling houfe for the minifter.

His attachment to religion was a principle imbibed in

his earlieft years, which continued fteady and uniform

through life. The body of chriftians, to whom he par-

ticularly united himfelf, were independants, and his fyftem

of behef was that of the moderate Calvinifts. But

though he appears early to have formed a decided opin»

ion refpe£ling the doftrines he thought beil founded, and

the mode of worfliip he moft approved, yet religion, ab-

flra£ledly confidered as the relation between man and his

Maker, feems to have been the principal objed of bis re-

P 2
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gard. He was lefs felicitous about modes and opinions,

than the internal fpirit of piety and devotion ; and in his

cftimate of different religious focieties, the circumftances

to which he principally attended were their apparent zeal

and fincerity. In Lon(!bnj he feems chiefly to have joined

the baptift congregation in Wild Street, long under the

ininiilry of the much refpefted Dr. Stennet. It was his

confiant praftice to join in the fervice of the eftabhfhment,

when he had not the opportunity of attending a place of

diflenting worfliip ; and though he was warmly attached

to the intereils of the party he efpoufed, yet he poffelfed

the true fpirit of catholicifm, which led him to honour

virtue and religion wherever he found them, and to regard

the m>eans, only as they were fubfervient to the end.

Mr. Howard's wife died in the year 1756, and being

now difengaged from domeftic cares, he was induced by a

lingular and fublime curiofity to vifit Lifbon, then lying

in the recent ruins of its terrible earthquake. The pack-

et in which he failed being taken by a French privateer,

he was lodged in a French prifon, and became acquainted

with all the fufferings of his countrymen in the fame fitu-

ation. Thefe, on his return to England, he took care to

make known to the commiflioners of fick and wounded

feamen, who gave him thanks for his information, and ex-

erted thernfelves to obtain redrefs. The future direftion

of his time and talentp, which gave him immortal fame,

v/as probably owing to this perfonal misfortune.

In the year 1758, he married Mifs Henrietta Leeds, a

lady who poffeffed in an eminent degree all the mild and

amiable virtues proper for her fex. After this alliance,

he fettled at his eftate in Cardingten; near Bedford,
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During his refidence in this place, he was afllduoufly la-

bouring topromotethehappinefsofallaroundhim. Though

devoid of the ambition of making a fplendid appearance,

he had a tafte for elegant neatnefs, in his habitation and

furniture. His fobriety of manners, and peculiarities of

living, did not fit him for much promifcuous fociety
; yet

no man received his feled friends with more true hofpital-

ity, and he always maintained an intercourfe with feveral

of the firft perfons in his country, who knew and refped-

ed his worth.

It was the capital object of his ambition at this time,

that the poor in his village fhould be the moll orderly in

their manners, the neateftin their perfons and habitations,

and poffeffed of the greateft fhare of the comforts of life,

that could be met with in any part of England ; and as it

was his difpofition to carry every thing he undertook to

the greateft pitch of perfedlion, he fpared no pains or ex-

penfe to effed this purpose. He began by building a

number of neat cottages on his eflate, annexing to each a

little land for a garden and other conveniences. In thefe

benevolent defigns, he had the full concurrence of his excel-

lent partner. Having once fettled his accounts at the clofe

of a year, and finding a balance in his lal >ur, he propofed

to his wife to make ufe of it in a journey to London, or

any other gratification flie chofe. *' What a pretty cot-

tage it would build," was her anfwer, and the money was

fo employed. Thefe comfortable habitations, he peo-

pled with the moft induftrlous and fober tenants he could

find ; and exercifed over them the fuperintendance of a

matter and a father combined. Being careful to furni/h

them with employment; to fiffiil them in ficknefs and dif-
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trefs, and to educate their children.* In order to prefervc

their morals, he made it a condition, that they fliould reg-

ularly attend their feveral places of worfliip, and abftain

from public houfes, and from fuch amufements as he

thought pernicious ; and he fecured their compliance

with his rules, by making them tenants at his will. He
was fo liberal at the fame time, as to give them liberty

to attend where they pleafed.

In the year 1765, his domeftic happinefs received a fe-

vere fhock, in the death of his beloved wife ; whofe mem-

ory he ever cherifhed with the greateft fondnefs and af-

fedion.

In the year 1773 he was nominated to ferve in the of-

fice of high fiierifF for the county of Bedford, which, as

he emphatically obferves, " brought the diftrefs of prifon-

crs more immediately under his notice." This induced

him to form the benevolent defign of vifiting all the pris-

ons and places of confinement throughout England, for

the heavenly purpofe of alleviating the mifery of the fuf-

ferers. This tour he accomplifhed with indefatigable

zeal, and being examined before the houfe of commons on

the fubjeft of prifons, he received the thanks of the fen-

ate for his exe»-*-i.ons ; and had the felicity to find his vol-

untary labours had not been wholly in vain, as they excit-

ed the attention of the legiflature, and were in fome meaf-

ure produftive of the benefits propofed.

To a man of Mr. Howard's enthufiafm, a flimulus was

fcarcely necefTary to do good ; but this encouragement

* Mr. Howard's bounty was particularly directed to giving the

poor a ufeful education ; and in early life, he eflablifhed jTchools for

both fexes,condu<Jled upon the moil judicious plan.
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operated like a cordial on his mind, and having repeatedly

infpedled the receptacles of crime, of poverty, and mifery,

throughout Great Britain and Ireland, he extended his

views to foreign countries. In this benevolent purfuit,

he travelled three times through France, four through

Germany, five through Holland, twice through Italy, once

through Spain and Portugal, and alfo through Denmark,

Sweden, Poland, and part of Turkey. Thefe excurfions

occupied, with fome fliort intervals of reft, the period of

twelve years.

In 1777, he pubhHied an account of foreign prifons,

and endeavoured to ferve the caufe of humanity by this

and other valuable works.

When he was abroad, a propofal was made to ereft a

flatue to his memory, while yet living. This intelligence

filled him with deep concern. " Alas ! faid he, our beft

performances have fuch a mixture of fm and folly, that

praife is vanity, prefumption, and pain to a thinking

mind.'* The defign was relinquifhed at his earneft re-

queft, and the money colleAed was principally applied for

the relief of captive innocence and misfortune.

He fat out upon his laft journey in July, 1789, which

was to have been of great extent, and taken up three

years. He feemed to apprehend that he was going

to bid a final farewell to his country ; and in his laft pub-

lication, previous to this fatal tour, obferves, " I am not

infenfible to the danger that muft attend fuch a journey ;

trufting however to the protedion of that kind Providence,

which has hitherto preferved me, 1 calmly and cheerfully

commit myfelf to the guidance of unerring wifdom.

Should it pleafe God to cut oflf my life, in the profecutiors
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of this defign, let not my conduft be uncandidly imputed

to rafhnefs or enthufiafm, but to a ferious, deliberate con-

viftion, that I am purfuing the path of duty ; and to a fin-

cere defire of being made an inftrument of more extenfive

ufefulnefsto my fellow creatures, than could be expeded in

the narrow circle of retired life."

This event, which his mind feemed to prefage, aftually

took place at Cherfon, a new Ruffian fettlement, where

the malignity of difeafe had cut oflF thoufands of that na-

tion. His benevolence prompted him to vifit a young la-

dy, who lay fick of an epidemic fever, in order to admin-

ifter fome medicine for her rehef. Here he caught the

diftemper, and"died, January 1 6th, 1790,3 vidim to his

own humanity.

A monument has lately been creeled to his memoiy in

St. Paul's cathedral, which reprefents Mr. Howard in a

Roman drefs, with a look and attitude expreffive of be-

nevolence and adivity, holding in one hand a fcroll of

plans for the improvement of prifons, hofpitals, &c. and

in the other, a key ; while he is trampling on chains and

fetters. The epitaph contains a fl<:etch of his hfe, and

concludes in theie words. " He trod an open but unfre-

quented path to immortality, in the ardent and unremit^

ted exercife of chriftian charity ; may this tribute to his

fame excite an emulation of his truly glorious achiev-

ments."

The following Hues, in Dr. Darwin*s Botanic Garden,

give a lively defcription of the a6live benevolence of this

excellent man.

« And now phllanthrophy, thy ways divine,

»• Dart thrbugh the globe, from Zembla to the line,.
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« o'er each dark prifon plays the cheering light,

« Like nothern iuftres o'er the vault of night,

** From realm to realm, with crofs or crefcenc crown'd,

•* Where'er mankind and mifery are found

;

•* O'er burning fands, deep waves, on wilds of fnow,

•* Thy Howard, journeying, feeks thehoufe of woe

;

** O'er many a winding flep, through dungeons dank,

" Where anguifh wails aloud, and fetters clank ;

* To caves, beftrew'd with many a mouldering bone,

" And cells, whofe echoes only learn to groan ;

" Where no kind bars a whifpering friend difclofe,

" No fun-beam enters, and no zephyr blows
;

" He treads, inemulous of fame or wealth,

« Profufe of toil, and prodigal of health

;

•* With foft, affuafive eloquence expands

** Power's rigid heart, and opes her clenching hands,

" Leads ftern eyed juftice to the dark domain,

" If not to fever, to relax the chain

;

•* Or guides awaken'd mercy through the gloom,

« And fhews the prifon, fifter to the tomb !

" Gives to her babes, the felf devoted wife,

" To her fond hufband, liberty and life.

" Ye fpirits of the good, who bend from high,

« Wide o'er thefe earthly fcenes, their partial eye,

« When fii-ft array'd in Virtue's pureft robe,

« They law her Howard traverfmg the globe,

«' Saw round his brows the fun-like glory blaze,

" In arrowy circles of unwearied rays

;

" Miftook a mortal for an angel gueft,

« And afk'd what Seraph foot the earth imprefs'd,

" Onward he moves, difeafe and death retire,

" And murmuring demons hate him, and admire,**

Aik'ivUs Life of Howard.—General

Biographical Di£iionary,
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JOHN THORNTONy Essi-

John Thornton, a gentleman diftinguifhed for lib",

erality and piety, who difpofed of various fums for charita-

ble purpofes, with an unremitting conftancy, during a

long courfe of years. His benefadlions were much larger

than is common for opulent perfons, who are celebrated

for their benevolence. Hence he was regarded rather as

a prodigy, that might excite aftonifhment, than as an ex-

ample, which men of equal affluence were obliged to

imitate.

His grand objeA in difpenfing his bounty, was to pro-

mote the knowledge and pradlice of religion among man-

kind ; and to induce the carelefs, the ignorant, and profli-

gate, to attend to their eternal welfare. Hence he was

the pattern of all pious and laborious clergymen, frequent-

ly educating young men, whom he found rcligioufly dif-

pofed, and purchafmg many livings, in which his ultimate

defign was, to plant ufeful minifters in thofe parts, where

he fuppofed the people to be perifhing for lack of vifion.

He alfo difperfed a great number of Bibles, in different

languages, into diflant countries, perhaps even in all quar-

ters of the globe, and with them vaft quantities of pious

and ufeful publications.

But though this was the grand obje6l of his liberality,

yet it was by no means condu6led on an exclufive princi-

ple. He aimed to adorn and recommend, as well as to

extend the religion which he profefTed, and to exhibit its

genuine tendency towards all men. In fubferriency to

this defign, and from the mofl enlarged and expanded phi-

lanthropy, he adopted, fupported, and patronized, every

undertaking calculated to fupply the wa«t8, to relieve the
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diHrefTes, or to increafe the comforts of any of the human
fpecies, in whatever climate, or of whatever defcription,

provided they properly fell within his fphere of aftion.

Perhaps it would even be difficult to mention one public

or private charity, of evident utility, to which he was not,

at one time or another, in fome meafure a benefaftor.

Mr. Thornton's beneficence was not always withheld,

even on account of the extreme wicked nefs of thofe who

were to receive the advantage of it ; but he was guided in

this refpedl by the profpe6l of doing them good, either in

refpedl of their temporal or eternal welfare.

His exteniive charitable donations did not embarrafs his

affairs, interfere with the real intereila of his family, or

oblige him to alter his very hofpitable, though fimple

manner of life. A proper and prudent economy furnifh-

cd him with fufficient funds for his profufe bounty. He
had no relifh for extravagance and luxury, and unneceffary

pomp and magnificence. Though he was courteous to

all men, and not forgetful to entertain flrangers, he was

not reflrained from the exercife of his adive benevolence

by a flavifh fubjeftion to the human opinions and fafliions,

by which public good fuffers fo much, and private happi-

tiefs gains fo little.

This excellent man rendered his bufinefs fubfervient to

Ills beneficence ; for he not only made the gains of his

commerce, in a great degree, a fund for the fupport of his

charity ; but his commerce itfelf was frequently an intro-

duftion to the knowledge of the wants and calamities of

mankind In diftant regions ; and a medium through which

±o relieve their necefnties, and to circulate among them

Bibles and other religious books.

His piety was equal to his philanthropy* He afliduouf-

Q
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\y ftudicd the facred Ccriptures, as the rule of his faith and

practice ; and was punctual in the public and private ex-

ercifes of devotion. Though he was attached to the

doftrine, vporfhip, and difciphne of the church of England,

he was equally a cordial friend to pious perfons among

the diffcnters. His rule of judgment was not determined

by a minute regard to his own fentinients in the more dif-

putable points, but was formed on the great outlines of

doclrine and pradice, which are evidently contained in

the fcriptures.

His unaffected and deep humihtymay be confidered as

another diftingui/hing trait m his charader. His liberality,

ufeful induftry, and piety, appeared not to himfelf in any

.Icgree meritorious. Nay, he was .convinced, that in every

refpe£l, he fell fliort of his duty, and was entirely depend-

ant on the mercy of God, in Jefus Chrift, for the pardon

of his fins, and for final acceptance and felicity.

Though Mr. Thornton was in general healthy, and pof-

feffed a good conftitution, yet for a long time before his

death, he was fenfible that he grew old, and often fpoke

of his nearnefs to the eternal world, with a ferenity that

(liowed fuch reflexions to be famiHar, and even fatisfadlory

to him ; and when the folemn feafon was arrived, he

calmly prepared for his diffolution, blefiing his furround-

ing children, and exhorted them to devote their lives to

the fervice of their Creator. This pious and benevolent

lyian died 1790.

Difcourfe on the Death of John Thornton.

Dr. JVHN G. ZIMMERMAN.
John George Zimmerman, a celebrated phyfician
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and ingenious anlhor, was born at Brugg, a town on the

German pai t of the canton of Berne, on the 8th of De-

cember, 1728. His father, the fenator J. Zimmerman,

anxious for his future eminence as a fcholar, fuperintended

his education until he had attained the age of fourteen,

when he was fent to a German univerfity, where he diftin-

guifhed himfelf by his unremitting attention to the vari-

ous branches of literature.

After leaving the univerfity, he determined to ftudy

phyfic under the celebrated Haller, who had recently been

promoted by George II. to a profeiTorfhip in the univerfi-

ty of Gottingen. The promifing genius of his young

pupil induced Haller to receive him with the greatefl cor-

diahty, and he behaved to him through hfe as a father,

preceptor, patron, and friend.

The genius of Zimmerman was too expanfive to be

confined cxclufively to the fludy of medicine ; mathemat-

ics, natural philofophy, and poHtics, alfo engaged his at-

tention. In order to relax his mind from feverer fludies,

he acquired a complete knowledge of the Englifli lan-

guage, through which he formed an intimacy with the beil

Britifh poets, particularly Shakefpeare, Pope, and Thom-

fon. Amidft thefe purfuits, he felt a ftrong prefentiment

of future greatnefs ; and in 1748, writes thus to Dr. Tif-

fot of BernC; his particular friend and biographer. " I

pafs every moment of my life here, hke a man who is de-

termined not to be forgotten by pofterity.'* But his ar-

dent purfuit of knowledge began materially to affed his

health, and produced many alarming fymptoms of that

grievous malady, the hypocondria, a diforder which affli(^-

ed him, and impeded his ufefullnefs through the whole

courfe of his life.
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During the early part of his refideRce at Berne, he pub-

lifhed many excellent effays in the Helvetic Journal, and

began the life of Haller, which he afterwards completed

and pubiiilied at Zurich. It was received with the higheft

approbation.

Zimmerman's heart was fufceptible of ftrong attach-

tnents, and he formed one for a lady, who was related ta

Haller, and widow of a Mr. Steele. She poffefTed good

fenfe, a highly cultivated mind, an elegant tafte, and lively

"fancy, united with that fweetnefsof manner, that equability

of temper, and foothing charm of voice, which fo fre-

quently recalled his drooping fpirits, during the time that

it pleafed Heaven to continue their union.

Soon after his marriage, the pofl. of phyfician to the

town of Brugg became vacant, and the principal citizens

requefted him to undertake it. Though the falary was

very moderate, he was induced to accept the place ; and

in this fituation paffed fourteen years of his life, dividing

his time between the ftudy and pra6i:ice of phyfic, perufing

valuable books on other fubje6ls, and in compofing, and

correfponding with his friends.

His conduct as a phyfician forms a ftrlking example for

thofe in the medical line, and is thus defcribed by his af-

fectionate biographer.

** Zimmerman's tafte for folitude did not render him neg-

leftfal of the functions, which his employment impofed

upon him, and which he fulfilled with the greateft tender-

oefs and mofl fcrupulous exa6tnefs. It was a duty, and

the difcharge of it gave him pleafure ; an extraordinary,

difficult, and dangerous cafe engaged his utmoft attention,

and he fcarcely ever quitted his patient. The hypocon-=

dria, faid thofc who knew him* difappeared'the raor»e«t
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he entered our chambers ; the concern with which he ex-

amined us, commenced by giving us comfort ; he confoled

and encouraged us, and finifhed his vifits as a phyfician, by

the remarks of a friend, which fufpended in part the feel-

ing of our ills."

In 1756, he publifhed his firft " Eflay on Solitude ;'*

and three years after, gave the world his '< Differtation on

National Pride.'* In 1 760, he was admitted a member of

the fociety at Berhn ; and fmce that time^ of federal other

literary bodies, who were eager to receive him.

In the year 1768, he was appointed chief phyfician t".«

the king of England in Hanover. In this fituation, he

was plunged in the deepefl forrow, by the death of his ex-

cellent wife, who, after many years of lingering ficknefs,

expired in his arms, on the 23d of June, 1770. In the

year 1781, he was alfo deprived of an amiable daughter.

His domeftic comforts being now almod entirely de-

ftroyed, he was induced once more to enter into the mar-

riage union with a daughter of the king's phyfician at Lu-

nenburg. This lady was well acquainted with the Eng-

lifli and Italian languages ; fhe criticifed his compofitions

with original tafte and found judgment ; and continued

to the laft moment of his life, to be the tutelary angel, that

direfted, fuftained, and confoled him. It was at this pe-

riod, that he refumed and finiflied, nearly thirty years after

his firft eflay, his great work on Solitude. It is in four

volumes ; the two firil of which appeared in 1784, the

two laft in 1786.

This publication was received with great applaufe.

The emprefs of Rullia was fo well pleafed with it, that in

1786, fhe fent the author a ring, fet with diamonds of ex-

traordiaary fize and beauty, with a golden medal; bearing

0^2
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on one fide the figure of the emprefs, and on the other,

the happy reform of the Ruffian monarchy ; to which was

added a note in her own hand writing, containing thefe

words. <« To M. Zimmerman, counfellor of ftate, and

phyfician of his Britannic majefty, to thank him for the ex-

cellent precepts he has given mankind, in his book upon

Sohtude." Thefe flattering marks of her approbatioH,

were accompanied with an invitation to St. Peterfburg,

which he decHned, on account of his health. The em-

prefs commenced a corrcfpondeuce with him, which lafted

fix years. The ordinary fubjefts of their letters were

politics, literature, and philofophy. She aifo caufed it ta

be propofed to him to fettle at St. Peterfburg, as her firfl:

phyfician, with a haiidfome falary ; but he declined ac-

cepting the offer.

This celebrated phyfician was a zealous advocate for the

truth of the chriftian religion j hence, at this period, hc^

fuffered great uneafinefs from the progrefs of a new and ex-

traordinary fociety, whofe grand objedl he fuppofed was

to abolifh religion, and fubvert fecial order. This con-

federacy, which is denominated, " T^Iiq Secret Society of

the Illuminated,^' had become very formidable in Gernia--

ny ; and had vainly endeavoured to gain Zimmerman,

who laid before the pubhc the means by which they en-

deavoured to make profelytes. From that time, he was'

attacked by all the journalifts in Germany. His book

was not criticifed, but burnt ; and feveral pamphlets ap-

peared to blacken his charaAer and infult him. Too wife

to reply, though deeply irritated by their invedives, and

llill m.ore by the iniquitous myfteries which he daily faw

developed, he attacked without referve, and with all the

energy of h'lo niind 3iid pen, the whole tribe of ^he illu-
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minated. Though many refpedable perfons faw the

progrefs of this fociety with filent regret, he was the firft

to expofe its principles, and endeavour to open the eyes

of the princes of Germany, to the danger to which they

were liable, by negledling to oppofe the progrefs of fo for-

midable a league.

A correfpondence foon commenced between Zimmer-

man, and a number of perfons who entertained fimilar

ideas on this fubjefl. In 1791, he received very prefllng

letters from M. Hoffman, profefTor of eloquence at Vienna,

propofmg the eftablifhment of a journal to guard againft

the defigns of the llluminees, and requefting diredions,

materials, and advice. In his anfwers, he hinted at means

to be employed by the princes, for fupprefling thefe new

revolutionifts. Soon after, Hoffman informed him that the

emperour, Leopold, patronifed his journal, and was deter-

mined to exert his utmofl authority to crufh the confede-

racy. Upon receiving this information, Zimmerman ad-

dreffed a memorial to that prince, explaining the dano-er-

ous principles of this fedl, and pointing out the befl meth*

cds of preventing their fatal confequences. The empe-

rour returned a fpeedy anfwer, in which he teflified his ap-

probation ; and, as a mark of his gratitude, prefented him

a box fet in diamonds with his cypher. A letter from the

perfon whom Zimmerman had employed to prefent the me-

morial, and with whom Leopold had converfed concerning

it, entered into very minute details refpeding the inten-

tions of that prince, and declared that he had refolved im-

mediately to employ the meafures which had been recom-

mended to him ; and that, in order to extend their influ-

ence, the affair fhould be reprefented to the diet of Ratif-

boa, as an obje<^ which demanded their mofl ferious de-
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liberation. This intelligence was highly pleafing to Zim-

merman ; but his grief was proportionably great, when, a

few days after, he was informed of the unexpefted death

of the emperour, accompanied with very myfterious cir«

cumftances.

This excellent man foon recovered from the deje<^ioti

into which this event had plunged him, and redoubled his

aftivity, by extending his correfpondences, and pubHftiing

frefh pamphlets. He not only wrote himfelf, but difperf-

ed the works of the other defenders of the fame caufe,

which was no eafy taflc, as many of the bookfellers were

in the intereft of the llluminees, who purfued him as their

moft dangerous enemy. Deeply impreffed with the im-

portance of the caufe, he devoted the hours of repofe,

both early and late, to this arduous taflc. His mind was

thus in continual adion, and his body had not the repofe it

required. He fupporfeed himfelf under this inceflant fa-

tigue for feveral years ; but his health was gradually un-

dermined, and in 1 794, he wrote a letter to his particular

friend, in which he thus points out the progrefs of the fe-

cret fociety. " She is miilrefs of almoft every prefs, of

every German journal, and of all the courts.'* The events"

of the war in Germany feemed alfo deeply to affed hia

fpirits ; and he feared the invafion of the eledorate, and

the facking of Hanover. Thefe melancholy ideas increaf-

ed in proportion as his health and ftrength failed, and he

was haunted with the idea that the enemy were plundering

his houfe, and he and his family reduced to a ftate ofmifery

and want. At certain intervals, his mind feemed to recover,

only for the purpofe of rendering him fenfible of his ap-

proaching diffolution ; and he frequently faid to his phyfi-

cians, « I perceive my death will be /low and painful.'^
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About fourteen hours before his death, he exclaimed,

'* leave m-e to myfelf, I am dying/' He expired without

a groan, on the 7th of Oftober, 1798.

<* What upright mind," fays Dr. Tiffot, " does not re-

gret the lofs of a man, who has given himfelf up with a

perfeverance, perhaps without example, to the good of

humanity ; who having feen fpring up, and quickly be-

come powerful, an affociation, whofe aim feems to be the

deftru6lion of every bafe on which, for fo many ages, the

order and happinefs of fociety has repofed ; who firft, and

for a long time alone, combatted all its principles, and op-

pofed himfelf to its progrefs, with a force and conftancy,

of which few, very few men, would have been capable ;

who, without any other view than that of the general

good, and animated by the admirable principle, that to

fpare the wicied is to hurt the good, expofed himfelf to

the mod violent criticifm, to the refentment, to the hatred,

of a multitude of men, redoubtable by their talents, by their

credit, and even by their principles ; who has facrificed his

pleafures, his fortune, his repofe, his health, and even his

life, to the defire ofputting a Hop to a defolating fcourge,"

Tijfot^s Life of Zimmerm^m

EDMUND BURKE, Es^.

Edmund Burke, a celebrated ftatefman, was the foa

of a worthy and able attorney, and born in Limerick in

Ireland, 1729. He was firft fent to an academy, and

thence to Dublin college. Having completed his educa-

tion at the univerfity, he went to London, and entered him-

felf a ftudent of the Middle Temple, with a view of being
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called to the bar. Animated by the firft examples of an-

tiquity, he bent all the powers of his capacious mind to

the acquifition of knowledge. But his health was not

equal to this intenfe apphcation, and a dangerous illnefs

threatened to deprive himfelf, his friends, and the world,

of the fruits of fuch unparalled induftry and talents.

Soon after his recovery, he married Mifs Nugent>

daughter of the phyfician who attended him in his fick-

nefs. Returning health again enabled him to purfue his

ftudies, and the firft efforts of his genius were exhibited in

** An Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of our Ideas

refpefting the Subhme and Beautiful." From this work

we may date the commencement of his fame as an author.

In the year 1776, he was made fecretary to the marquis

of Rockingham ; and through the favour of Lord Verney,

was fopn after returned a reprefentative of the borough of

Wendover. His firft exertions in parhament were in op-

pofition to the defign of taxing the Americans. All his

public fpeeches were eminently diftinguiflied for eloquence,

and brilliancy of imagination.

In 1790, he publifhed his Reflections on the change

which had been eftecled in France. He had long viewed

with anxiety the new philofophy become fafhionable in

that kingdom ; and beftowed the moft accurate attention

on the defigns of its votaries, as they gradually unfolded

themfelves. Being firmly convinced of the truth of Di-

vine Revelation, his mind was ftrongly impreffed with the

necefiity of reHgion to the well being of foeiety ; for he

faw that morals would fail without its fupport ; and that

religious fcepticifm had a tendency to produce political

confufion.
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During the recefs of 1794, he quitted tke fenate in fa-

vour of his fon ; but he did not Hve to fulfil the expecta-

tions of his beloved father, who was deeply affefted with

his death.

This great man*s moral character was as amiable and

refpe6lable, as his intelledlual was admirable ; and his con-

du6l was exemplary in all the duties and relations of life.

His afFe£lions were ardent,and his friendships fervid and ac-

tive. He united the wifdom of the philofopher with the

urbanity and elegance of the polite gentleman, and held

an elevated rank among the ftatefmen of Europe.

During his lafl illnefs, his underftan iling; operated vnth.

undiminifhed force, and uncontrai9:ed range ; and his dif-

pofition retained its ufual fweetnefs. He continued regu-

larly to perform the duties of benevolence and religion.

His concern for the happinefs of his friends, and the welfare

ofmankind, were equally vivid. He frequently, during his

ficknefs, declarf^d his unfhaken belief of the chriftian reli-

gion, his veneration for chriftiaas of allperfuafions, but his

own preff^rence for the church of England. He bore his

long and painful illnefs with the fortitude of a chriftian ;

and looked forward with trembling hope to that eternal

reft, which he had long fought with unfeigned humilia-

tion. He appeared neither to wifli nor to dread, but pa-

tiently and placidly to wait the hour appointed for all liv-

ing. A fhort time before his death, he recapitulated the

moft important aftions of his hfe, the circumftances in

which he a6:ed, and the motives by which he was prompt-

ed ; and fpoke with pleafure of the confcious redlitude of

his intentions. He expreffed his cordial forgivenefs of all

thofe who had endeavoured to injure hint. His end was
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fuited to the fimple greatnefs of mind he had difplayed

through hfe, calm without levity, and full of dignity with*

out oftcntation. He had been liftening to fome effays of

AddiXon, in which he ever took delight ; had recommend-

ed himfelf in many affedlionate raeffages to the remem-

brance of thofe abfent friends, whom he had never ceafed

to love ; had converfed fome time with his accuftomed

energy of thought and expreffion, on the awful fituation

of his country, for the welfare of which his heart was in-

terefted to its laft beat ; had given with fteady compofure

fome private directions, in contemplation of his approach-

ing death, when, as his attendants were conveying him to

his bed, funk down, and, after a fhort flruggle, expired

without a groan, July 8th, 1797* at his feat at Beaconf-

field, in the fixty eighth year of his age.

Btffet^s Life ofBurke.—Annual Necrology y I797»

WILLIAM CO IV PER, Essh

William Cowper, an eminent poet, was born in 173 1.

He was defcended from an ancient family, who were dif-

tinguifhed both for rank and talents. His father, the

reverend John Cowper, was chaplain to King George H.

and reAor of Great Berkhamftead in Hertfordfhire. His

mother, whofe merits are feelingly recorded by the filial

tendernefs of the poet, died in 1737.* The lofs of this

excellent parent in his childhood, was his firft misfortune,

snd perhaps contribut'ed greatly to the dark colouring of

* Mr. Cowper publiihcd a beautiful little poem, fifty years after

the deceafe of his mother, oji receiving her pidura from Norfolk.
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his fubfequent life. He appeared peculiarly to require

maternal attention j for his infancy was delicate in no com-

mon degree, and his conftitution difcovered at a very early

feafon, that morbid tendency to diffidence, to melancholy

and defpair, which darkened as he advanced in years, into

periodical iits of the moft deplorable depreffion.

At nine years old, Cowper v^'^s fent to Weft minder

fchool. This fituation was ill fuited to his natural ten-

dernefs and timidity ; and the crnel treatment of his older

aflbciates, left an indelible impreffion on his mind. How-

ever, it did not prevent him from cultivating his intellec-

tual faculties with affiduity and fuccefs.

After quitting Weftminfter fchool, at the age of eigh-

teen, he was fent to a celebrated attorney, with whom he

continued three years, and then entered himfelf, as a reg-

ular ftudent in law, at the Inner Temple. His genius and

inclinations rendered him totally unfit to encounter the

buille and perplexities of public life. His biographer ob-

ferves, that, " referved as he was to an extraordinary and

painful degree, his heart and mind were yet admirably

fafhioned by nature, for all the refined intercourfe and con-

fidential delights of friendiliip and of love ; but though

apparently formed to poffefs, and to communicate an ex-

traordinary portion of mortal felicity, the incidents of his

life were fuch, that, confpiring with the peculiarities of his

nature, they rendered him, at different times, the moft un-

happy of mankind."

In his thirty third year, he was nominated to the ofRce

of reading clerk, and clerk of the private committees in the

Houfe of Lords. But as the idea of reading in public

proved a fourcc of torture to his tender and apprtbenfive

R
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fpirit, an expedient was devifcd to promote bis intereft,

without wounding his feelings. Refigning this fituation,

he was appointed clerk of the journals in the Houfe of

Parhament, with a hope that his perfonal appearance in

that afiembly might not be required. But this expcda-

tion wae alfo fruilrated j a padiamentary difpute made it

neceffary for him to appear at the bar of the Houfe of

Lords, to entitle himfelf pubhcly for the ofGice.

Animated by the intreaties of his friends, he endeav-

, cured to furmount his tcrrours on this occafion ; and to

prepare himfelf for his public duty, by attending clofely

at the office for feveral months, to examine the parlia-

ir.entary journals. j his application was rendered ufelefs by

that exceflive diffidence, which made him conceive that,

whatever knovidedge he might previoufly acquire, would

,sll forfake him at the bar of the houfe. This diftreffing

apprehenfion increafed to fuch a degree, as the time for

his appearance approached, that w^hen the day fo anxiouf-

ly dreaded arrived, he was unable to make the experiment.

The conflift between the wifh.es of juft, a£fe6lionate am-

bition, and the terrours of diffidence, fo entirely over-

whelmed his health and faculties, that after two learned

and benevolent divines, the reverend John Cowper, his

brother, and the reverend Martin Madan, his firft coufin,

bad vainly endeavoured to eftablifli a lading tranquillity in

his mind, by fnendly and religious converfation, it was

found necefiary to remove him to St. Albans, under the

care of Dr. Cotton, a celebrated phyfician and poet, with

whom he remained eighteen months.

At this period, diHreffing apprehenfions refpeftlng his

eternal welfare were added to Cowper's conRitutional aid-
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ancholy. From December, 1763, to the following year,

he laboured under the fevereft fufferings of mental depref-

fioH ; but the medical fliill of Dr. Cotton, combined with

his cheerful, benignant manners, gradually fucceeded, with

the blefling of Heaven, in removing the undefcribablc load

of religious defpondency, which had clouded his admira-

ble faculties. His ideas of religion were changed from

the gloom of terrour and defpair, to the iuflre of comfort

and delight.

This more jufl and cheering view of evangelical trutby

is faid to have arifen in his mind, whilfl: he was reading the

third chapter of St. Paul's epillle to the Romans. De-

vout contemplation became more and more dear to his re-

viving fpirit. He now refolved to relinquifli all thoughts

of a laborious profefiion, and all intercourfe with the bufy

world, and pafs the remainder of his 'life in retirement.

The confolation which he experienced, after the fevercfi

diftrefs, he thus defcribes in an affcfting allegory.

** J was a flricken deer, that left the herd

** Long fmce ; with many an arrow deep infix'd,

" My panting iide was chrn'jj'd, when I withdrew

•' To feek a tranquil death in diftant fhades.

" There was I found by one who had himfelf

'• Been hurt by the archers. In his fide he bore,

" And in his hands and feet, the cruel fears.

" Wich gentle force foliciting the darts,

" He drew them forth, and heal'd, and bade me live
"'

' The Tq/hy Book II

L

In June, 1765, the reviving invahd removed to a pri.

vate lodging in the town of Huntingdon, where he had

frequent opportunities of intercourfe with his brother, tht!

reverend John Cowper, whofe place of refidence was con-
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tiguous. In this retirement, he attracted the notice of

William Carthorne Unwin, then a ftudent at Cambridge,

whofe father, a clergyman, fuperintended a private claffical

feminary in Huntingdon. This intelligent young man

folicited Cowper's acquaintance, and, charmed with the

acquifition of fuch a friend, prefcnted him to his parents,

who afFedlionately folicited him to relinquifh his lonely

lodgings, and fix his refidence with them. He complied

with their requeft, and Hved in the moft intimate friend-

ftiip with this amiable family.

After the death of Mr. Unwin, which took place in

1767, Mr. Cowper removed to Olney in Buckinghamfhire,

accompanied with that gentleman^s widow, who gene-

roufly requefted him to continue under her care. This

lady poffefTed a fuperiour intelle£l, and highly cultivated

mind ; and proved to him a fingular and invaluable friend.

The reverend Mr. Newton was then curate of Olney, and

they were defirous of entering into the flock of a benevo-

lent and animated paftor, whofe religious ideas were con-

genial with their own.

The retirement of this excellent man was ennobled by

many private a6^s of beneficence ; for though he was far

from being opulent, he exerted his confined ability to the

utmoft to affift the indigent ; and his capacity to do good

was enlarged, by the liberal afiidance of the late Mr.

Thornton, whofe memory he has immoi talized in his poem

on charity.

In 1770, the ficknefs and death of his learned, pious,

and affe6lionate brother, made a very deep imprefiion on

the tender heart and mind of Cowper ; hence he was in-

duced to write, a narrative of the remark able circumftan*
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CCS which occurred at that time. In his fequeftered life,

he feems to have been much confoled and entertained, by

the fociety of his pious friend, Mr. Newton, in whofe re-

ligious purfuits, he took an active part. A colIe6lion of

hymns, compofed for the inhabitants of Olney, was the-

joint produ6lion of the divine and poet, and intended, as

the former exprefsly fays in his preface, " to perpetuate^

the remembrance of an intimate and endeared friendfhip."

In 1773, Cowper funk into fevere paroxyfms of reli-

gious defpondency, which fufpended the exercife of his

genius for feveral years. He recovered by flow degrees^

and refumed his literary purfuits. In 178 r, he pubhflied

a volume of poems, chiefly on ferious fubjecls. In 1786,

he compofed the Tafli, which was printed the following,

year. In this poem, he not only furpafled all his former

compofitions, but executed an extenfive work, of original

and diverfified excellence.

In 1786, he removed with Mrs. Unwin, to the pleafant

village of Weflon. During his refidence in Olney, his in-

timacy with Mr. Newton was fo great, that this venera-

ble divine has defcribed it in the following remarkabls

terms, in memoirs of the poet, which affeftion induced

him to begin, but which the troubles and infirmities of a

very advanced life have obhged him to relinquifli.

" For nearly twelve years we were feldom feparated

for feven hours at a time, when we were awake and at

home. The firil fix, I paflcd in daily admiring, and en--

deavouring to imitate him ; during the fecond fix, 1 vva'k-

ed penfively with him in the valley of the fhadow of death.*'

Mr. Newton records, with a becoming fatisfadion, the

€3fangeUcal charity of his friend. " He loved the poor,'/
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fays his devout memorialift, " he often vifited them in their

cottages, converfed with them in the moft condefc£nding

manner, fympathifed with them, counfelled and comforted

ihem in their diftrefTes ; and thofe who were ferioufly dif-

pofed, were often cheered and animated by his prayers."

In 1 79 1, after five years of intenfe labour, Cowper pub-

liflied a complete verfion of Homer, in two quarto volumes.

At the conclufion of this work, he undertook an edition of

Milton, with a tranflation of his Latin and Italian poems,

Mr. Hayley, who had diftinguifhed himfelf by feveral in-

genious produ6lions, both in profe and verfe, was then en-

gaged in writing the Life of Milton. This incident gave

rife to an intimate and endearing acquaintance between

the two authors. Upon their firft introduftion, Mr.

Hayley obferves, " 1 was enchanted, to find that the man-

ners and converfation of Cowper refembled his poetry^

charming by unafFedled elegance and the graces of a be-

nevolent fpirit.'*

The literary purfuits of this eminent poet were again-

interrupted by the dechning health of Mrs. Unwin, who

had watched over him with maternal vigilance, during the

long periods of his deprefTive malady. Her increafing ill-

iiefs confpired, with his conflitutional melancholy, gradu-

ally to undermine his faculties, and plunge him in the

mofl diftrefTing fituation.

Ill 1794, the king granted an annuity of three hun-

dred a year, to this dejcded invalid ; and in 1795, he was

placed under the care of his young kinfman, the reverend

John Johnfon, of Dereham, who devoted himfelf to the

promotion of his health and happinefs. In 1796, Mrs.

Unwin ended a tr<^ubkd exiflenccp diftinguiflied by a fub»
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lime fpirit of piety and friendfKip, that fhone through long

periods of calamity, and continued to glimmer through

the diftrefsful twilight of her declining faculties. She

was buried in the north aifle of Dereham church ; a marble

tablet was ereded to her memory, with the following in-

fcription.

" Truftbg in God with all her heart and mind,

•' This woman prov'd magnanimoully kind,

" Endur'd afflidion's defolating hail,

" And watch'd a poet through misfortune's vale.

" Her fpotlefs duft angelic guards defend !

« It is the duft of Unwin, Cowper's friend I

« That fingle title in itfelf is fame,

" For ail who read his verfe, revere her name."

Cowper furvived this lady four years, during which time

Mr. Johnfon continued his affedionate attentions ; and it

feemed as if Providence had exprefsly formed him to prove

fuch a guardian to the declining years of this aiBided

poet, as the peculiar exigencies of his fituation required.

He was at times fo far reheved, as to write a few occa-

fional poems ; and his friends fometimes indulged the hope

of his complete reftoration to health ; but the depreflion

of his mind was the efFed of bodily diforder, fo obftinate

that their expedations were fatally difappointed ; and to-

wards the clofe of the year 1799, it became fufHciently

evident that he cou!d not fuccefsfully contend with the

ravages of a rapid decay, and that ere long the mortal muft

put on immortality.

The deplorable inquietude and darknefs of his latter

years, were mercifully terminated by a moft gentle and

tranquil diflblution. He pafTed through the awful mo-

ments of death A? mildly, that although five perfons were
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pvefent, and obferving him in his chamber, not one of

tbem perceived him to expire ; but he had ceafed to breathe

about five minutes before five in the afternoon, on the 25th

of April, 1800. He was buried in Dereham church,

where a monument was ereded to his memory.

Mr. Hayley, the affeftionate biographer of this excel-

lent man, obferves, that *' Few minifters of the gofpel

have fearched the fcriptures more diligently than Cowper,

in his days of health, and with happier efFefl ; for a fpirit

of evangelical kindnefs and purity pervaded the whole

tenour of his language, and all the conduft of his life.'*

He prepared himfelf for his great poetical achievements,

by a fervent application to the facred oracles. In read-

ing the Bible, he admired and ftudied the eloquence of the

prophets. He was particularly charmed with the energy

of their language, in defcribing the wrath of the Al-

mighty.

By his zealous attention to the fcripture, he incefTantly

treafured in his own capacious mind, thofe inexhauftible

ftores of fentiment and expreflion, which enabled him

gradually to afcend the pureft heights of poetical renown,

which rendered him at laft, what he ardently wifhed to

prove—the poet of chriftianity—the monitor of the worldo

Hayley^s Life of ConvpeVi.

Sir WILLIAM JONES,
William Jones, Efq. was born in 1746, at his fa=^

ther's refidence in Wales. He was fon to the famous'

iDathematician, William Jones, who was the pupil and'
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friend of Newton, under whofe patronage he taught

mathematics in London.

Under the guidance and tuition of fuch a parent, the

mind of this celebrated man was early formed to regular

habits of thinking, and from him he foon caught the

generous cnthufiafm of literary fame. After having been

inflrufted by his father in the rudiments of clafiical learn-

ing, he was placed at Harrow fchool, where he diftin-

guirtied himfelf no lefs by his wonderful facility in acquir-

ing the learned languages, than by his fine tafte in Latin

poetry.

In 1763, he was fent to the univerfity at Oxford, of

which he was foon made a fellow, and where he was equal-

ly diftinguifhed for prematurity of mind, and unexampled

diligence in his ftudies. His diligence indeed was fo un-

remitting, and his memory fo retentive, that before he had

attained the age of twenty two, he not only acquired a

thorough knowledge of the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin

tongues, but had alfo made great proficiency in the Arabic

and Perfian. Neither had he negleded to cultivate the

pohfhed languages of modern Europe ; and his knowledge

of the French was fo perfeft, that at the age of twenty

four, while he was yet a reclufe ftudent at the univerfity,

he tranflated the hiftory of Nadir Shaw from Perfian into

French, not only with grammatical cxaftnefs, but with a

purity and elegance of di6i:ion, that obtained him the ap-

plaufe of the mod diftinguifhed critics in France. About

this time he publiflied his " Commentaries on *^fiatic

Poetry."

He had determined on attaching himfelf to the profef-

Hon of the law, at the age of twenty four ; and though his
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ftudies in general jurifprudence, and the common law of

England, had been purfued with the mod indefatigable

diligence, he neglefted not at the fame time, to give his

attention to phyfical fciences, and to carry on with amaz-

ing rapidity, his rcfearches into the literature of Alia.

Between the years 1776, and 1784, he publifhed a num-

bef of ingenious effays in profe, and a volume of poems,

chiefly confitting of tranflations from the Arabic, Perfian,

and Turkifh poets.

The reputation of his genius and great learning, being

now fpread abroad, his acquaintance was fought by peo-

ple of the firft rank in literature ; he confequently became

known to Dr. Johnfon and Dr. Jornua Reynolds, who

introduced him to the celebrated hterary'clnb, of which

he was admitted a member.

In the fummer of 1783, he embarked for India, having

been appointed one of the judges of the fupreme court of

Calcutta.

When he arrived at Calcutta, after taking his feat on

the bench of the fupr«;me court, according to the ufual

forms, he made public his plan for inftituting a fociety in

that place, *« for the purpofe of inquiring into the hiftory,

arts, fciences, and literature of Afia." This plan was

eagerly embraced by thofe gentlemen in Calcutta, who

were beft qualified to eftimate its advantages, and to con=.

tribute to its fupport, and being patronized by Mr. Haf-

tings, the governour general, the fociety was founded, Sir

William Jones was eledled perpetual prefident, and deliv-

ered his preliminary difcourfe in 1784.

He was now enabled to give full fcope to the energy

of his mind, and to gratify every wifh of his heart. The
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^'idc and fruitful region of Afiatic learning was opened

before him, and the high and independent ftation which

he filled, gave him a commanding profpeft of it, whilft

he praftifed thofe laws, which it was the pride of his life

to cherilh and revere, and adminiftered to his fellow crea-

tures the pure maxims of juftice and truth.

He had long ardently defired to ftudy the Sanfcrit lan-

guage, and in three years made himfelf fo completely maf-

ter of it, that the moll enlightened profefTors of the doc-

trine ofBrahma, confefled with pride; delight, and furprize,

that his knowledge of their facred dialed was mod criti-

cally correal and profound, Their refped and attach-

ment continued to the laft. The Pandits, who were in

the habit of attending him, fmcerely lamented his death,

and felt the higheft admiration for his fuperiour talents

and virtues.

He applied hlmfelf to his fludies with pertinacious and

unwearied diligence. Notwithftanding the great atten-

tion, which his profeflional duties, and the preparation of

his many valuable difcourfes to the Afiatic Society re-

quired, he found time to write and publifii fome works,

no lefs curious than important, between the years 1788,

and 1793. Thefe were an Englifh verfion of the Siraji-

jah or Mahometan law of inheritance, with a comm.enta-

ry ; the Inftitutes of Menu, literally tranflated from the

Sanfcrit, with a learned preface, treating both of the an-

tiquity and value of the work ; and an elegant tranflation

of the drama of Sancontala, from the faille language.

The firft of thefe performances, he printed at his own ex-

penfe, and fold for the benefit of infolvent debtors ; an

action fo difinterefted, that ft will ferve to do immortal

honour to his memor-y.
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This eminent man had engaged in a moft ufeful work,

which was a copious digeft of the Mahometan and Hindoo

law, compiled from Arabic and Sanfcrit originals, a plan

of which he prefented to government, who gave it the moft

liberal patronage and llrenuous fupport ; but the hand of

death arretted the progrefs of this performance. In April,

1 794, he was attacked with a bilious complaint, which,

after a few weeks, proved fo obftinate, that it baffled the

utmoft fliill of his phyficians. The laft hour of his life

was marked by a folemn afl of devotion. Fmding his

diflblution rapidly approaching, he defired his attendants

to carry him into an inner apartment, where at his defirc

they left him. Returning, after a fhort interval, they

found him in a kneeling pofture, with his hands clafped,

and his eyes fixed towards heaven. As they were remov-

ing him, he expired.

The following epitaph was written by himfelf, and will

fJoubtlefs be acceptable to the reader.

Here lies depofitcd,

The mortal remains of a man

Who feared God, but not death ;

And maintained independence,

But fought not riches :

V/ho thought

None below him but the bafe and unjuft,

None above him but the wife and virtuous.

Who loved

His parents, kindred, friends, country,

With an ardour

Which was the chief fource of

AH his pleafures, and all his pains ;

And who having devoted
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His life to the fervice

And to

The improvement of his mind,

Refigned it calmly,

Giving glory to his Creator ;

Wifhing peace on earth,

And
Good will to all creatures,

On the—day of

—

In the year of our bleffed Redeemer

MDCC.
The perfon of Sir William Jones was genteel and grace-

ful ; his countenance open, manly, vivacious, and ferene.

His deportment was dignified, yet eafy ; his addrefs cour-

teous, yet plain ; and his manners polifhed, yet familiar.

Hence, upon a firft acquaintance, he not only excited the

admiration, but acquired the efteem of thofe with whom
he converfed. In converfation, he illuftratcd in a pleafing

manner every topic which was difcuffed, and conveyed in-

ftruftion with a modefty and elegance, that at once capti-

vated and informed the mind.

The placidity and gentlenefs for which he was diftin-

guifhed, did not proceed from conftitutional tamenefs and

languor, but fprang from the union of temperance and hb°

erality, which a virtuous habit had formed in his mind.

He was fedate, moderate, and cautious j but at the fame

time animated, afpiring, and generous. He pofTeiTed 2

proud honour, an inflexible firmnefs, arid a high fenfe of

juftice ; yet he had not in his difpofition any thing of

haughtinefs, obdinacy, or aufterity. His pride confifted

hi the love of independence ; his refolution, in (hunning

the temptations of vice ; and his idea of equity, in pre-
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curing peace and happinefs among men, by making the

laws lovely rather than I'evere.

He was no lefs eftimable in public than in private life.

As a public man, whether we confider his fine tafte, the

strength of his mental faculties, or the vaft extent and va-

riety of his acquirements, we are equally enamoured with

his talents. His intelleftual powers were of the higheft

order. The clearnefs of his underftanding no paradox

could perplex ; the quicknefs of his intuition ran through

fyilems at a glance ; the folidity of his judgment even his

lively fancy could not. warp ; and nothing ufeful or ele-

gant efcaped the retentive vigour of his memory. To
thefe properties, he added a fertile imagination, a luminous

comprehenfion, and an elafticity of mind, which gave ac-

tivity to all the operations of his genius. His mind thus

conftituted, was enriched with the coUedive fcience and

learning of all times, and of all nations.

Sir John Shone, in a difcourfe delivered at a meeting

of the Afiatic Society, 1794, fpeaking of Sir William

Jones, obferves, " I have already enumerated attainments

and works, which from their diverfity and extent, feem far

beyond the capacity of the moft enlarged minds ; but the

catalogue may yet be augmented. To a proficiency in the

languages of Greece, Rome, and Afia,he added the knowl-

edge of the philofophy of thofe countries, and of every

thi^g curious and valuable in jhem. The dodrines of the

Academy, the Lyceum of the Portico, were not more fa-

miliar to him,thai^the tenets of the Vedas, the myfticifm of

the Sufis,or the religion of the antient Peifians ; and whilft,

with a kindred genius, he purfued v/ith rapture the heroic,

lyric, or moral compofitions of the moft renowned poets

mi Greece, Rome, and Afia, he could turn with equal de-
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light and knowledge, to the fublime fpeculations or mathe-

matical calculations of Barrow and Newton. With them

alfo he profeffed his convidlion of the truth of the chrif-

tian religion, and hejuftly deemed it no inconfiderable ad-

vantage, that his refearches had corroborated the multiplied

evidence of revelation, by confirming the Mofalc account

of the primitive world."

Afiat'tc Annual Regljler,—Afmiic Refearches.—

-

Note to Maurice^s Poem to the metnory of Sir

WiUiam Jones,

Dr. JAMES BE AT TIE.

, Jambs Beattie was born in Scotland, and received

part of his education at the univerfity of Aberdeen, where

he cultivated the belles lettres with great alTiduity, and

as great fuceefs. His firll employment was that of in-

ftruding youth ; he affiled at the grammar fchool of Ab-

erdeen, and during his refidence there, manied the daugh-

ter of his principal. He was afterwards promoted to the

profefforfhip of moral philofophy and logic, in the Ma-

rifcal College of the univerfity ; and was affiduous in dix-

charging the duties of this office.

After writing a volume of original poems and tranfla-

tions, in 1770, he publifhed an *< Effay on the Nature and

Immutability of Truth, in oppofition to Sophiftry and

Scepticifm." A few years after, in 1777, this work wa&

republifhed in quarto, by fubfcription, at the defire of fev-

crai perfons of diftindlion.

In 1783, by the recommicndation of Bifhop Porteus,

he completed and gave the world " Evidences of the Chrif-
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tian Religion," briefly and plainly flated, a performance

intended for the ufe of young perfons.

Dr. Beattie filled the chair of moral philofophy in the

viniverfity of Aberdeen with great applaufe ; and his be-

haviour in every department of life is truly amiable.

Though deeply engaged in literary purfuits, he was cheer-

ful, and at times unbent his mind in the fociety of his

friends, until a melancholy event occurred, which, notwith-

Handing his fingular piety, caft a gloom upon his mind.

For many years his eldeft fon, at once his companion

and friend, had contributed not a little to cheer his mind,

and promifed to become the delight of his declining years.

This Hay, this prop of all his comforts, and all his hopes

on earth, was fnatched from him in 1790, when he had at-

tained the age of twenty two. This promifing young

man difplayed, on one hand, fuch a virtuous difpofition,

as the fondeft father might have been proud to behold,

while, on the other, his genius and talents began to de-

Tclope, and afford an early profped of future excellence.

Dr. Beattie publiflied a life of his much beloved and

lamented fon, and concludes his account in the following

alfedting terms.

« I have loft the pleafanteft, and for the laft four or five

years of his (hort life, one of the moft inftru6live compan-

ions that ever man was delighted with. But the Lord

gave ; the Lord hath taken away ; blefled be the name of

the Lord. I adore th^ author of all good, who gave him

grace to lead fuch a life, and die fuch a death, as makes

it impoflible for a chriftian'to doabt of his having entered

upon the inheritance of an happy immortality.

EuroJ)ean Magazine, iBoi,—-

Pid'Jk Chara^m, for i8o?<
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WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, Es^.

William Wilberforce was born in the town of

Hull, in the year 1759. By the death of his father, when

he was very young, the care of his education devolved

upon a prudent and affeftionate mother, who appears to

have been in every refpeft qualified for difcharging this im-

portant duty. About the year 1774, ^^ ^^^^ entered at

St. John's college, Cambridge, where he formed an inti-

mate friendrtiip with Mr. Pitt, the late minifter.

When he became of age, which was a few weeks pnov

to the general eledion in 1780, he was, in conjunftion

with Lord Robert Manners, almoft unanimoufiy elefted

the reprefentative of Hull. In the year 1784, he was

reele6led with Mr. Thornton ; but declined this honour,

having been chofen alfo a reprefentative of the county of

York.

As a fenafor, he' has chiefly diftinguiflied himlelf by his

fpirited oppofition to the flave trade, and his exertions in

that caufe have enrolled his name among thofe who are

mofl diftingui/hed for htimanity, and the love of their fel-

low creatures. His fpeeches in parliament, in favour of

the abolition of this infamous traffic, are celebrated for

eloquence, energy, and found reafoning.

His charafter as an author and friend to religion, is tru-

ly refpeftable. In the year 1797, he pubhfhed a work,

entitled, " A Pra6lical View of the prevailirig Religious

Syftem of profelfed Chriftians, in the higher and middle

claiTes, contrafted with Real Chrifcianity." This work

had a rapid and extenfive circulation ; feveral editions cf

it v/ere fold in the courfe of the firft year. It was foon

after repubhfhed in a form better adapted to anfwer the

purpofes of thofe chriilians, who fuppofed it a work prcn-.
'

3 z
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er to be given away among the lower clafTes of fociety,

and thoufancls have, in this way, been diftributed in differ-

ent parts of the country.

In private hfe, this excellent man is faid to exhibit, in a

.very high degree, that humanity, benevolence, and ftrid

piety, for which he has been a public advocate.

Public Charaders of 1 8oo— 1 80 1

.

RICHARD CUMBERLAND, Esei-

Richard Cumberland, an ingenious writer, is the

foil of Dr. Dennifon Cumberland, late biHiop ofClowfert

and Kiilalo in Ireland. He was educated at Trinity col-

lege, Cambridge ; and, by the intereil of Lord George

Germaine, was introduced to the office of trade and plan-

tations, where he fucceeded the late Mr. Pow^nal as fecre-

tary, in which poft he continued until the fuppreffion of

that appointment by Mr. Burke's bill, when he retired and

was fupported by a penfion.

This gentleman is efteemed one of the bed dramatic

%vriters of the age, and his compofitions of that kind are

riumernus. In 1785, he publifhed the " Obferver,'* next

fear a fecond edition appeared ; and the fubfequent edi-

tions have now fwelled the work to five volumes. In

T 792, he publifhed a poem, called *' Calvary, or the Death

of Chria."

He is not only didinguifhed as an elegant writer, both

in profe and poetry ? but, in feveral papers in the Obferver,

!ias fnown himfelf to be an able advocate for the facred

truths of reveaVd religion.

Piih!;:: Cha^acien for 1798-^1799.
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JACOB BRTJNT,
Jacob Bryant, a diftinguifhed writer of the prefent

age, has exerted his talents in defence of the truth of di<

vine revelation, in his " Analyfis of Ancient Mythology,'*

and his " Obfervations on the Plagues of Egypt/* The

feharadler of this great man, is thus delineated by the author

of the Purfuits of Literature.

" No man of literature can pafs by the name of Mr. Bry-

ant without gratitude and reverence. He is a gentleman

of attainments peculiar to himfelf, and of claflical erudition

without an equal in Europe. His whole life has been

fpent in laborious refearches, and the moft curious invefti-

gations. He has a youthful fancy, and a playful wit, with

the mind, and occafionally the pen of a poet ; and with an

eafe and fmiplicity of ftyle, aiming only at perfpicuity.

He has contended, in various fields of controverfy, with

various fuccefs ; but always with a zeal for truth and a fo-

bernefs of inquiry. He has hved to fee his eightieth

winter, with the eftecm of the wife and good ; in hon-

ourable retirement from the cares of hfe ; with a gentle-

nefs of manners, and a readinefs and willingnefs of com-

munication feldom found. He is admired and fought af-

ter by the young, who are entering on a courfe of iludy,

and revered and often followed by thofe who have com-

pleted it. Above all, he has gone forth in the Ilrength

imparted unto him, in defence of the holy law made and

given by God ; he has put on the panoply from above,

and having enlarged his mind, fandlified his ftudies, he may

expe£i with humble confidence the confummation of his

reward."

This eminent man; in his Analyfis of Ancient Mythoi-
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ogy, has given the moft convincing proofs of the truth of

the Mofaic hiftoiy. He has (hevi^n, that all the rites and

myfteries of the gentiles were only fo many memorials of

tlieir principal anceftors, and of the great occurrences to

which they had been witneffes. Among thefe memori-

als, the chief were the ruin of mankind by a flood, and the

renewal of the world in one family. They had fymbol-

i-cal reprefentation-s, by which thefe occurrences were com-

memorated ; and their ancient hymns, in their temples,

were to the fame purpofe. They all related to the hifto-

ry of the firfl: ages, and to the fame events which are re-

corded by Mofes.

Purflilts ofLlte-rature,—Bryant's Analyfi

of Ancient Mythology.

EL I AS B U D INOr, Essu

^
In giving an account of the great men, who have ex-

erted their talents in defence of the truth of ehriilianity,

honourable mention ought to be made of an American au-

thor of the prefent day, Elias Boudinot, do6lor of laws,

and direAor of the mint of the United States, who, in 1 80 1.,

publifhed a work entitled, " The Age of Revelation, or

the Age of Reafon fhown to be an Age of Infidelity.^''

In a dedication of that performance to his daughter, he

makes the following declaration refpeding the fcriptures.

*' For nearly h-alf a century have I anxioufly and criti-

cally ftudied that invaluable treafure, and I fcarcely ever

take it up that I do not find fomething new ; that 1 do

not receive fome valuable addition to my (lock of knowl-

edge, or perceive fome inftruaivc fa<^ never obferved be=
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fore. In fliort, were you to aflc mc to recommend the

moft valuable book in the world, I fhould fix upon the

Bible, as the moft inftruftive, both to the wife and igno-

rant. Were you to aflc me for one affording the moft ra-

tional and pleafmg entertainment to the inquiring mind, I

(hould repeat it is the Bible, and Ihould you renew the in-

quiry, for the beft philofophy, or the moft interefting hif-

tory, I fhould ftill urge you to look into the Bible. I

would make it in fhort the alpha and omega ofknowledge ;

and be afTured that it is for want of underftanding the

fcriptures, both of the Old and New Teftament, that fo

little value is fet upon them by the world at large. The

time however is not far diftant, when they will meet a very

different reception from the fons of men.'*

Boudinofs /Ige of Revelation.

END OF THE FIRST PJRT*
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PREFACE TO PART 11.

T
•*- HE following extracts arc

wholly feieded from the writings of laymen,

who cannot rationally be fuppofed to have had

any interefted motives to induce* them to be-

come advocates for the truth of the chriflian

religion.* Many of thofe eminent men

pofTefTed flrong intelledls, found judgment,

and profound erudition. They had fully

examined the fubje6i:, and were perfectly ac-

* The compiler does not mean to fuggeft, that the

objedions againft the writings of clergymen in defence of

the chriftian religion, are really juft and well founded.

For, " they do not defire to be trufted on their own au-

thority, but upon the reafons they offer ; but lawyers and

phyficians are not lefs truftcd, becaufe they live by their

profelTions ; but it is a fuggeftion that eallly takes hold

of weak minds, and efpecially fuch as catch at objections,

and are willing to be caught by them. And confidering

the diligence of the adverfary, in making profelytes, and

drawing men from the faith of Chrift, equal diligence is

required of thofe who aim to maintain that faith, not on-

ly to leave men no real ground, but even no colour nor

pretence for their infidelity."

T
'
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quainted with the objedions of the moil cel-

ebrated infidels.

The lives and writings of fuch men are pe-

culiarly calculated to prove that talents and

genius have not always led to infideHty ; and

that the abilities of the mofl celebrated deifts

are obfcured by a competition with thofe lu-

minaries of fcience, who have embraced

chriiilanity. It appears that the objections

raifed by deiillcal writers againfl th^ chrif-

tian religion, are chiefly owing to the purity

of gofpel morality. For men , who are re-

folved to free themfelves from all the re-

ftraints of divine and human la^s, are natur-

ally led to renounce and overlook the mofl:

clear and convincing evidence of its truth

and divine authority.*

* After enumerating many eminent phyiiclans, who

liave been firm believers in chriftianity, and diHinguiflied

for piety and virtue, Dr, Pvudi abferves. " To the record

of thefe raedical worthies, 1 ihall add but one remark,

and that is, the vi^eight of their names alone, in favour of

revelation, ia fufficient to turn the fcale againft all the in-

j^leli^y that has ever diihonoured the fcience of medicine '^

Rujlo's InirodvBory LeSaves.
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'^ Deifm,'' fays a late writer, " is general-

ly embraced either by men of a cold, phleg-

matic, philofophical caft, who are indifpofed

to believing any thing for which they have

not abfolute demonflratlon, or by thofe who

having never thought or reafoned, confide

r

it as a mark of wit and talents to fet up for

unbelievers/'*

The brevity of this work vvill not admit

of inferting the various cbjediions of deiflicai

writers ; and a fyilem eilablifhed upon poli-

'!vc evidence cannot be fnaken by the foph-

iilry cf fceptics. The human mind is too

limited to comprehend in one view the vail

plan cf redemption, and objedions may be

raifed to detached parts of any fyflem, whilil

*I>r. Johnfon has remarked, that, *' Hume, and other

tceptical innovators, are vain men, who will gratify their

van'ty at any expence. Truth will not aiford fuHicient

food for their vanity, fo they have recourfe to errour.

Kame owned to a clergyman in ihe bifhoprick of Dur-

ham, that he had never read the New Teftament with at-

tention," BoJweVs Lifs of JohnfQiu
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the' great whole remains an impregnable bul-

wark.

It is not prefumed, that the following ar-

guments in favour of chriflianily will afford

any new light to the learned reader. The

work being principally intended for the ufe

of young perfons, with the fincere wiih and

ardent hope that it maybe ufeful in forming

and rcrengthening their minds in the belief

iif thefe ^divine truths, on which their preG-

ent and future happinefs muii depend.

The compiler folicits the candour and in-

dulgence of the public in the perufal of this

work, and requeits thQTn to confider the ma-

ny difadvantages flic has been under, from

want of means to procure various publica-

tions, v/hich would have been ufeful for her

fele^iion, antl which her pecuniary circum-

dances rendered her totally unable to pur-

chafe. In fubmitting this volume to the re-

fpeiSlable fubfcribers, who have patronifed it,

and to the more extenfive, though Ihe hopes
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not lels candid readers, the public, fhe feels a

fatisfadlion in avowing her firm belief in the

truth of thechriftianreligion5and a confidence

of fupport in her feeble endeavours to promote

that belief in others, and check the progrefs

©f infidelitv.

T 3
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TRUTH AND EXCELLENCE
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Chrijiian Religion Exhibited,

PART IL

SECTION L

The Evidence in Favour of Revealed Religion^

arifing from its Necejftty and hnportance to

Mankind,

IN exhibiting tlie evidences of the chrif-

tian rch'gion, the firfl; thing to be inquired into, is the im-

portance and ufefulnefs of divine revelation ; for if fuch

a thing be iifeful and important, and even neceflary to

man, it mud be fuitable to the divine wifdom and good-

nefs to bellow it.

Firjl^ If man had perfevered in his primitive innocence
;

if human principles and pradice had no influence on hu-

man happinefs, nor on each other ; and if ignorance, in-

U
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attention, and prejudice ; if fuperftition and fenfuality $

if favage life, and fanguinary paflions, had no tendency

to corrupt men's opinions, to pervert their reafon, and to

plunge them into guilt and WFetchednefs ; on thefe fup-

pofuions it might be admitted that there is no need of

revelation. But from daily experience, and from the hif-

tory of m.en in all ages, it appears, that not one of the

things now fuppofed is agreeable to fadl.

That man did not perfevere in innocence, requires no

proof. That corrupt principles and prad\ices lead to

mifery, and truth and virtue to happinefs, is as evident, as

that order is preferable to confufion, fecurity to danger,

and a v^^ife and good man to a barbarian or wild bead ;

that, even though our intentions be good, we muft

midake our duty, if we are ignorant of the nature of that

being who is the objeft of it, will not be doubted by thofe

who have obferved, that we mud beHeve a man to be our

parent or benefadlor, before we can be fenfible that we

owe him the duty of gratitude or fihal affeftion. And

that men's notions of all the objefts of duty, of their

Creator, their fellow men, and themfelves, are liable to be

perverted, and in every country unenlightened by revela-

tion, have been perverted by the weaknefs of the human

underftanding, by the fcrce of prejudice and pallion, by

vice, by inattention, by fuperftition, the hiilory of man-

kind proves to be a melancholy, but inconteftible truth.

This being granted, it will follow, that a revelation,

which reftifies and afcertains men's notions of the feveral

objefts of duty, by explaining the nature of God, and of

man, and by informing their confciences, with refpeft to

particular duties, muft be highly important and beneikia.V
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and muft even be neceffary to the attainment of that de-

gree of happinefs and virtue, whereof human nature ap-

pears to be fufceptible, and for which therefore we may

prefume that man was made.

Secondly^ The chara£ler of the Supreme Being, and

the nature and destination of man, mull be very imper-

fedly known to thofe who have received no pofitive in-

formation concerning the reahty of a future ftate, and its

connexion with the prefent. Now this is a point in which

all the evidences collefted by human reafon, while unaided

by divine light, amount to nothing higher than probable

conjedure.^ But that better evidences, in fo interefting a

matter, mufl be a defirable thing, will be acknowledged by

all men, unlefs they be men who believe that a future fiatc

is an abfolute impoffibility. Revelation therefore Teems to

be neceffary to give fuch evidence of another life, and fuch

intelligence concerning it, as may vindicate the divine

goodnefs and wifdom, with refpecl to the conflitution or

the prefent ; and fuch as may alfo prove a comfort to

good men, and a reftraint on the paflions of the u'icked,

T^nd fuch, moreover, as may ferve for a folemn intimation

* <* Before our Saviour's time," fays Mr. Locke, '-the dodrlne of

a future ftate, though fonie pagans, by tradition, had obtained con-

ceptions of it, was not clearly known in the world ; no nation pub-

licly profeffed it, and it was no where made an article of fait.^., and

principle of religion ; of Jefus Chriftj therefore, it may be truly faid,

that he brought life and immortality to light ; and he not only taught

the dodlrlne of the foul's immortality, but has given us an unqucf-

tionable alTurancc of it, by raifmg the dead, and alfo by his own rcf-

nrrcflion and afc^nfion into heaven."

See Lock's Works, Vol IL
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to all men, that their behaviour in this ftate of trial, is to

them a matter of infinite importance. That thislaft con-

fideration ftrengtheneth morality, or promotes at leaft the

peace of fociety, and confequently the happinefs of man-

kind, feems to be admitted by the enemies, as well as the

friends of religion. Elfe how can we account for the

favourite maxim of the infidel, that religion was contrived,

and is patronifed by politicians, in order to overawe the

world, and make the paflions of men more manageable ?

Thirdly i Revelation is farther neceffary to explain on

what terms we may hope for pardon, confidently with the

perfe6lions of divine juftice. Of the necefiity of expiation

for guilt, all mankind feem to have had an idea, as appears

from the antient ufe of facrifices. But from the multi-

tude of the pagan expiatory rites, from the abfurdity of

all, and the Impiety of many of them ; and cfpecially

from the circumfiance of their confulting oracles on the

fubjedl of atonement, we may warrantably infer, not only

their ignorance of duty in this particular, but alfo from their

cenforioufnefs of that ignorance. And fome of their beft

philofophers in the Socratic fchool, teemed to think, tliat

till God Ihould be pleafed to reveal his will, in an extraor-

dinary manner^, it would be impofiible for man to know

whut religious fervice would be mod acceptable to him.

To thofe who wure fo vv'ife and fo candid, as to think and

fpeak in this manner, may we not prefume, that the chrif-

lian doctrine c^f repentance and faith, if they had rightly

underllood it, and if they had known its evidence, would

have been a welcome difcovcry.

To our infideU, indeed it is not welcome ; for they fay

they have no need of it, being, it fecms, fully fatisfied, that
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however ignorant Socrates might confefs himfclf to be,

they have all the knowledge that man has occafion for.

And yet, if it had not been for this manifeftation of di-

vine grace and truth, they would probably, at this day,

have been confulting oracles, offering incenfe to idols, or

perhaps, hke many of our remote forefathers, polluting

the creation with human facrifices. Certain it is, that in

thefe things no material reformation was ever introduced,

or attempted by the philofophers of oM. That men

fhould worihip the gods, and perform the facrifices and

other rites, as by the law eftablifhed, was the dodrine not

of Pythagoras and Epidletus only, but of Cicero, a wifcr

and more learned man, at leaft, than either, and even of

Socrates himfelf, the wifeft of them all. So that if phi-

lofophy had been man's only guide, it is probable, nay it

is more than probable, that idolatry would at this day

have been his religion.

Fourthly, Revelation is yet farther neceffary, in order

to make the whole of human duty not only known, but

obvious to all capacities. The beft heathen moralifts ac-

knowledged their ignorance in fome points of duty ; and

what they knew, they had not power to enforce upon the-

common people, who in antient times were very illiterate,

having rarely accefs to books, whereof there were then but

few in the world. Though they had poffcffed much

power, and been all of the fame mind, which was by no

means the cafe ; and though they had not been moved,

as moil of them were, by pride, vanity, or the fpirit of

contradidion, to introduce new fyllems, yet their labours

would have but little effed. Such arguments as they had

to -offer; the greateft part of mankind could not under-

U 2
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Hand ; for, in fail, the common people, in general, arc not

capable of perceiving the force of arguments, efpecially

when the reafoning is complex, and relates to matters fo

remote from fenfe, as the truths of morality and religion,

crisis, fome antient lawgivers, as Minos of Crete, and

N uma of Rome, were fo fenfible, that they thought it

prudent to afcribe to their inftitutions a divine original,

pretending they received them from the gods.

Let not the infidel pretend that human reafon is alone

iuHiciciit to difcover the whole of man*s duty, and eftab-

lifli in the world, a complete or comfortable fyflem of nat-

ural religion. For it is certain, that even in the mod po-

lite nations, unaffifted reafon never did this, and in the

opinion of Socrates never could ; and of barbarous

nations, it will not be faid, that their reafon ever made im-

portant difcoveries of any kind. And it deferves partic-

ular notice, that what our infidels call natural rehgion, is,

m a great meafure, as RoufTeau himfelf acknowledges, de-

rived from that very fcripture, which they abfurdly and

wickedly reje6l. 1 do not mean that their ideas on this

fubjeft, are acquired by an adiual perufal of holy writ.

In this ftudy, it is to be feared, that few or none of them,

ever made great proficiency. Their ideas they derive

from iraprefiions made on their minds in infancy and early

youth, when, together with the humility and care, they

liad, probably what every chriftian muft have, the teacha-

blencfs of little children. The writings too, and the con-

vcrfation of chridians, to which in thefe parts of the world

^ uey muft foractimes attend, may convey to them principles

which they admit as rational, though perhaps tliey might

be inclined to overlook, if they knew them to bs fcripturah
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If revelation be highly important, it is mod fuitable to

the wifdom and mercy of God to beftow it ; and fome

perfons, even of the heathens, particularly Socrates,* were

not without hope, that, fome time or other, it would be

bellowed. So far was that great man from afferting the

fufHcieacy of his knowledge, with refpcft either to divine

or human things, that though by no means a fceptic, he

ufed, through excefs of modefty, to fay that he knew

nothing but his own ignorance. He taught that the

gods grant extraordinary communications of wifdom to

thofe to whom they are propitious ; and recommended it

to his friends to have recourfe to the oracles, and other

religious rites, in order to obtain from heaven fuch necef-"

fary or ufeful information, as human reafon was not of it-

felf able to fupply.f Indeed the oracles, divinations, and

auguries, fo much attended to by the pagan world, prove,

as already hinted, their confcioufnefs of their own ignor-

* Xenophon fays, that Socrates was fo pious as to do nothing with-

out the advice of the gods ; and if any doubts arofe, his conftant ad-

vice, in which Cicero followed him, was to go to the oracle for di-

redioH.

f Socrates confefled his doubts and uncertainties, and that he was

Ijot able to comprehend the determination and judgment of God, with

refpedl to fin ; or how it will efcape the efFetfIs of his hatred, who is

infinitely holy, and of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. He fiill

continued however to confider God as a merciful being ; and this

mercy was to him a fource of confidence. " I doubt not, fays he,

but God will fend, at a time when his infinite mercy fhall fee fit, a

man inftrudled by himfelf, who fiiall reveal to the world this molt

interefting of all jnyfteries, how he will pardon fin."

S^e Halkr''s LstUrs to his Daughter,
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ance ; and of the need that men have of fupernatural illu-

mination.

Beattie*f Evidences af the Chrijlian Religion*

rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED,

The State ofthe Pagan Worldprevious to Chrift^s

AppearanceJhows the NeceJ/lty of Revelation.

AT the time of Chrlfl's appearance, the pagan world

was in an awful ftate of darknefs and vice. It will there-

fore throw fome light on the neceffity mankind were in,

at this time of great reformation, to attend to the nature

and practice of the heathen mythology. A refpeftable

author has given an epitome of it, in the following words.

** The chief oracles among the heathens, appointed hu-

man facrifices ; that of Delphini, of Dodona, and of Jupi-

ter Saotes. It was the cuftom of all the Greeks, to fac-

rifice a man, before they went out to war. It was a

cuftom among the Phenecians and Canaanites, for their

kings in the times of great calamity, to facrifice one of

their fons, whom they loved beft ; and it was common,

both with the Moabites and Ammonites, to facrifice their

children." The Egyptians, the Athenians, and Lacede-

monians, and generally all the Grecians, Romans, and Car-

thagenians, the Germans, Gauls, and Britons ; and indeed

almoft all the heathen nations throughout the world, offer-

ed human facrifices upon the altars, and this, not on cer-

tain emergencies, and in imminent dangers only, but con-

ftantly, and in fome places every day ) but; gn extraordi-
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nary accidents, multitudes were facrificed at once to tlieir

bloody deities.

Diodorus Siculus, and others relate, that, in Africa,

two hundred children, of the principal nobility, were fac-

rificed to Saturn at one time ; and Ariftomenes facrificed

two hundred men together to Jupiter Ithometes, one of

whom was Theopompus, king of the Lacedemonians.

Let thofe who are inftrumental, with fo much induftry,

to deftroy our holy religion, and bring us back to this

awful ftate of things, ferioufly refled on the juft deferts of

fo aggravated a crime, and fear the tresiendous punifii-

ment that awaits their abfurd conduA.

Suetonius mentions that fome writers affirmed, that

Auguftus offered a great number of enemies, who had fur-

rendered themfelves, to be (lain on the ides of March, in

devotion to the manes of Julius Cefar. We are informed

by Pliny, that in the year of the city 558, a decree of the

fenate paffed, that no man fhould be facrificed, and that,

till then, fiich facrifices were public. This prohibition

feemed only to concern the common and frequent ufe of

them ; for Plutarch fays, " They continued in his time j"

and it was not till about the time of Conftantine's reign,

that a final Hop was put to fo ftrange and abominable a

practice.

Did not this degenerate and cruel ftate of things loud-

ly call for a fpeedy and efFe£lual remedy ? The Jews, a»

a people, had loft every fenfe of the fpirituality of their

divine religion, and had fettled down into mere form and

hypocrify. Their example no longer edified and inftrud-

ed the neighbouring nations, to forfake their vain idols,

and turn to the living God. Among the heathens, thcix
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diabolical facrifices, with other impure pradices, made up

fo great a part of their worfiiip, and were become fo ha-

bitual and fafliionable, that arguments and reafonings,

drawn from the nature of God, and the proof of his per-

fedions, in the works of creation and providence, had loft

all their conviftive force and energy. In this gloom of

more than midnight darknefs, the fun of righteoufnef«

arofe on a benighted world with meridian fplendour.

Boudinot^ Age of InJideUiy,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

IF there were any innate ideas, any moral fenfe, and

©riginal truths imprefled on the minds of men, we fhould,

moft probably, find them genuine and unfophifticated

among remote and undifciphned favage tribes. But of

this we meet with no inftance. Have then thefe ideas

been effaced ? Certainly not ; for they could not lofe

v/hat they never pofTeffed. We are told that they are in-

capacitated to receive religious inftrudion, until they (hall

be humanized, and, by gradual civilization, be prepared

for the reception of facred truths.

If this be the flatc of fome parts of the world at this

day, and if this intelledtual darknefs was antiently ftill

more prevalent, and attended with the moft horrid and

Hagitious pra6lices, it clearly fhows the neceffity of revela*

tion, for the benefit of mankind.

Bryant on ths Truth of Chrijiianity*
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SECTION 11.

On Miracles.

JL O fix the certainty of revelation, and

cflablifli religion upon a fure foundation, it has pleafed

God to give it two kinds of proof, which were at the fame

time fuited to the capacities of the mod fimple, and fupe-

riour to the fubtilties of the incredulous ; which vifiblv

bore the charade r of Omnipotence j and which neither

all the endeavours of man, or cunning of devils, were able

to imitate.

Thefe two forts of proof confift in miracles and proph-

ecies.

The miracles are plain, public, notorious, expofed to

the eye of all the world, infinitely multiplied anddiverfi-

fied, long foretold and expelled, and continuing for a

long feries of days, and fometimes of years. They are

evident fa8:s, memorable events, of which the dulleft un-

derftanding could not but be fenfible, whereof the whole

people were not only fpeftators and vvitneffes, but them-

felvesthe matter and objedl ; they reap the advantages of

them, and perceive the effedls, and have their own happi-

nefs or mifery dependant on them. The family of Noah

could not forget the deftruftion of the whole world by

the deluge, after the continued menaces of an age, nor the

miraculous manner in which they alone were preferved

in the ark. The fire which came down from heaven up-

on the unrighteous cities ; the v,^hole kingdom of Egypt,
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puniflied at different times, by ten terrible plagues ; the

iea opening a paflage to the Ifraelites, and clofing to over-

whelm Pharaoh and his army ; the people of Ifrael fed

with manna for forty years, and drinking of the brooks,

which flowed out of the ftony rocks, covered with a cloud

from the heat of the day, and enlightened by night, with

a pillar of fire, their clothes and their ftioes not worn out

in the courfe of fo long a journey ; the ftreams of Jordan

forgetting to flow, and the fun flianding fl:ill, to fecure the

vidlory j an army of hornets marching before the people

of God, to drive the Canaanites from their pofleflions ; the

clouds, at feveral times, converted into a fhower of hail

ilones, to overthrow the enemy ; the nations in league

againfl: Ifrael, difperfed by a vain terrour, or exterminated

by a mutual flaughter, in turning their arms againfl: one

another ; an hundred four fcore and five thoufand ftruck

with thunder in one night, under the wall of Jerufalem ;

all thefe prodigies, and a thoufand others of a Hke nature,

whereof feveral were attefted by folemn fadls, efliabliflied

on purpofe to perpetuate their memory, and by facred

fongs, which were in the mouths of all the Ifraehtes,

could not be unknown to the moft flupid, nor called in

queftion by the mofl: incredulous.

Rollings Belles Lettns,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THE late celebrated Dr. Johnfon defines a miracle to

be a fa6l above human and natural power, performed ira

atteftation of fome truth.
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This great man obferves, that although God has made

nature to operate by certain fixed laws, y«t it is not un-

reafonable to think he may fufpend thofe laws, in order

to eftabhfh a fyftem highly advantageous to mankind.

Now the chriftian religion is a moft beneficial fyftem, as

it gives us light and certainty, where we were before in

darknefs and doubt. The miracles, which prove it, are

attefted by men who had no intereft in deceiving us ; but

who, on the contrary, were told that they fhould fufFer per-

fecution, and did adually lay down their lives, in confir-

mation of the truth of the fafts, which they alTerted. In-

deed, for fome centuries, the heathens did not pretend to

deny the miracles ; but faid they were performed by the

aid of evil fpirits.

This is a circumftance of great weight. Then when

we take the proofs derived from prophecies, which have

been fo exadly fulfilled, we have moft fatisfaftory evi-

dence. Suppofing a miracle poflible, as to which, in my
opinion, there can be no doubt, we have as ftrong evi.

dence for the miracles in fupport of chriftianity as tie

nature of the thing admits.

BofiveWs Life ofJohnfon.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

MIRACLES being a very important part of revela-

tion, it is proper to confider that fubje£l:. And firft, one

would wonder that ever it fliould have occurred to any

perfon, that the proof from miracles is a weak or fufpi-

cious one, fuppofing the miracles to be really fuch, and

w
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nothing inconfiftent in the dodlrine they are brought m
proof of. For nothing feems more reafonable to expeft,

than that, if the author of nature (hould choofc to be like-

wife author of revelation, he fhould fhow his concern in the

cilablifiiment or promulgation of fuch revelation, by ex-

«iiting that power over nature, which v^^e know he is pof-

{cfTcd of, and for which we beHeve and adore him as the

author of nature. Can any thing be more reafonable to

cxpeft, than that he who firfl: breathed into man the

breath of hfe, fhould, in order to affure mankind, that a

particular meffage comes from him, give power to thofe

he employs in carrying fuch meffage, to rellore life to the

dead ; or that he who, made the elements of the natural

world, fliould authenticate his revealed laws, by giving

to thofe whom he employs in promulgating them, a pow-

er over nature, a command of the elements of air and

water, fo that v^'inds may ceafe to rage, and waves to roll,

at their word ? There is, indeed, all the reafon in the

world to believe, that thefe very obje£lors againil the

power of miracles, as a proof of a revelation coming from

God, would have found fault with chriftianity, had there

been no account of miracles in fcripture, as deficient in

one very ilrong and convincing evidence of a divine

original.

Burgh^s Dignity of Human Nature.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

CHRIST having performed his miracles openly, and

before fo many witneiTes, it is not found that the matter

of fadl was ever queftioned hy any, who lived in that age ;
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on the contrary, we fee it was acknowledged by his moil

vigilant enemies, the pharifees. They did not deny the

miracles, but they afcribed it to the aid of the prince cf the

devils. So weak a fubterfuge againft the evidence of their

own fenfes, probably fatisfied neither themfelves nor oth-

ers, if it had the accufation of forcery, being capital by

their law, and alfo by that of the Romans, would have

been heard of when they were fo much engaged to feek

for crimes, wherewith to charge him on his trial. If any

man fhould objefl, that this is arguing out of the gofpels,

in favour of the gofpels, I contend that this matter of

fad does not reft folely on the gofpel evidence, but alfo

on collateral, hiftoric proof; for this very argument t)f

the pharifees, and this only, is made ufe of by the Jews,

v/hom Celfus brings in arguing againft the chriftian re-

ligion ; and thefe Jews, on this very account, rank Chrift

with Pythagoras ; and I challenge the cavillers againft

Chrift's miracles, either to controvert what is thus auerted,

or to produce any other argument of Jev.-iih origin, ex-

cept that afcribed to the pharifees, by the gofpel, either

from Celfus, or any other writer.

Cumherland*s Ohferver.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

On the BenenjrAent 'Nature of Chrifi5 Miracles,

THE nature of the miracles, which Chrift was to

perform, had been foretold. His prodigies were t-t

to be of that marvellous kind, which would only fci vc

to gratify vanity. He caufed neither mountains nor teni-
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pies to be removed from their places. They were neither

afts of feverity nor punifhment. His miracles were with-

out oilentation, and benevolent in their effed^s ; fuch as

Ifaiah had prediftcd for feveral ages paft. Maladies, be-

fore incurable, difappeared at his command j the eyes of

the blind were opened ; the lame walked ; children, de-

prived of life, were reftored to their difconfolate parents.

His difciples, when angry, breathed nothing but revenge ;

but he would not, at their folicitation, call down fire

from heaven upon a town, whofe inhabitants had treated

him with contempt. Thepharifees and fadducees, who

were profelTed enemies to every religion, experienced not

the avenging power of him, whom they had blafphemed.

Thefe miracles were a proof of his modefty, as well as his

humanity. He required no recompence for the fiivours

he had conferred ; he would fcarcely permit thofe perfons,

whom he had relieved from diftrefs, to offer him the mer«

ited tribute of thankfgiving. He refufcd to hear himfelf

praifed, by thofe v\hom he had miraculoufly delivered

from their infirmities ; and when the people were defirous

to prochiai him their kirg,he prevented them by a fpeedy

retreat.-

HalUrs Letters.
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SECTION III.

The Evidence for the Truth of Chriflianity^

arifmg from Prophecy^ and its Fulfilment,

vJNE of the ftrongeft proofs of the truth

of the chriftian rch'gion, arifes from the feries of prophe-

cies preferved in the Old and New Teftament. x^iid we

find, that " No argument made a ftronger impreffion on the

minds of the learned pagan converts of the three firft centu-

ries, than the prediftions relating to our Saviour, in thofe

old prophetic writings, which were depolited among the

hands of the greatefl enemies of chriftianity, and owned

by them to have been extant many ages before his appear-

ance. The learned heathen converts were aftonilhed, to

fee the whole hillory of their Saviour's life publilTied be-

fore he was born, and to find that the evangelifts and

prophets, in their accounts of the Mefiiah, differed only

in point of time, the one foretelHng v/hat fiiould happen

to him, and the other defcribing thefe very particulars, as

what had a6lually happened. This our Saviour himfelf

was pleafed to make ufc of, as the ftrongeft argument of

his being the promifed MeiTiah, and without it, would

hardly have reconciled his difciples to the ignominy of his

death, as in that remarkable paffage, which mentions his

converfation with the two difciples, on the day of his ref-

urrcftion. St. Luke xxiv. 13. to the end.

The argument for the truth of chriftianity, which is de-

rived fiom prophecy, is a progreflive and accumulated ev^

W z



246 EXCELLENCE OF THE

idence, which (lihies with increafing luftre, as time advan-

ces in its courfe, and colleds ftrength from each fucceed-

ing age. The following extrafts on this important fub-

je6l, are feleded from writers eminently diftinguiihed for

genius and learning.*

If the legiflator of nature, not fatisfied with employing

the language of figns,f which fpoke chiefly to the fenfes,

had alfo foretoldj at fandry times and in diverfe manners,

the rnifiion of his delegate, this would furely be a new

and ilriking proof of the truth of that rnifiion.

This proof would ftrike me much more, if by a particu-

lar difpenfation of fupreme wifdom, the oracles of which.

I am fpeaking, had been committed to the care of the

very adverfaries of the delegate, and his difciples ; and if

thefe firft and moft obftinate adverfaries had conftantly

profcffed to apply thefe oracles to that divine meffenger,

who was to come.

1 therefore open the Old Teftament, which to this day

is held forth as authentic and divine, by the defcendants,

in a dire6l line, of thofe very men, who have crucified the

Meffenger of Heaven, and perfecuted his miniilers and

firft difciples. 1 perufe this book, and meet with a paf-

fage in it,t which excites in me the greateft aftonifliment :

I think I am reading an anticipated and circumftantial hif-

lory of Chrill j I difcover all the features of his charader^

* See AddifohV Evidences. f ?4iracles.

i Ifajah liii—This prophet was of the royal race, and the firfl of

the great prophets ; he prophecied about feven centuries before the

chriftian aera. It has been faid, and with reafofi; of this prophi-t , th?.t

he was in fomc fort ^^ffb €i;angciiji.
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and tlie principal particulars of his life ; in a word, I think

I am reading the very evidence of the witnefTes themfelves.

I cannot withdraw my attention from this furprifing

portrait ; what features ! what colouring ! what agreement

with fa6ls ! how juft, how natural are the emblems ! en>

blems, did I fay ? Is it not the emblematical portrait of a

very diftant futurity ? It is a faithful reprefentation of

fomething prefent, and that which is not yet in being, i»

painted as if it were. See Ifaiah liii.*

He wha defcribed thus to future ages the day fpring^

from on high, could he alfo proclaim the time of its rifing ?

I can fcarcely give credit to my fenfes, when I read, rn

another pa. t of the fame book, that admirable prediftion,

which almofl feems a chronology, compofed after the

event. See Daniel ix. Seventy weeks are determined upon

thy people, and upon thy holy ckyy to fn'ijh the tranfgrejfion^

and to make an end offins, and to make reconciliation for in-

iquity, and to bring in everlajling righteoifnefs, and to feal up

the 'vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the mojl holy. See alfo

25, 26, and 27th verfes.f

1 know that thcfc weeks of the prophecy are weeks of

years, each of feven years. The infpired writer is there-

fore fpeaking of an event, which was not to take place till

490 years afterwards.

By hitlory, I am informed of the time of the coming of

that Chrift, which the prophecy foretells. I therefore go

* The reader is defired attentively to perufe this chapter.

f Daniel was the laft: of the four great prophets, and was bora

616 years before Chrift ; he was led captive to Babylon towards 606,

and inftraAed in all the fcicncesof the Chaldeans ; he was raifed to-

wards the firft dignities of the empire, t;nd disd tQWsrdg the end ol

the rei^n of Cyrus, aged 90,
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back from this Chrift, as far as 490 years ; for the event

wiU be the moft faithful interpreter of the prophecy.

I therefore arrive at the reign of Artaxerxes, L. M.*

from whom came the laft edidl for the reellabUfhrnent of

the nation, held captive within the dominions of that

prince ; and it is from the hands of that very nation itfelf,

that I receive this prediction, which is the moft powerful

proof and conviction of their increduhty.

Shall I doubt the authenticity of writings, which con-

tain fuch prediftions as thefe ? But the nation to whofe

care they have been conftantly committed, has never en-

tertained the fmalleft doubt on that head. What then

fhall I oppofe to fo antient, fo conftant, fo formal a tefti-

mony ? I cannot imagine this nation to ha^e fabricated

thefe writings ; how abfurd would fuch a fuppofition be !

Would not the prophecies themfelves confute it ? Would

it not further be contradifted by fo many pafTages, which

load that nation with ignominy, and the ftrongeft re-

proaches for its diforders and crimes ? That nation there-

fore has neither counterfeited, altered, nor fupprefTed any

thing, fince it has preferved thefe records, fo humiliating

to itfelf, and fo favourable to the great fociety of which

Chrift was the founder.

Bonnet's Phllofophtcal Inquiries concerning Chrlft'tanky,

Towards the twentieth year of h?s reign, according to fome chro-

nologifts, and the feventh, according to Prideaux. This celebrated

writer has fhown, that if the feventy weeks are calculated with be-

ginning with the feventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes L. M. or

iated from the edidt of that prince, granted to Efdras, the feventy

weeks, or 490 years, arc found month by month, from that cdi^Jl, until

the death of Chrift,
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THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THE prophecies delivered in the fcriptures prove the

divine authority of the fcriptures, even previoufly to the

confideration of the genuinenefs of thefe prophecies, but

much more, if that be allowed.

In order to evince this propofition, I will diftinguifh the

prophecies into four kinds, and fhew in what manner it

holds in refpeft of each kind.

There are then contained in the fcriptures,

Firjly Prophecies that relate to the ilate of the nations

which bordered upon the land of Canaan.

Secondly i Thofc that relate to the political ftate of the

Ifraelites and Jews in all ages.

Thirdly^ The types and prophecies that relate to the

office, time of appearance, birth, life, death, refurreflion,

and afcenfion of the promifed Meffiah, or Chriil.

Fourthly y The prophecies that relate to the ftate of the

chriftian church, efpecially in the latter times, and to the

fecond coming of Chrift.

1 begin with the prophecies of the firft kind, or thofe

which relate to the ftate of Amalek, Edom, Moab,

Ammon, Tyre, Syria, Egypt, Nineveh, Babylon, and the

four great fuccefilve empires, of the Babylonians, Perfians,

Greeks, and Romans. Now here I obferve, Firjl^ That

if we admit both the genuinenefs of thefe prophecies, and

the truth of the common hiftory of the fcriptures, the

very remarkable coincidence of the fads with the prophe-

cies, will put their divine authority out of all doubt ; as

I fuppofe every reader will acknowledge, upon recoiled-

ing the many particular prophecies of this kind, with their
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accomplifliment, which occur in the Old Teftament. Sec-

ondly, If we allow only the genuinenefs of thefe prophe-

cies, fo great a part of them may be verified by the re-

mains of antient pagan hiftory, as to eflablifh the divine

authority of that part. Thus if Daniel's prophecies of

the image and four bealls, were written by him in the time

of the Babylonian empire ; if the prophecies concerning

the fall of Neneveh, Babylon, Tyre, &c. be genuine, pro-

fane hiftory will fhow, that more than human forefight

was concerned in the delivery of them. Thirdly, That

fuch of thefe prophetic events, as remain to this day, or

were evidently pofterior to the delivery of the prophe-

cies, prove their divine authority, even antecedently to the

confideration of their genuinenefs, as is affirmed in the

former part of this propofition. Of this kind are the per-

petual flavery of Egypt ; the perpetual defolation of Tyre,

and Babylon ; the wild, unconquered ftate of the Ifli-

maelites ; the great power and ftrcngth of the Roman em-

pire, beyond thofe of the three foregoing empires ; its di-

vifion into ten kingdoms ; its not being fubdue^ by any

other, as the three foregoing were ; the rife of the Ma-

hometan religion, and Saracenic empire ; the limited con-

tinuance of this empire ; and the rife and progrefs of the

empire of the Turks. To thefe we may add, the tranf-

a<^ions that pafTed between the contemporary kingdoms of

Syria and Egypt, prophecied of in the eleventh chapter

of Daniel ; for fince thefe prophecies reach down to the

times of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the beginning fubjec-

tion of thefe kingdoms to the Roman power, they cannot

but have been delivered prior to the events, as may appear,

both from the confideration of the feptuagint tranflation
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cf the book of Daniel, and the extlnftron of the biblical

Hebrew, as a living language before that time ; even

though the book of Daniel fhould not be confidered as

genuine, for which fufpicion thtre is however no founda-

tion. Lajlly, We may remark, that thefe, and indeed all

the other prophecies, have the fame marks of genuinenefs,

as the reft of the fcriptures, or as any other books ; that

they cannot be feparated from the context without the ut-

moft violence, fo that if this be allowed to be genuine,

thofe muft be alfo ; that hiftory and chronology were in

fo uncertain a ftate, in antient times, that the prophecies

concerning foreign countries could not have been adapted

to the fa6ls, even after they had happened, with fo much

exaflnefs, as modern inquirers have fhown the fcripture

prophecies to be, by a learned nation, and much lefs by the

Jews, who were remarkably ignorant of what paffed in

foreign countries.

I proceed, in the fecond place, to fhow how the proph-

ecies, that relate to the pohtical ftate of the Jews, prove

the divine authority of the fcriptures. And here, pafling

by many prophecies of inferiour note, and of a fubordinate

nature, we may confine ourfelves to the promife or proph-

ecy of the land of Canaan, gi'-en to Abraham, Ifaac, and

Jacob, to the prophecies concerning the captivity of the

ten tribes,and the Babylonifli captivity of the two tribes,

with their return after feventy years ; and to thofe con-

cerning the much greater captivity and defoiation, pre-

difted to fall upon this chofen people in the 28th chapter

of Deuteronomy, in various places of the prophecies, and

by Chrift and his apoftles, in the New Teftament. There

was no natural probabiUty, at the time when thefe proph-
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eeies were delivered, that any of thefe events fhoiild hap-

pen in the manner in which they were prediAed, and

have accordingly happened, but in fome, the utmofl im-

probabiUty ; fo that it muft appear to every candid, intel-

ligent iiiquirer, that nothing lefs than fupernatural knowl-

edge could have enr.bled thofe, who delivered thefe predic-

tions, to make them. The divine authority therefore

•f the books, which contain thefe predidlions, is unquef-

tionable, provided we allow them to be genuine.

Now, befides the foremcHtioned evidences of this, thefe

prophecies have fome peculiar ones attendingthem. Thus

the mere departure of the Ifraelites out of Egypt, in order

to go to the land of Canaan, their burying Jacob in Ca-

naan, and carrying Jofeph's bones with them, plainly im-

ply, that the promife of this land had been given to their

anceftors. Thus, alfe, the prophecies relating to the cap-

tivities o^ Ii"rael and Judah, and to their reftorations,

make io large a part of the old prophets, that, if they be

not genuine, the whole books muft be forged ; and the

genulnenefs of thofe in the New Teftament cannot but be

allowed by ail.

I come now, in the third place, to fpeak of the types

and prophecies, which relate to Chrift, the time of his ap-

pearance, his offices, birth, life, death, rcfurreftion, and

afcenfjon. Many of thefe are applied by him to himfelf,

and by the authors of the books of the New Teftament ;

but there arc alfo many others, whofe difcovery and ap-

plication are left to the fagacity and induftry of chriftians

in all ages. This feems to be a field of great extent, and

the evidence arifing from it, of an increafing nature. It

is probable, that the chriftians of the firft ages were ac-
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quainted with fo many more circumftances, relating to the

hfe, death, Sec. of Chrift, as, on this account, to be able

to apply a larger number of types and prophecies to him

than we can. But then this may perhaps be compenfated

to us, by the daily opening of the fcriptures, and our grow-

ing knowledge in the typical and prophetical nature of

them. What is already difcovered of this kind, feems no

way poflible to be accounted for, but from the fuppofi-

tion, that God by his power and foreknowledge, fo order-

ed the a<flions, hiftory, ceremonies, &c. of the patriarchs

and Jews, and the language of the prophets, as to make

them correfpond with Chrift, his offices, adions, and fufFer-

ings. If any one doubts of this, let him attempt to apply

the types and prophecies to any other perfon. I will juft:

mention four clafTes, into which ihefe types and prophe-

cies may be diflinguifhed, and under each of thefe, a few

remarkable inftances. There are then,

Fh^j Prophecies which evidently relate to Chrift, and

either to him alcne, or to others in an inferiour degree on-

ly. Such as ;that of Jacqb concerning Shiloh, of Mofes

concerning a great prophet and lawgiver that fliould come

after him, of Ifaiah, In his fifty fecond and fifty third

chapters, of Daniel concerning die Mefiiih, many, in al-

moft: all the prophets, concerning a great prince, a prince

of the houfe of David, 5cc. who fhould make a new cove-

nant with his people, &c. &c.

Secondly, Typical circumftances in the lives of eminent

perfons, as of Ifaac, Jofeph, Joflma, David, SolomoHj

Jonah, and in the common hiftory of the Jewifti people,

as being called out of Egypt.

Thirdly^ Typical ceremonies in the Jewifti wcrfhip,

as their facrifices in general, thofe of the pafibvcr and day
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of expiation in particular, &c. To this head we may alfd

refer the typical nature of the high priefthood, and of the

offices of king, prieft, and prophet, among the Jews, &c.

Fourthly^ The apparently incidental mention of many
circumftances in thefe things, which yet agree fo exadlly,

and in a way fo much above chance, with Chrift, as to

make it evident, that they were originally intended to be

applied to him. The not breaking a bone of the Pafcal

Lamb ; the mention of renting the garment, ahd cafting

lots upon the vefture by David ; of offering gall and vin*

egar ; of looking on him whom they had pierced ; of the

third day, upon numerous occafions, &c. are circumftances

of this kind.

Now, thefe types and prophecies afford nearly the fame

evidence, whether we confider the books of the Old Tef-

lament as genuine or no. For no one calls in queftion

their being extant, as we now hare them, fmall, immate-

rial variations excepted, before the time of Chrift's appear-

ance. Many of them do indeed require the common hif-

tory of the New Teftament to be allowed as true. But

there are fome, thofe for inftance, which relate to the

humiliation and death of Chrift, and the fpirituality of his

office, the proofs of whofe accompliftiment are fufficiently

evident to the whole world, even independently of this.

The fourth branch of the prophetical evidences, arc

thofe which relate to the chriftian church. Here the

three fdllowing particulars deferve attentive confideration.

Firjly The prediftions concerning a new and pure re-

ligion, which was to be fet up by the coming of the prom-

ifed Meffiah.

Secondlyy A great and general corruption of thij relig;-

VQTit which was to follow in after times.
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Thirdly, The recovery of tlie chriftian church from

this corruption, by great tribulations ; and the final eftab-

liihment of true and pure religion, called. The kingdom of

rtghteoufnefs, of the faints^ the neiu Jerufalemy i^c.

The predictions of the firft and third kinds, abound ev-

ery vi^here in the old prophets, in the difcourfes of Chrift,

and in the writings of the apoftles. Thofe of the feccnd

kind are chiefly remarkable in Daniel, the Revelations, and

the Epiftles of St. Paul, St. Peter, St. John, and St. Jude.

In how furprifing a manner the events of the firft and

fecond kind have anfwercd to the predic^iionF, cannot be

unknown to any inquifitive, ferious perfon, in any chriftian

country. At the fame time, it is evident, that the pre-

dictions of thefe things could have no foundation in prob-

able conje(Slures when they were given. The events of

the third clafs have not yet received their accomphdiment,

but there have been for fome centuries pafV, ai)d arc l^vill,

perpetual advances and preparations made for them ; and

it now feems unreafonable to doubt of the natural proba-

bility of their accompliiliment, unl.ifs \vc doubt, at the

fame time, of the truth of the rtliglon itftlf. If it be

true, it muft, upon more diligent and impartial examina-

tion, both purify itfelf, and overcome all oppofition.

It is remjipkably agreeable to the tenour of Providence

in other things, that that accomplifhment of prophecy,,

which will hereafter evidence the truth of the chriftian

religion in the moft illuftrious manner, fhould be effected

by prefent evidences of a lefs illuftrious nature.

Let me add here, that many of the Pfalms are peculiar-

ly apphcable to the reftoration and converfion of the Jews,
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and to the final prevalence and eilablifliment of the chrif-

tian church, i. e. to the events of the third clafs.

Hartley on the Truth of the Chrifltan Religion.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED,

TheEvidences ofjefus Chriftfromthe Prophecies,

THE nobleft evidences of our Lord are the prophe-

cies, which preceded him. And, accordingly, it has pleaf-

ed God to exercife a pecuHar care in this behalf ; for the

full accomplifhment of them being a perpetual miracle,

which reachcth from the beginning to the end of tlie

church. Sixteen hundred years together, God raifed up

a fuccefiion of prophets ; and, during the fpace of four

hundred years after, he difperfed thefe prophecies, to-

gether with the Jews that kept them, through all regions

of the world. See the wonderful preparation to our

Lord's appearance. As his gofpel was to be embraced

and believed by all nations, there was a neceflity not only

of prophecies to gain it this belief, but likewife of diffu-

fing thefe prophecies to the fame extent of human race.

Suppofing one fingie man to have left a book of pre«

diflions concerning Jefus Chrift, as to the time and man-

ner of his coming j and fuppofing him to have come

agreeably to thefe prediftions, the arguments would be of

almoft infinite force. Yet here the evidence is ftronger,

beyond all comparifon. A fucceffion of men, for the

fpace of four thoufand years, follow one another, without

interruption or variation, in foretelling the fame great



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 257

event. A whole people are the harbingers of the great

Meffias ; and fuch a people as fubfiried four thoufand

years, to teftify, in a general body, their alTured hope and

expeftation, from which no feverity of threats or perfecu-

tion could oblige them to depart. This is a cafe which

challengcth, in a far more tranfcendent degree, our alTent

and wonder.

The time of our Lord's appearance was fignified by the

flate of the Jews ; by the condition of the heathen world ;

by the comparifon between the two temples ; and even by

the precife number of years which (hould intervene.

The prophets have alfo given various marks of the

Meffias who was to come ; it feemed neceflary that thefe

marks fhould all concur at the fame period. Thus it was

neceffary that the fourth monarchy fhould be eftablifhed

ere the expiration of Daniel's feventy weeks, that the

fceptre fhould then depart from Judah, and that the Mef-

fias fhould then immediately appear. In purfuit of which

prediftions, our Lord appeared at this juncture, and dem-

onftrated his claim to the flyle and character of the

Meffias,

The Jews, in putting to death Jefus Chrill, whom they

believed n^t to be the Meffias, gave him the final mark

and affurance of the Meffiah's charader. The more they

perfilUd in denying him, they flill became the more infalli-

ble witneffes of the truth ; for to difown and to flay him.

was but to join their own teflimony to that of the prophe-

cies, which they fulfilled.

The prcfent condition of the Jews is a fingular confir-

mation of our faith. It is aftonilhing to fee this people,

during fo vaft a courfe of years, never extinguifhed, and

X 2
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yet ever milerable, as having been his crucifiers. And

though to fub.fift, and to be miferable, are contrarieties

ungrateful to nature, yet they fail not to maintain their

fubfiftence) under all the power of their mifery.

Pa/cars Thoughts on Reli^iofi,
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SECTION IV.

The Refurre^ion of Chrljl evinces the certain^

ty of Revealed Religmi,

Gilbert west, Erq. in his obfemo

tions on the Hiftory and Refurre£lion of Jefus Ghrift, hf

comparing the feveral parts of" the hiftory, has made it to

appear, that the women came at different times to the fep-

ulchre, and in different companies ; that there were feveral

diflindl appearances of angels, of which he reckons three,

befides that to the Roman foldiers, viz. to the other Mary

and Salome ; to Mary Magdalene, to Joanna, and others

with her } that thefe feveral fafts were reported to th«

apoflles at different times, and by different perfons ; that

there were two diftinft appearances of Chrift to the wom-

en ; one of which was to Mary Magdalene alone ; the

other to the other Mary and Salome ; that to St. Peter

was twice at the fepulchre ; once with John, after the firfl

report Jo Mary Magdalene, concerning the body's not

being found in the fepulchre ; the fecond time after the

report made to Joanna, and the women with her ; of tlie

appearance of the angels to them. This learned author

obferves, that chriftian writers, dazzled by a few points of

refemblance, have confounded thefe different fa6ls, and

thereby given great advantage to the infidel. Whereas

the fads bemg rightly diftinguifhcd, all the objedions

againft thjs part ofthe gofpel hiftory, as contradiftory and
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inconfiftent, entirely vanifli ; and it appeareth that the

evangelifts, inftead of clafhing and difagreeing, mutually

confirm, illuftratc, and fupport each other's evidence.

Mr. Weft hath made excellent and judicious reflexions,

upon the feveral incidents in the hiftory of the refurreftion,

and upon the order in which they happened, and in which

the feveral proofs of the refurreftion were laid before the

apoftles. He fliews that the difcovery of it, which was

made to them, was wifely ordered to be gradual ; and

that, as they were to be the chofen w^itneffes of the refur-

reftion of Jefus, there was a great propriety in the fever-

al fteps that were taken, to give the higheft convidlion of

it. There is a train of witnefles, a fucceflion of miracu-

lous events, mutually ftrengthening and illuftrating each

other, equally and jointly concurring to prove the fame

faft. And, whereas their doubting and unheHef, fpokea

of by the evangelifts, feems principally to have confifted

in this, that though they might believe that Chrift had

appeared to thofe, who declared they had feen him, yet

they might not believe that he had appeared to them with

a real body ; therefore, in condefcenfion to their infirmity^

he gave them the fulleft evidence of the reality of his bod-

ily appearance.

The proofs of Chrift'a refurreftion laid before the apof-

tles,. are digefted by Mr. Weft, under four heads. F'lrjlj

The teftimony of thofe, who had feen him after he was

rifen. Secondlyy The evidence of their own fenfes. Third-

lyy The accompHfhment of the words he had fpoken to

them, while he was yet with them. Fourthly ^ The fulfill-

ing of the things which were written in the law of Mofes,

in the prophets, and in the Pfalms, concerning him J ol"

which he has given a judicious fummary.
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Upon recapitulating feveral particulars, which conftitute

the evidence of our Saviour's refurre6lion, this learned au-

thor concludes, that there never was a fa<ft more fully,

proved than his refurreftion ; and that thofe, who were

appointed to be the witneffes of it, had every- kind of

proof, that, in the like circumilances, the moft fcrupulous

could demand, or the moft incredulous imagine.*

Having confidered the proofs of the refurreftlon of Je-

fus Chrift, as they were laid before the apoftles, he pro-

ceeds to confider fome of the arguments, that may induce

us to believe, at this diftance of time, that Chrift rofe

from the dead ; thefe he has reduced to two principal

heads, viz. the teftimony of the chofen witnefies, of the

refurreftlon recorded in the fcriptures, and the exiftence

of the chriftlan religion.

With regard to the former, he fheweth that the apof-

tles and evangelifts had two qualities neceffary to cftab-

llfh the credit of a witnefs, a perfect knov/ledge of the

facls they give teftimony to, and a fair, unbleniirned char-

after ; and that their teftimony is tranfmltted down in

writings, either penned by themfelves, or authorized for

their infpeftion and approbation. He offereth feveral

confideratlons, to fhow the genulnenefs of thofe writings,

and makes ufe, both of the internal marks of the veracity

of the facred writers, obfervable in the fcriptures, and the

external proofs of their veracity and infpiration ; efpeciai-

ly the exaft accomplifhment of the prophecies recorded

* After entering into a long and fcrupulous examination of ths

feveral particulars, which conilitute tl-e evidence of the refurrediorij

Mr. Weft fhows, that there never was a fa(5l, that could more abide

the teftjthan the refurredion of Jefus Chrift,
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in thefe writings. For inftance, in thofe relating to the

various ftates of the Jews and Gentiles, different, not only

from each other, but from that in which both were at the

time when thefe prophecies were written. He obferves,

that there are feveral particulars, relating to the condition

of the Jewifh nation, which were moft exprefsly foretold

in the deftru^lion of the city and temple of Jerufalem, and

the figns preceding that deftruftion ; the miferies of the

Jews before, at, and after the famous fiege of that city ;

the general difperfion of that people, the duration of their

calamity, and their wonderful prefervation underit ; and,

finally, their reftoration. And fince the other parts of

jjiefe prediftions have been exaftly accomplifhed, there is,

the greateft reafon to think the laft will be fo too, in their

proper feafon.

Mr. Weft concludes the whole, with the argument

^rawn from the prefent exiftence of the chriftian religion
j

and fheweth, that without fuppofing the truth of Chrill's

refurreftion, there is no accounting for the propagation

and prefent exiftence of chrlftianity. To fet this in a

proper llght> he reprefentetb, in an elegant and {Iriklnp"

manner, the great difficulties that religion bad to flruggle

with, at its firft appearance, and the inability of its firft

preachers, humanly fpeaking, to oppofe and overcome

thofe obftacles. They had thefuperftitlon anr^ prejudices

of the Jews to encounter ; and at the fame time, rdigion,

cuftom, law, policy, pride, intercft, vice, and even philof-

ophy, united the heathen world agamft chrlftianity. Its

oppofers were poflefled of all the wifdom, power, and au-

thority of the world. The preachers of it were weak and

contemptible, yet it triumphed over all oppofition ; and
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this, as the cafe was circumftanced, afforded a manifeft

proof of a divine interpofition, and of the truth of the ex-

traordinary fads, by which it was fuppcrted, the princi-

pal of whith is the refurre<5\ion of Jefus Chrift.

JVe/fs Objervations en the Refurredum»
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SECTION V.

The rapid Spread of Chrtftianity a Proof of lis

Divine OriginaL

AV E find, in the Ads of the Apoftles, and

in their Epiftles, that the number of converts to the chrif-

tian religion began to increafe confiderably, almoft immedi-

ately after our Saviour's afcenfion. The firft affembly

which we meet withofChrid's difciples, and that a few days

after his removal from the world, confided of one hundred

ar.d twenty. About a week after this, three thoufand were

added in one day ; and the number of chriftians very foon

increafed to five thoufand. Multitudes continued to be

added daily ; fo that within about thirty years after the

death of Chrift, the gofpel was fpread, not only through-

out almoft all parts of the Roman empire, but even in

Parthia and India. About eighty years after the afcen-

fion of our Saviour, the chriftians were fo numerous, that

the eloquent Pliny, a pagan, and proconful of Bithinia

complained, that in his province the altars were abandoned,

and the worfliip of the gods negle6led. The gofpcl con-

tinued to fpread, in an aftonifliing degree, through every

age, until the final eftablifliment of the chrift ian religion

by Conftantine. The wonderful and unexampled* prog-

* This diflindllon ought ever to be kept tip, between the fpread

of the chriftian and Mahometan religi-on, Chrift was the prince of

peace, and made ufe of no force, but the force of truth. Mahomet
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grefs of chriflianity, notwithllanding the formidable op-

pofition it met with, both from the pagans and Jews, is

defcribed in the following ftriking manner, by a celebra-

ted writer.

The rifmg fociety of chriftians increafes in ftrength ev-

ery day, it fpreads itfelf, and wherever it is eftabHrtied, I

behold corruption, fanatciifm, fuperftition, prejudice, and

idolatry proftrate before the crofs.

What an aftonifhing revolution has been the fubjeft of

my contemplation ! Who are the men, who have effedled

it ? What obftacles have they had to furmount ! A poor

man, who had not where to lay his head, who pafied for

the fon of a carpenter, who ended his life by an ignomini-

ous death, was the founder of this religion, which triumphs

over paganifm and all its monfters.

This man chofe his difciplcs from amongfl the lowell

propagated his religion by the fword ; and till he made ufe of that

inftrument of converfion, the number of his profelytes was a mere

nothing. It was ac the head of his armies that he preached the

koran.

As Monfxeur Pafcal obferves, " Mahomet ellabliflied himfelf by

kiUing
; Jefus Chrift, by commanding us to lay down our lives

;

Mahomet, by forbidding his law to be read
; Jefus Chrift, by en-

gaging us to fearch and read. In a word, the two defigns are in all

refpe6ls, fo diredly oppofite, that Mahomet took the way, in human

probability, to fucceed
; Jefus Chrift, humanly fpeaking, to be difap-

pointed. And hence, inftcad of fo irrational a conclufion, as that be-

caufe Mahomet fucceeded, Jefus Chrift might, in like manner, have

fucceeded before ; we ought by the rule of contraries, to infer, that

fuice Mahomet has fucceeded, chriftianity muft inevitably have perifli-

ed> had it not been founded and fupported by a power altogether

divine."

Y
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clafs of people, the chief part of them from fim.ple, plain

fifiierrnen ; and it is fiich men as thefe, that he commiffion-

e^d to preach his religion over all the earth

—

Go and

preach to all nations—ye fliall bear w'tlnefs of me to thefariheji

ends of the earth.

They obey the voice of their lord and mafter ; they

publifh to all nations the doftrine of hfe ; they atteft the

refurreftion of the crucified man ; the nations believe in

his name, and are converted.

This is the great moral phenomenon, which 1 have to

explain ; a revolution more extraordinary than all thofe re-

corded in hiftory, and of which I am defirous to aflign the

efficient caufe.

I take a rapid view of the world before this great revo-

lution took place. Two predominant fyftems of religion

prevailed in it, Theifm and Polythf;ifm.

I am not fpeaking of the pagan philofophers, that very

limited number of fages, who, like Anaxagoras or Soc-

rates, attributed the origin of all things to one eternal

fpirit. Thefe fages did not form a body ; and they left

the common people immerfed in prejudices and the groffcft

idolatry. The philofophe'-s themfelves had attained the

knowledge of fome important truths ; but they laid open

their treafiire only to the adepts.

I am. fpeaking of the Theids of that nation, io extraor-

dinary ana fo numerous, feparated b.y its laws, its cuftoms,

even by its prejudices, from all other nations, and who

fuppofed that their anceftors received their religion and

laws from the hands of God. That nation is fiimly con-

vinced, that this religion, and th- fe laws, are efiablifhed

by fignal and innumerable miracles ; it is Krongly attached
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to its external worfhip, cuftoms, and traditions ; and al-

though much fallen from its former fplendour, and filbjedl

to a foreign yoke, it ftill retains all the pride of its antient

Kberty, and believes itfelf to be the fole objedl of the at-

tention of its Creator. This people retains a fovereign

contempt for every other people, and profefTes to wait for

a deliverer, who will fubjecl the whole world to their

nation.

Polytheifm was, in every other country, the predomi-

nant and almoil univerfal religion ; it varied under dif-

ferent forms, according to the climate and genius of the

people ; it was favourable to all, even the mod monftrous

paflions
; giving a full career to the heart of man, though

it fometimes checked his hand ; flattering every fenfe, and

afTociating the flelh with the fpirit. It exhibited to tlie

people the example of its gods ; and thefe gods were

monfters of cruelty and impurity, and of courfe muil: ba

worHiipped with cruelties and debaucheries. The eyes

of the multitude were fafcinatcd by its enchantments, its

prodigies, its auguries, divinations, and pompous ceremo-

nies. Such a rchgion builds altars to vice, and digs the

grave for virtue.

How will fifhermen, alTuming the character of miiliona-

ries, be able to perfuade the Theills, that this external,

majeftic, antient, and venerable worfhip is no longer what

God requires of them, and that it is abolifhed forever ;

that ail thofe auguft ceremonies, fo myfterious, fo well

calculated to captivate the fenfes, are only the fliadow of

thofe things, the fubilance of which is now prefented to

them ? How will it be poffible to force them to acknowl-

edge, that thofe traditions, to which they are fo united
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in their hearts and nninds, are only the commandments

cf men, and that they deflroy that law, which they be-

lieve to be divine i But above all, how fhall fifhermen con-

vince thefe proud and difdainful Theifts, that this defpifed

and abje6l man, whom their magiftrates have condemned,

and who expired on a crofs, ishimfelf the great DeHverer,

who had been foretold to them, and for whom they fo im-

patiently waited ; that they are not the fole objeAs of

the extraordinary favour of Providence, but that all the

nations of the earth are called to partake of it ?

How fhall fifhermen eradicate from the imagination of

the fenfual and coarfe Polytheifl, that herd of gods, as

numerous as the various obje6ls of nature ? What method

fhall they take to fpiritualize his ideas, to difengage him

from the dead matter, within which he is immerfed, and

convert him to the living God ? How fhall they wreft

him from the feducing pleafures of the fenfes, and a life

of voluptuoufnefs ? How fliall they purify and ennoble all

his affeftions ? How fliall they make of him a fage, and

more than a fage ? How fhall they reflrain his heart, as

well as his hands ? And, above all, how fliall they perfuade

him to pay homage to a man, ftigmatized by a moft igno-

minious punifhment ? And, how fhall they, in the eye of

the Polytheift, convert the folly of the crofs into wifdom ?

How fhall thefe heralds of a crucified man, engage their

new followers to forfake their temporal interefts ; to fub-

init to a life of contempt, humiliation, and ignominy ; to

defy all kinds of punifhments and tortures ; to refifl all

temptations ; and to perfevere, even unto death, in a doc-

trine which infures no recompenfe but in another hfe ?

By what means are thefe fimple fifhermen become fifh*
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crs of men ? Whence has it happened, that, in iefs than

half a century, fo many and different feels and nations,

have embraced the new do6lrine ? How has this feed of

milliard become a great tree ? And, how has this tree

over fhadowed fuch immenfe countries ? I know that in

general men are not enemies to feverity of doctrine in

point of morals, becaufe it fuppofes an uncommon effort

of mind, and becaufe men have a natural tafte for perfec-

tion ; not that they always feek after it ; but they are

fond of it, at leaft, in fpeculation. A voluntary poverty,

a great difinfereftednefs, a painful and laborious life, at-

tract eafily the attention and efteem of men. They are

very ready to admire all this, provided you do not oblige

them to the praAice of it.

If therefore this new do6lrine publifhed to the world,

had been purely fpeculative, I can eafily conceive that it

might have gained the efteem, and even the admration

of fome people. They would have viewed it in the light

of a new feft of philofophy ; and thofe who profefled it,

might have appeared to them fages of a very peculiar (lamp.

But this dodrine is not merely fpeculative, it is chiefly

pradical, in the ftri£lell and moil literal fenfe of the word.

It is the mod elevated kind of pradlical heroifm, it enjoins

an entire felf denial, combats every paffion, regulates every-

affeclion, checks every delire, requires a total furrender of

our heart to the love of God and of our neighbour, de-

mands continual facriiices, and thofe the greateft of facri-

fices ; and promifes no other rewards, but thofe which the

eye cannot fee, and which the hand cannot feel.

That the charms of eloquence; the attradions of riches,-

the fplendour of dignities, and the influence of power, may

Y 2
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gain credit to a doftrine, and bring over to it many profc-

lytes, I can eaiily conceive.

But the doftrine of the crucified Saviour is taught by

men void of art, and in the loweft circumftances, whofe

eloquence confifts more in things than in words ; by men

who preach dodrines oppofite to the moft received opin-

ions ; by men of the loweft clafs, and who hold out to their

difciples no other expeftations in this hfe, than fuffer-

ings, tortures, and the crofs ; and yet thefe arc the men

u'ho triumph over flefh and blood, and convert the uni-

verfe.

The efFeft was prodigious, rapid, permanent ; it exifts

to this day. I can difcover no natural caufe to produce

this effeft ; and yet there mud be a caufe, and a great

G3ufe. Where then is the caufe ? In the name of the cm-

e'ljied man, the lame ivalh, the lepers are cleanfecl, the deaf

hear, the blindfee, the dead are rafed. 1 am no longer at

a lofs ; every difficulty vanifhes ; the problem is folved ,-

the leglflator of nature has fpoken ; nations have heard

'lim ; the univerfe has acknowledged its mafter. He who

can fee in the muftard feed the lofty tree, was the Mef-

fenger of that God, nvho has chofen the iveah things of the

world to confound the things that are mighty

»

The iveak things of the world !— If this Saviour was

to have a precurfor, it was alfo in the order of this fub-

lime economy, that this precurfor fliould lead a life of

poverty and frugahty ; that his manners fliould be auftere,

his aftions irreproachable ; that, cloathed in coarfe rai-

ment, he fnould precede the Prince of Life, who was him^

felf concealed under the humble veil of flefli. This pre-

curfor was alfo to recall men to the mofl effen-tial duties of
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human nature, and teach them a doArine preparatory, as it

were, to the more complete and more elevated do6lrine of

the great fovereign teacher ; it was, in fine, his commif-

fion to announce and charafterize, by the mod ftriking

features, him who was to come after him.

The iveaJi things ofthe world I—In conformity to thefe

views, fo far excelling all human views ; the MeiTenger of

the Mod High was to be born of a virgin, in an obfcure

family, but defcended of illuftrious anceftors, to whom the

mod magnificent promifes had been made by antient pre*

didlions. His birth was to be proclaimed by fhepherds \

and the celellial heralds, commiHioned to celebrate by their

hymns thefe glad tidings, were to inflruft thefe fhepherds

in the objeft and extent of the miffion of Chrift.

—

On earth

peace ; good nvill towards man,—Good will—not towards

a fingle generation, but to every generation to come ; the

benevolence of the beft and greateft of beings compre-

hends all mankind, becaufe he is the father of all.

The weak things of the world !—In this marvellous dif-

penfation of Providence, what numberlefs circumftances

ftill prefent themfelves to me, all directed to divert the at-

tention of man from human grandeur, towards that which

is truly great. This child, the defire of all nations, is

born in a manger, the fuppofed fon of a carpenter ; for

was he, at whofe feet all thrones were one day to be cad

down, was he to borrow his glory from the fplendour of

thrones ? Was he, to whom all nature and all minds were

to become fub}e6l, was he to be inveded with the power

of kings ? And becaufe he could give all power to his dif-

ciples to command, even as he himfelf did, all nature, and

all the heart? ox men, therefore his difciples were to be
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cliofen from amongft filhermen and publicans ; and thefe

were the men whom he was to commiilion to teach all na-

tions, and reform the univerfe.

Bonnet''s Philofophical Inquiries,^

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

WHEN v/e confider the ages, which have elapfed fincc

the introdudion of chriHianity, and the events attending

its propagation, how wonderful is the hiftory we contem-

plate ! We fee a mighty light, fpreading over all man-

kind, from one fpark kindled in an obfcure corner of the

earth. An humble, perfecuted teacher preaches a reli-

gion of peace, of forgivenefs of injuries, of fubmifiion to

temporal authorities, of meeknefs, brotherly love, and uni-

verfal benevolence ; he is tried, condemned, and executed

for his doftrines ; he rifes from the tomb, and breaking

down the bars of death, fets open to all mankind the evi-

dence of a life to come, and, at the fame time, points out

the fure path to everlailing happinefs in the future ftate.

A few, unlettered difciples, his adherents and furvivors,

take up his do6lrines, and going forth amongll the princes

of the Roman empire, then in its zenith, preach a religion

to the gentiles, dire6lly flriking at the foundation of the

mod fplendid fabric of fuperltition ever reared on earth.

Thefe gentiles are not a rude and barbarous race, but men

of illuminated minds, acute philofophers, eloquent orators,

powerful reafoners, eminent in arts, in fciences, and armed

with fovercign power. What an undertaking for the

teachers of chridianity 1 Vfhat a conflid for reliijion;,
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holding forth no temporal allurements ! On the contrary,

promifing nothing but mortification in this world, and

referring all hope of a reward for prefent fufferings to the

ttnfeen glories of a life to come.

Cumberland^s Oh/ervery Vol* IIL
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SECTION VL

l^he moral Charaders of Chrifi^ the Prophets^

and Apojiles^ prove the Truth and Divine Au-

thority ofthe Scriptures.

T-L HE charafter of Chrift, as it ftiay be

collcAed from the plain narrations of the gofpels, is man-

ifeftly fuperiour to all other charaders, lidlitious or real,

whether drawn by hiftorians, orators, or poets. We fee

in it the moft: entire devotion and refignation to God,

and the moil ardent and univerfal love to mankind, join-

ed with the greatefl humility, felf-denial, meeknefs, pa-

tience, prudence, and every other virtue, divine and hu-

man
J to which we are to add, that, according to the

New Teftament, Chrift, being the Lord and creator of

all, took upon himfelf the form of a fervant, in order to

make atonement for all ; that, with this view, he fubmit-

ted to the helplefsnefs and infirmities of infancy, to the

narrownefs of human underftanding, and the perturbations

of human affeftions, to hunger, thirft, labour, wearinefs,

poverty, and hardfhips of various kinds, to lead a forrow-

ful, friendlcfs Hfe, to be mifunderftood, betrayed, infultcd,

and mocked, and at laft to be put to a painful and igno-

minious death.

The manner in which the evangelifts fpeak of Chrift,

fliews that they drew after a real copy, i. e. fliews the

genuinenefs and truth of the gofpel hiliory. There are
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no diredl encomiums upon him, no laboured defences or

recommendations. His cbarafter arifes from a careful,

impartial examination of all that he faid and did ; and the

evangeUfts appear to have drawn this greateft of all char-

afters, without any dircd defign to do it. Nay, they

have recorded fome things, fuch as his being moved with

the pafTions of human nature, as well as being afFe<5led

with its infirmities, which the wifdom of this world would

rather have concealed. But their view was to fliew him

to the perfons to whom they preached, as the promifed

Mcfiiah of the Jews, and the Saviour of mankind ; and as

they had been convinced of this themfelves, from his dif-

courfes, aftions, fufferings, and refurreclion, they thought

nothing more was wanting to convince fuch others, as were

ferious and impartial, but a fimple narrative of what Jefus

faid and did. And if we compare the tranfcendent great-

nefs of this charatler, with t;he indireft manner in which

it is delivered, and the illiteratenefs and low condition of

the evangelifts, it will appear impofuble, that they /hould

have forged it, that they (liould have not liad a real original

before them, fo that nothing was wanting, but to record

fimply and faithfully. How could mean and illiterate per-

fons excel the greateft geniufes, antient and modern, in

drawing a character ? How came they to draw it in an

indire(5l manner? This is indeed a ftrong evidence of gen-

winenefs and truth ; but then it is of fc reclufe and fubtle

a nature, agreeably to this, has been fo little taken notice

of, by the defenders of the chrillian religion, that one

cannot conceive the evangelifis were at ail aware that it

was an evidence. The chara6\er of Chrift, as drawn by

them, is therefore genuine and true ; ar-d confcquently.



276 EXCELLENCE OF THE

proves his divine miflion, both by its tranfcendent excel-

lence, and by his laying claim to fuch a miflion.

The charaders of the perfons, who are faid in the fcrip-

tures to have had divine communications, and a divine

miflion, are fo much fuperiour to the charaders, which oc-

cur in common life, that we can fcarce account for the

more eminent fingle ones, and therefore much lefs for fo

large a fucceflion of them, continued through fo many

ages, without allowing the divine communications and

afliftance, which they allege. It is true indeed, that many

of thefe eminent perfons had confiderable imperfedions,

and fome of them were guilty of great fms occafionally,

though not habitually ; however, upon a balance, after

proper deductions are made, on account of their fms and

imperfcdtions, it is left to the impartial reader to confider,

whether the prophets, apoftles, &c. were not fo much

fuperiour, not on 'y to mankind at an average, but even to

the beil men among the Greeks and Romans, as is not fairly

to be accounted for by the mere powers of human nature.

The charafters of the emment perfons mentioned in

the fcriptures, aiife fo much in an indired way, from the

plain narrations of fads, their fins and imperfcdions are

fo fully fet forth by themfelves, or their friends, with their

condemnation and punhnment, and the vices of wicked

men, r.nd the oppofers of God and themfelves, related in

fo candid a way, with all fit allowances, that we have in

this a remarkable additional evidence for the truth of this

part of the fcripture hin:ory< befides the common ones be-

fore given, which extend to the whole.

Hartley on the Truth of the Cl)r\flian Religion.
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rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THERE is no argument for the truth of chriftianity,

more irrefiftible than the charader and condiift of its iirfl

propagators, and efpecially of its glorious author. No
human fagacity could, from meer invention, have put to-

gether a fidlitious account of the behaviour of a perfon, in

fo many ftrange and uncommon particulars, as the evan-

gelifts have told us of our Saviour, without cither fwelling

up the imaginary charafter into that cf the hero of a ro-

mance, or drawing it defaced with faults and blemifhes.

That human invention is by no m.eans equal to any fuch

taflc, is evident from the unfuccefsful attempts, which have

been made by the greateft mafters of defcription, to draw

perfect chara£ters, efpecially where any thing fupernatU'

ral was to have a place ; and that fuch a charadler as that

of our Saviour, fhould be drawn fo uniform and confident,

at the fame time that it is fo wholly new and peculiar,

that in all the hiilories, and all the epic poems in the

world, there is no pattern whence the leatl hint could be

taken, to form it by ; that this charafter, in which the

greatnefs is of 10 extraordinary and ftupendous a kind.

that whatever is great in thofc of warriors, or heroes, or

kings, i3 defpifed and negle£led by him, and infinitely be-

neath him ; that fuch a charafter fhould be the invention

of a few illiterate men, and that it fhould by them be ex-

hibited, not by fludied encomiums, but by a bare, unadorn-

ed narration of fads, but fuch fafts as are no where elfc

to be equalled. He who can believe that all this could

be the efFe6l of mere human invention, without fuperiour

interpofition, mull be capable of believing any thing. So

Z
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that I may defy all the oppofers of revelation to anfwer

the queftion, how we came to have fuch a chara6ler, as

that of Chrift, drawn as it is, and drawn by fuch authors,

if it was not taken from a real original, was not fomething

above human.

Burgh*s Dignity of Human Natun,
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SECTION VII.

The Converfton of St, Paul* furnijhes a Proof

of the Divine Origin of the Chrijlian Religion.

X. HE converfion of fuch a man, at fuch

a time, and by fuch means, furnifhes one of the moft com-

plete proofs that have ever been given, of the divine origin

of the chriftian religion. That Saul, a zealous petfecutor

of the difciples of Chrift, became all at once a difciple

himfelf, is a fad which cannot be controverted, without

overturning the credit of all hiftory. He muft therefore

have been converted in the miraculous manner, in which

he himfelf faid he was, and of courfe the chriftian religion

be a divine revelation ; or he muft have been either an im-

poftor, or enthufiaft, or a dupe to the fraud of others.

There is not another alternative poffible.

If Paul was an impoftor, who declared what he knew

to be falfe, with an intent to deceive, he muft have been

induced to adl that part from fome motive. But the only^

conceivable motives for religious impofture are, either tlie

hope of advancing one's temporal intereft, reputation, or

power, or the profped of gratifying fome paflion or appe-

tite, under the authority of the new religion.

* The celebrated Lord Lyttleton, in his Obfervaticns on the

Converfion of St. Paul, has endeavoured to prove, that nothing but

the a6lual appearance of one from heaven was able to produce convic-

tion in fo bitter an enemy to Chrift and his gofpeL The foilowing^;

is an abridgement of his arguments.
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That neither of thefe could be St. PauPs motives for

profefling the faith of Chrifl crucified, is evident from the

ftateof Judaifm and chriftianity, at the period of his for-

faking the former, and embracing the latter. Thofe

whom he left, were the difpofers of wealth, of dignity,

and power in Judea ; thofe to whom he went, were indi-

gent men, oppreffed, and deprived of all means of acquir-

ing riches. The certain confequence, therefore, of his em-

bracing chriftianity, was the lofs, not only of all that he

poffefled, but of all hopes of acquiriag more ; whereas, by

continuing to perfecute the chriftians, he had almoft cer-

tain hopes of making his fortune, by the favour of thofe

who were at the head of the Jewifh ilate, to whom noth-

ing could more recommend him, than the zeal he fiiowed

in that perfccution. As to credit, or reputation, could

the difciple of Gamaliel think he Oiould gain either, by-

becoming a teacher in a college of fifliermen ? Could he

-Hatter himftlf that either in, or out of Judea, the dodlrines

he taught could do him any honour ? No ; he knew very

well tliat the preaching of Chrill crucified was a jliimhling

block to the ye^uSf and to the Greeksifooll/Ionefs. i Cor. iv.

23. He afterwards found by experience, that in all

parts of the world, contempt was the portion of whoever

engaged in preaching a myftery fo unpalatable to the

v/orld, to all its paflions and pleafures, and fo irreconeilea-

ble to the pride of human reafon. See i Cor. iv. 13.

Yet he went on as zealoufly as he fet out, and luas not

oj%amed of the go/pel of Chrijl. Certain then the defire of

glory, the ambition of making to himfelf a great name,

was not his motive to embrace chriftianity. Was it then

the love of power ? Power ! Over whom I Over a flock
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df fheep, driven to the flaughter, whofe fliepherd himfelf

had been murdered a little before. Could he cxpefl more

mercy from the chief priefts and the rulers, than they had

fliewn to Jefus himfelf? Would not their anger be proba-

bly fiercer againft the deferter and betrayer of their caufe,

th-in againft any other of the apofties ? Was power over

fo mean and defpifed a people, worth attempting with fo

much danger ? So far was Paul from affumiHg any au-

thority over the other apofties, that he declared himfelf

the Ieaj7 of them ^ and lefs than the leajl of allfaints, Eph.

iri. 8* I Cor. xv. 9.

It cannot be alleged, that St. Paul commenced a

teacher of chriftianity, with a view of gratifying fome li-

centious pafiion, under the authority of that new religion.

His writings breathe nothing but the ftridteft morality,

obedience to magiftrates, order, and government, with the

urmoft abhorrence of all licentioufnefs, idlenefs, or loofe

behaviour, under the cloak of rehgion. We no where

read in his works, that faints are above moral ordinances
;

that dominion is founded on grace ; that there is no dif-

ference in moral afiions ; that any impulfes of the mind

are to dire8: us againft the light of our reafon, and the

laws of nature, or any of thofe wicked tenets, from which

the peace of fociety has been difturbed, and the rules of

morality have been broken by men, pretending to aft un--

der the fanftion of divine revelation. Nor does any part'

of his life, either before, or atler his converfion to chrif-

tianity, bear any mark of a libertine difpofition ; as

among the Jews, fo among the chriftians, his converfatioriv

and manners were blamelefs.

Ithas.fometimes been objeded to the other apofties,.by
Z i-
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thofe who were refolved not to credit their teflimony, that

having been deeply engaged with Jefus during his life,

they were obliged to continue the fame profefiions after

his death, for the fupport of their own credit, and from

having gone too far to go back ; but this can by no means

be faid of St. Paul. On the contrary, whatever force

there may be in that way of reafoning, it all tends to con-

vince us that St. Paul muft have naturally continued a

Jevv', and an enemy of Jefus Chrift. If they were en-

gaged on one fide, he was as ftrongly engaged on the

other ; if fhame withheld them from changing fides, much

more ought it to have deterred him, who from his fuperi-

our abihties and reputation, muft have been vaftly more

fufceptible of that kind of fhame, than the mean and il-

literate fifhermen of Gahlee. The only other difference

was, that they by quitting their mafter after his death

might have preferved themfelvcs, whereas he by quitting

the Jews, and taking up the crofs of Chrift, certainly

brought on his own deftru6lion.

As St. Paul was not an impoftor, fo it is evident he

was not an enthufiaft. Great heat of temper, melancholy,

ignorance, credulity, and vanity are the ingredients of

which enthufsafm is generally compofed j but from all

thefe, except the firft, the apoftle appears to have been

wholly free. That he had great fervour of zeal, both

when a Jew, and when a chriftian, in maintaining what he

thought to be right, cannot be denied ; but he was at all

times fo much mafter of his temper, as in matters of indif-

ference, ** to become all things to all men," i Cor. ix. 20.

bending his notions and manners to theirs, fo far as his

duty to God would permit j a condii<St neither compatible
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with the ftlfFnefs of a bigot, nor the violent impulfes of

fanatical delufion. His zeal was eager and warm, but

tempered with prudence, and even with the civilities and

decorums of life, as appears by his behaviour to Agrippa,

Feftus, and Felix, not the blind, inconfiderate, indecent

zeal of an enthufiaft.

That St. Paul was not melancholy, is plain from hi»

condud in embracing every method, which prudenctr

could fuggeft, to efcape danger, and fhun perfecution,

when he could do it without betraying the duty of his of-

fice, or the honour of his God. A melancholy enthufiaft

courts perfecution, and when he cannot obtain it, afflidls

himfelf with abfurd penances ; but the holinefs of St. Paul

confifted only in the fimplicity of a godly life, and in the

unwearied performance of thofe apoftoHc duties, to which

he was called.

As to ignorance, which is another ground of enthufi=

afm, St. Paul was fo far from it, that he appears to have

been mafter, not of the Jewifh learning only, but alfo of

the Greek philofophy, and even to have been very conver-

fant with the Greek poets.

That the apoftle was not credulous, is plain, from his

having refifted all the evidence of all the miracles perform-

ed on earth by Chrift, as well as thofe that were after-

wards worked by the apoftles ; to the fame of which, as

he lived in Jerufalem, he could not pofilbly have been a

ftranger. This evinces that his mind, far from being dif-

pofed to a credulous faith, or a too eafy reception of any

miracle, worked in proof of the chriftian religion, appears

to have been barred againftit by themoft obftinate preju-

dices, as much as any man's could poiTibly be -, and hence
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we may fairly conclude, that nothing lefs than the irre-

fiftible evidence of his own fenfes, clear from all poflibility

of doubt, could have overcome his unbelief.

Vanity, or felf conceit, is another circumftance that for

the moft part prevails in the charaAer of an enthufiaft.

That St. Paul was as free from vanity as any man that

ever lived, is evident from all we fee of his writings, or

know of his life. In his Epiftle to the Ephefians, he calls

himfelf le/s than the leajl of allfaints* And to the Corin-

thians, he fays he is the leafl of the apoflles, and not meet to be

called an apoflle, hecaufe he had perfecuted the church of God,

He calls himfelfthe chief offinnersy in his Epiftle to Timo-

thy, And he prefers in the ftrongell terms univerfal be-

nevolence to faith, prophecy, and miracles. Is this the

language of vanity or enthufiafm ? Did ever a fanatic pre°

fcr virtue to his own religious opinions, to illuminations

of the fpirit, and even to the merit of martyrdom ?

Having thus fliewn that St. Paul was neither an im-

poftor nor an enthufiaft, it remains only to be inquired,

whether he was deceived by the fraud of others ; but

this inquiry need not be long, for who was to deceive him ?

A few illiterate fiihermen in Galilee. It was naturally

impoflible for fuch men to conceive the thought of turn-

ing the mo-ft enlightened of their opponents, and the cru-

cleft of their perfecutors into an apoftle, and to do this by

fraud, in the very inftant of his greateft fury againft them

and their Lord. But could they have been fo extrava-

gant, as to conceive fuch a thought, it was phyfically im-=

poflible for them to execute it in the manner in which we

find his converfion to have been effe£led. Could they

produce in the air alight at noonday, which was brighter



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 2%

than the fun ? Could they make Saul hear words from

out of the light, which were not heard by the reft of the

company ? Could they make him blind for three days af-

ter the vifion, and then make fcales fall from his eyes, and

reftore him to fight by a word ? Or could they make him,

and thofe who travelled with him, believe that thefe things

had happened, if they had not happened ? Moft certain-

ly no fraud was equal to all this.

Since then St. Paul was neither an impoftor, an enthu-

fiaft, nor deceived by the fraud of others, it follows that

his converfion was miraculous ; and therefore that the

chriftian religion is a divine revelation.

Lyithton on the CowverJiGn of St, Paul.
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SECTION VIIL

T/je Purity and Perfe8ion of the Moral Pre-

cepts of Chri/iianity an Argumentfor its Di*

vine Original.

>OlN account of Jenyns' Internal Evi-

dence of the Chriftian Religion has been given in the

fl^etch of his life, in Part 1. The following extradi is aa

abridgement of the third proportion contained in that

work, which is as follows, viz.

That from this book, called the New Teftament, may-

be coUefled a fyftem of ethics, in which every moral pre-

cept founded on reafon, is carried to a higher degree of

purity and perfcAion, than in any other of the antient phi-

lofophers of preceding ages.

Moral precepts founded on reafon, are fuch as enforce

the praf^ice of thofe duties that reafon informs us mud

improve our natures, and conduce to the happinefs of

mankind : fuch as piety to God, benevolence to man,

juftice, charity, temperance, and fobriety, with all thofe,

which prohibit the commiflion of the contrary vices, all

which debafe our natures, and by mutual injuries, intro-

duce univerfal diforder, and confequently univerfal mifery.

Let us now examine what are the new precepts in the

chriftian religion, peculiarly corresponding with the new

object of it, that is preparing us for the kingdom of

heaven. Of thofe, the chief are poornefs of fpirit, for-.
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givenefs of injuries, and charity to all men ; to thefc we

may add repentance, faith, felf abafement, and a detach-

ment from the world ; all moral duties pecuhar to this re-

ligion, and abfolutely neceflary to the attainment of its end.

Blefled are the poor in fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom

of beaten ; by which poornefs of fpirit is to be under-

ftood a difpofition of mind, meek, humble, fubmiflive to

power, void of ambition, patient of injuries, and free from

all refentment. This was fo new, and fo oppofite to the

ideas of all pagan morahfts, that they thought this temper

of mind a criminal and contemptuous meannefs, which

muft induce men to facrifice the glory of their country,

and their own honour to a fliameful pufillanimity ; and

fuch it appears to almoft all who are called chriftians, even

at this day, who not only rejc^ft it in pradlice, but difavow

it in principle, notwithilanding this explicit declaration of

their mafter.

Another precept, equally new and no lefs excellent, is

that forgivenefs of injuries, which our Saviour enjoins in

Matt. V. 23. This was a leffon fo new, and fo utterly

unknown, till taught by his do6lrines, and enforced by his

example, that the wiftft moralifls of the wifeft nations and

ages reprefented the defire of revenge as the mark of a

noble mind, and the accompHfliment of it, as one of the

chief felicities attendant on a fortunate man. But how

much more magnanimous, how much more beneficial to

mankind is forgivenefs ! It is more magnanimous, be-

caufe every generous and exalted difpofition of the human

mind is requifite to the pradlice of it ; for thefe alone can

enable us to bear the wrongs and infults of wickednefs and

folly with patience, and to look down on the perpetrators
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of them with pity, rather than indignation ; thefe alone

can teach us, that fuch are but a part of thofe fufferings

allotted to us in this ftate of probation, and to know, that

to overcome evil with good, is the moft glorious of all vic-

tories. It is the mofl beneficial, becaufe this amiable con-

du£l alone can put an end to an eternal fuccefTion of inju-

ries and retaliations, for every retaliation becomes a new

injury, and requires another aft of revenge for fatisfadlion.

But would we obferve this falutary precept, to love our

enemies, and to do good to thofe who defpitefully ufe us,

this obftinate -.enevolence would at laft conquer the moft

inveterate heait, and we fhould have no enemies to forgive.

A third precept, firft noticed and firft enjoined by this

inftitution, is charity to all men. What this is, we may

bell learn from the admirable defcription in i Corinthians

xiii. 4. Here we have an accurate delineation of this

bright conftellation of all virtues, which confifts not, as

many imagine, in the building of monafteries, endowment

of hofpitals, or the diftribution of alms, but in fuch an

amiable difpofition of mind, as exercifes itfelf every hour

in ads of kindnefs, patience, and complacency to all around

us ; and which alone is able to promote happinefs in the

prefent life, or render us capable of receiving it in another.

And yet this commandment is declared to be new by the -

author of it. See John xiii. 34. This benevolent dif-

pofition is made the great charafteriftic of a chriftian, the

teft of his obedience, and the mark by which he is to be

diftinguifhed. Yet was this commandment entirely new,

when given by him who fo entitles it, and has made it the

capital duty of his religion^ becaufe the moft indifpenfably

neceffary to the attainment of its great objedt, the king-
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dom of heaven j into which, if proud, turbulent, and vin-

dicftive fpirits were permitted to enter, they muil unavoid-

ably deftroy the happinefs of that ftate, by the operations

of the fame paflions and vices, by which they dillurb the

prefent, and therefore all fuch muft be eternally excluded,

rot only as a punifhment, but alfo from incapacity.

Repentance, by this we plainly fee, is another new mor-

al duty ftrenuoufly infilled on by this religion, and by no

other, becaufe abfolutely neceffary to the accomplifliment

of its end ; for this alone can purge us from thofe tranf-

greflions, from which we cannot be totally exempted in

this ftate of trial and temptation, and purify us from that

depravity in our nature, which renders us incapable of at-

taining that end. Hence, alfo, we may learn, that no

repentance can remove this incapacity, but fuch as entire-

ly changes the nature and difpofition of the offender ;

which, in the language c-f fcripture, is called " being born

again." Ivlere contrition for his paft crimes, nor evea

the pardon of them, cannot effect this, unlefs it operates

to this entire converlion or new birth, as it is properly

and emphatically named ; for forrovv can no more purify

a mind corrupted by a long continuance in vicious habits,

than it can reftore health to a body diftempered by a long

courfe of vice and intemperance. Hence, alfo, every one,

who is in the lead acquainted v/ith himfelf, may judge of

the reafonablenefs of the hope that is in him, and of his

fituation in a future ftate, by that of his prefent. If he

feels in himfelf a temper proud, turbulent, vindiftive, and

malevolent, and a violent attachment to the pleafures or

bufmefs of the world, he may be aftured, that he mule be

excluded from the kingdom of Leaven } not only becaafe

A A
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Ills condu6l can merit no fuch reward, but becaufe, if ad-

Knitted, be would find there no objedls fatisfadcry to his

paffions, indinatioiii, and purfuits, and therefore could

only diihirb the happinefs of others, without enjoying any

Iharc of it himfelf.

Faith is another moral duty, enjoined by this inflitu-

tion, of a fpecies fo new, that the philofuphers of antiqui-

ty had no word expreffive of the idea, nor any fuch idea to

be exprcfTed, as anfwers for the word ^Jes, or 7rigri^,f which

we tranilate faith, nor was it everufed by any pagan writer,

in a fenfe the leail fimilar to that to which it is applied in

the New Teftament ; where in general, it fignities an

humble, teachable, and candid difpofition, a truft in God,

and confidence in his promifes ; when applied particular-

ly to chriilianity, it means no more than a belief of this'

fingle propofition, that Chriil was the fon of God ;
that

is, in the language of thofe writings, the Mefiiah, who

was foretold by the prophets, and expelled by the Jews ;

who was fent hj God into the world to preach nghteouf-

ucfs, judgment, and everlalling life, and to die as an atone-

ment for the fins of mankind.

Self abafemcnt is another moral duty, inculcated by

.
this religion only, which requires us to impute even our

osvn virtues to the grace and favour of our Creator, and

to acknowledge that we can do nothing good by our own

powers, unlefs affilled by his overruling influence. Yet

this duty was utterly repugnant to the proud and felf fuf-

ficieut prmciples of the antient philofophers, as well as

modern deifts, and therefore, before the publication

gF the gofpel, totally unknown and uncompiehended.
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Detachment from the world is another moral virtue,

conftituted by this rehgion alone, fo new that, even at this

day, few of its profcflbrs can be perfuaded, that it is re-

quired, or that it is any virtue at all. By this detachment

from the world, is not to be underftood a feclufion from

fociety, abftrai5lion from all bufinefs, or retirement to a

gloomy cloifler. Induftry and labour, cheerfulnefs and

hofpitality, are frequently recommended. Nor is the

acquifition of wealth and honours prohibited, if they cr.n

be obtained by honed means, and a moderate degree oS

attention and care j but fuch an unremitted anxiety, and

perpetual application, as engroffes our whole time and

thoughts, are forbid, hecaufe they are incompaiible with

the fpirit of this rehgion, and mull utterly difqualify us

for the attainment of its great end. We toil en in the

vain purfuits and frivolous occupations of the world, die

in our harnefs, a-nd then expect, if no gigantic crime

flands in the way, to ftep immediately into the kingdom of

heaven ; bat this is impoiTible, for without a previous de-

tachment from the bufmefs of this world, we cannot b^

prepared for the happinefs of another ; yet this could

nnake no part of the morality of pagans, becaufe their

virtues were altogether conne(5led with their bufinef=,

and confided chiefly in conducting it with honour to

themfclvcs, and benefit to the public. But chridianity

hap a nobler objedl iu view, which, if not attended to,

mud be lod forever. This objeft is that celedial mandon,

of which we diould never lofe fight, and to which we

(hould be ever advancing, during our journey through

life ; but this by no means precludes us from performing

the bufinefs, or enjoying the amufements of travellers,
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provided they detain us not too long, or lead us too tar

out of our way.

jfenyns^ Internal Evidence.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

TtlE excellence of the doftrine contained in the fcripi

tures, is an argument which has great force, independent-

ly of other confiderations. Thus let us fuppofe, that the

author of the gofpel, which goes under St. Matthew's

name, was not known ; and that it was unfupported by

the writers of the primitive times ; yet fuch is the unaf-

fefted fimplicity of the narration, the purity of the doctrine,

and the fmcere piety and goodnefs of the fentiments, that

it carries its own authority with it. And the fame thing

may be faid, in general, of all the books of the Old and

New Teftament ; fo that it feems evident to mc, that if

there was no other book in the world befides the Bible^

a man could not reaionably doubt of the truth of reveal-

ed religion. The mouth fpeaks from the abundance of

the heart. Men's writings and difcourfes mud receive a

tinflure from their real thoughts, defires, and defigns. It

is impoflible to play the hypocrite in every word and ex-

prejRion. This is a matter of common, daily obfervation,

that cannot be called in queftion \ and the more any one

thinks upon it, or attends to what pafles in himfclf or oth-

ers, to the hiflory of the human thoughts, words, and ac-

tions, and their necefTary, mutual conne6^ions, i. e. to the

hiflory of afTociation, the more clearly will he fee it.

iVf may ccin'^'-ide therefore, even if all other argument?
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were fet afide, that the authors of the books of the Old

and New Tellatnent, cannot have made a falfe claim to

divine authority.

But there is alfo another method of inferring the divine

authority of the fcriptures, from the excellence of the

do6lrine contained therein ; for the fcriptures contain

doftrines concerning God, providence, a future (late, the

duty of man, &c. far more pure and fublime than can any

ways be accounted for from the natural powers of men, fo

circumftanced as the facred writers were. That the read-

er may fee this in a clearer light, let him compare the fev-

eral books of the Old and New Teftament, with the con-

temporary writers among the Greeks and Romans, who

could not have lefs than the natural powers of the human

mind, but might have, over and above, feme traditional

hints, derived ultimately from revelation. Let him con-

fider whether it be poflible to fuppofe, that Tewifh fliep-

herds, fifhermen, &c. fhould both before, and after the

rife of the heathen philofophy, fo far exceed the men of

the greateft abihties and accomplifhments in other nations,

by any other means than divine communications. Nay,

we may fay, that no writers, from the invention of letters

to the prefent times, are equal to the penmen of the books

of the Old and New Teftament, in true excellence, utility,

and dignity, which is furely fuch an internal criterion of

their divine authority, as ought not to be refifted ; and

perhaps it never is refifted by any, who have duly confid-

ered thefe books, and formed their affeftions and adions

according to the precepts therein delivered.

Hartley on the Truth of the Chrlftlan Religion,

A A a
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SECTION IX

Proof of the Truth of Chrifiianityfrom its manl-

feft Superiority to the highefl Produdiom of

Human Wifdotn.

ChRISTL\N1TY, fays a late pious

author, is not fatlsfied with producing merely the fpecious

guife of virtue. She requires the fubftantial reality, which

may (land the fcrutinizing eye of that Being, " who

fearches the heart." Meaning therefore that the chriflian

fiiould live and breathe in an atmofphere, as it were, of

benevolence ; fhe forbids whatever may tend to obftru6:its

diffufion, or vitiate its purity. It is on this principle, thsit

emulation is forbidden ; for befides that this paflion almoft

always degenerates into envy, and that it derives its origin

thleiiy from pride, and a defire of felf exaltation. How
can we eafily lave our neighbour as ourf^lves, if we confider

him at the fame time as our rival, and are intent upon fur-

palling him in the purfuit of whatever is the fubjefl of

competition ?

Chrifiianity aga-in teaches us not to fct our hearts oa

worldly poffeflions and earthly honours j and thereby pro-

vides for our really loving, or even cordially forgiving

thofe, who have been more fuccefsful than ourfelves in the

attainment of them, or who have even dcfignedly thwarted

us in the purfuit. *' Let the rich," fays the apoftle, " re-

joice in that he is brought low." How can he, who
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nieans to attempt in any degree to obey this precept, be

irreconcileable towards any who may have been inftrumen-

tal in his deprelTion ?

Chriftianity alfo teaches us not to prize human eftima-

tion at a very high rate ; and thereby provides for the

praflice of her injunflion, to love from tlie heart thofe,

who juftly, or unjuftly, may have attacked our reputation,

or injured our cl\ara£ler. She commands not the Ihovv,

but the i-eahty of meeknefs and gentlenefs ; and by thus

taking away the ahment of anger, and thefomenter ofdif-

cord, ihc provides for the maintenance of peace, and the

reftoration of good temper among men, when it may have

fuftalned a temporary interruption.

It is another capital excellence of chriftianity, that flie

values moral attainments at a far higher rate than intellec-

tual acquifitions, and propofes to condu6l her followers to

the heights of virtue, rather than of knowledge. On the

contrary, moft of the falfe religious fyilems, which have

prevailed in the world, have propofed to reward the labour

of their votary, by drawing afide the veil which concealed

fi'om the vulgar eye their hidden myfteries, and by intro-

ducing him to the knowledge of their deeper and hidden

myfteries.

This is eminently the cafe in the Hindoo, and in the

Mahometan religion, in that of China, and, for the moft

part, in the various modifications of antient paganifm.

On fyftcms which proceed on this principle, it is obvious

that the bulk of mankind can never make any great pro-

ficiency. There was accordingly among the nations of an-

tiquity, one fyftem, vrhatcver it was, for the learned, and

another for the illiterate. Many of the philofophers fpoke
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out, and profelTed to keep the lower orders in ignorance^

for the general good ; plainly fuggefting that the bulk of

mankind was to be confidered as almoll of an inferiour

fpecies. Ariftotie himfelf countenanced this opinion.

An oppofite mode of proceeding naturally belongs to

chriftianity, which without diilinftion, profelTes an equal

regard for all human beings, and which was charafterized

by its firfl promulgator, as the melTenger of " glad tidings

to the poor/*

Wilherforce*i PraEl'ical View,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

CHARITY, or tendernefs for the poor, which is now

juftly confidered, by a great part of mankind, as infepara-

ble from piety, and in which almoft all the goodnefs of

the prefent age confifts, is known only to thofe who en-

joy, either immediately, or by tranfmiffion, the light of

revelation.

Thofe antient nations who have given us the v^^ifeft

models of government, and the brighteft examples of pat-

riotifm, whofe inftitutions have been tranfmitted by all

fuececding legiilations, and whofe hiftory is ftudicd by

every candidate for particular military reputation, have

yet left behind them no mention of alms houfes or hof-

pitals, of places where age might repofe, or ficknefs be

relieved.

The Roman emperours, indeed, gave large donations

to the citizens and foldiers, but thefe diftributions were

always reckgned rather popular than virtuous j hothing
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more was intended, than an oflentation of liberality, nor

was any rccompence expefted, but fufFrages and acclama-

tions.

Their beneficence was merely occafional ; he that ceafed

to need the favour of the people, ceafed likewife to court

it J and therefore no man thought it either neceffary, or

wife, to make any (landing provifion for the needy, to look

forward to the wants of pofterity, or to fecure fuccefTions

of charity, by fuccelTions of diftrefs.

Companion is, by fomc reafoners, on whom the name

of philofophers has been too eafily conferred, refolved into

an affedion merely felfiHi, an involuntary perception of

pain, at the involuntary fight of a being like ourfelves,

langinihing in mifery. But this fenfation, if ever it be

felt at all from the brute inftinft of uninllrufted nature,

will only produce effedls defultory and tranfient ; it will

never fettle into a principle of adion, or extend relief to

calamities unfeen, in generations not yet in being.

The devotion of life, or fortune, to the fuccour of the

poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity has never

rifcn by its own power. The charity of the Mahometans

is a precept, which their teacher evidently tranfplanted,

from the do6lrines of chriftianity ; and the care with which

fome of the oriental fefts attend, as it is faid, to the ne-

cefllties of the difeafed and indigent, may be added to the

other arguments, which prove Zoroafter to have borrow-

ed his inllitutions from the law of Mofes.

Johnfon^s P,amhler*
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rUE SUBJECT CONTINUED,

Dodrine of theJirfl Difclples of the Founder of

Chrijiianity ; Parallel between thefe Difci-

pies and the Sages of Paganifm,

HAVING thus far attended to the voice of divine

wifdom,* if I Hflen to thefe extraordinary men, whom (he

infpired, I fhall ftill believe I hear her voice, for it is ftili

divine nvifdom that fpeaks. I fliall not therefore inquire,

whence thefe plain, artlefs fifhermen have been able to dic-

tate to mankind a fyftem of morals fo far fuperiour to

what reafon had till then conceived, a fyftem, in which

all the duties of man are comprifed ; which refers them

all to their true fource ; which forms into one family all

the different focieties difperfed over the earth j which

binds clofely together all the members of that family ;

which conne6ls it with the great family of ccleftial intel-

ligences ; and which proclaims Hhn the father of thofe

families, whofe goodnefs extends from the fparrow to the

cherubim. I (hall readily acknowledge, that fo fublime

a philofophy did not take its rife in the turbid waters of

the Jordan j and that fo bright a light did not break out

from the thick darknefs of the fynagogue.

1 fliall be confirmed ftill more in this opinion, If I have

fufficient patience, or courage, to perufe the writings of

the moft famous teachersf of that lofty and fanatical fo-

* The author, in the two preceding chapters in his work, expa-

tiates on the do6i:rIne of tlie great Founder of chriftlanity.

t The rabbins and talmudifts, the antient dodors of the Jewifh

nation.



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 295

ciety ; and if I compare their writings with thofe of the

men, whom they perfecuted with fuch fury, becaufe their

virtues irritated and offended them. What a monftrous

farrago of dreams and vifions ! what abfurdities heaped

«pon abfurdities ! what Hcenfe of interpretation ! what a

total forgetfulnefs of rcafon ! what infuhs to common

ferfe !

I afterwards direft my views towards the fages of pa-

;^anifm. I open the immortal works of Plato, Xenophon,

.-;;id Cicero, and I obferve with joy thefe tirft glimmerings

©f the hght of reafon. But how weak, unfteady, and

confufsd they appear ! what clouds oveiihadow them.

Day has not yet begun. The day liar from on high has

not yet appeared. But thefe fages hope for and expeA

its rifing.*

The more I (lady thefe fages of paganifm, the clearer

does it appear to me, that they have not attained to that

perfeflion of dodlrine, which 1 difcover in the writings of

the fifliermen and the tent maker. In the fages of pa-

ganifm, the whole is not homogeneous, nor of the fame

value ; they fometimes fay admirable things, and feem al-

mod to be infpired ; but thefe things do not go fo near

my heart, as thofe which I read in the works of thefe

* See the fccond Alclblades of Plato, where he makes Socrates

fpeak thus. We mud wait for the coming of fomc perfonage, who

will teach us our duty towards God and manki.'^d. Who will that

be, replied Alcibiades, that will iiiftrudl as ? It will be hs who taketh

care of you^ anfwers Socrates.

And in Phedon.—To ccme to the knowledge of thefe things ia

this life is impoflible, or at leafl; extremely difficult, unlefs we can ar-

rive at this knowledge by more certain means, fuch as a divine reve-

lation.
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men, whom human philofophy had not enlightened. In

thefe I find a pathos, a gravity, a force of fentiment and

thought •, I had almoft faid, a ftrength of nerves and of

mufcles, which I do not meet with in the others. The

firft penetrate the very recefft^s of my foul ; the latter af-

fe&. only my underftanding. Then how greatly do the

former exceed the others in the powers of perfuafion ! The

reafon is, becaufe they have themfelves received fuller con-

'/iftion

—

They haJfeen, heard, and touched.

I meet with many other characleriftics, which create an

immenfe difference between the difciples of the Mefliah

and thofe of Socrates,* and ftill more thofe of Zeno.f

I flop to CO ifider thefe difcriminating circumftances ; and

thofe which ftrike me moft in the former, are, that entire

inattention to felf, which leaves no other fentiment to the

foul, than that of the importance and grandeur of its ob-

ject, and to the heart, no other defire, than that of faith-

fully fulfilling its duty, and doing good to mankind ; that

patience, the refult of refle6iion, which enables us to fup-

port the trials of this life, not only becaufe it is great and

philofophical to do fo, but becaufe they are the difpenfa-

tioRS of a wife Providence, in whofe eyes refignation is

the moft acceptable homage ; that elevation of thought,

that dignified courage, which renders the foul fuperiour

to all events, becaufe they render her fuperiour to herfelfj

that conflant adherence to what is good and true, which

nothing can flagger^ becaufe that truth and good are not

* The wifeft of the Grecian philofophers, who Uvcd about four

eenturies before Chrift.

f Another Grecian philofopber, who elkbliflied the fc<3: of the

ftoics.
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the refult of opinion, but reft on the demonftration of the
fpirit and of power, that juft eftimate of things.

But how infinitely are fuch men above my feeble praife !

They have drawn their own eharaders in their writings
;

it is there they muft be confidered ; and how is it poflible

to draw any parallel between the difciples of divine wif-

dom and thofe of human philofophy.

Bonnet's Inquiries concerning Chriftianify,

Bb
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SECTION X.

The Suitablenefs of Chrijlianity to the Wants of

Human Nature evinces its Divine Original.

i- HE great and excellent Sir Matthew

Hale obferves, that, becaufe the chriftian religion was in-

tended and inftituted for the good of mankind, whether

poor or rich, learned or unlearned, fimple or prudent, wife

or weak, it was fitted with fuch plain, eafy, and evident

diredions, both for things to be known and things to be

done, in order to the attainment of the end, for which it

was dcfigncd, that might be underftood by any capacity,

that had the ordinary and common ufe of reafon or human

underdandiag, and by the common afiidance of divine

grace, might be pracftifed by them.

Certainly it was neceffary and becoming the wifdom of

the mofl; wife God, that religion and dodlrine, which equal-

ly concerned men of all kinds and capacities, fhould be fo

accommodated a3 to be ufeful to all. If the do6lrine or

precepts of the chriftian religion fliould have been dehver-

cd in over fublimc or feraphical expreffions, in high rhe-

torical raptures, in intricate or fubtle phrafes or ftyle, or

if it fiiould have been furcharged with a multitude of par-

ticulars, it would have beealike a fealed book to the far

n-reater part of mankind^ who yet were equally concerned

in thebufinefs and end of religion, with the grcatefl phi-

kfophcrsend clerks in the world.

Hate's Corde wphi'wns.
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rUE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

IT is the beauty of the chriilian religion, that it is not

held out exclufively to a few felcft fpirits ; that it is not

an objecl of fpeculation, nor an exercifc of ingenuity, but

a rule of Hfe, fuited to every condition, capacity, and tem-

per. It is the glory of the chriilian religion to be, wh:i-t

it was the glory of ever)"" pagan inftitution not to be, tlie

rehgion of the people ; and that which conftitutcs its char-

avSleriftlc value, h its fultablenefs to the geniu^!, condition,

and neceiTities of all mankind.

For with whatever obfcurities it has pleafed God tai

fhadow feme parts of his written word, yet he has gra-

ciouPiy ordered, that whatever is necelTary (hould be per-

fpicuous alfo ; and though " clouds and darkaefs are the

habitations of his throne," yet they are not the medium

through which he has left us to difcovcr our duty. 1

1

this, as in all other points, it has a decided fuperiority

ever all the antient fyftems of philofopby, v/hich were al-

ways in many refpeds impracticable and extravagant, be-

oaufe not framed from obfervations drawn from a perfect

knowledge '* of what was in men." Whereas the whole

fcheme of the gofpel is accommodated to real human na-

ture ; laying open its mortal difeafe
; prefenting its only

remedy ; exhibiting rules of condu61:, often difficalt in-

deed, but never impoffible ; and where the rule was fo

higli that the praAicabiHty feemed defperate, holding out a

living pattern, to elucidate the doftrine, and to illuftrate.

the precept ; offering every where the cleared notions of

what we have to hope, and what we have to fear ; the

ftrongeil injunftions of what we are to bcHeve ; and the

mofl-. explieit-. dircif^ions of what we are to irj.
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In fhort, whoever examines the wants of his own heart,

and the appropriated affiftance which the gofpel furnifhes,

will, find them to be two tallies, which exadly correfpond

—an internal evidence, ftronger perhaps than any other,

of the truth of revelation.

This is the religion with which the ingenuous hearts of

youth fhould be warmed, and by which their fpirits, while

pliant, fliould be directed. This will afford a " lamp to

their paths,'* ftronger, Readier, brighter than the feeble

and uncertain glimmer of a cold and comfortlefs phi*

lofophy.

Religion of the Fajhionahle Woi'ld.^

* This valuable little work was written by Mifs Hannah More,

who has been long celebrated in the literary world for her ingenious

publications. She is a native of Briftol in England. From her ear-

lieft years, her time has been devoted to the improvement of her

mind ; and Ihe has, with much induftry, attained the Latin, French,

Italian, and Spanifh languages, fo as to converfe and write poetry

in each with facility. To which (he added great knowledge in the

Belles Lettres, Natural Philofophy, Mathematics, Hiftory, Mcta-

phylics, and Divinity ; and nearly an univerfal acquaintance with

authors on all thefe fubjedls.

Refpeding her charaAer, fhe is not only ftrlcftly moral, but truly

pious ; and in the caufe of religion and fociety, her labours are origin-

al and indefatigable. The induftrious poor are at once enlightened

by her inftrudions, and relieved by her bounty. She was one of the

firft concerned in the eftablifhment of the Cheap Repofitory, and has

been particularly aflifting in that work, by her excellent produdions.

Her fchool, which fhe fhares with her fifters, is of the higheil rep-

utation, and many families of rank received their education there.

She is honoured with the friendlhip of many of the nobility, and ai-

moil every literary cbarader in the kingdom, It is faidj flie difcov-
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rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THERE are many people, who afFe£l to fet up moral-

ity again ft religion ; and who, after having enlarged their

o;vn ideas of virtue, by the fublime precepts that are con-

tained in the New Teftaraent, alTert, that the pale planet,

which they have decked in borrowed fplendour, would

emit fufficient light to anfwer all our wants, even if the ra-

diant fun of revelation was extinguiihed. The fituation

of the pagan world at the coming of Chnlt, proves how

few difcoveries human nature was able to make in wha'

was mofl likely to promote the general welfare of fociety.

Our Lord appeared in the Auguilan age, which concen-

trated all the learning of preceding times, and when phi-

lofophy had tried its utmoil to reform erroneous princi-

ples, and to introduce jud ideas of moral obligation.

Many of the horrid enormities, which were then fanftioned,

not only by general praclice, but by pubhc inrtitu-lions,

are better buried in oblivion. I will only mention two'

crimes, which moft of the Romans eftcemed meritorious,

and marks of a noble charader, felt murder, and the third

of vengeance. Should it be afl^ed, whether the pure and

holy rehgion, which exprcfoly forbids thefe fatal "caufes of

diftrefsand difcord, has fucceeded in eradicating them out of

chriilian countries ? I anfwer, that it is ever to be lament-

ed, that our theory and our condu£l fo little correfpond 5

but if the melt awful motives that can be offered to our

ws far more wit and genius in her converfation, than in her writlngs..

The compiler has partly taken this ffrief account of Mifs Mere from

% letter, written by an Engliih gentleinan tohis friend, dated Februa-

ry 3d, 1789,

B B 2
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confideration, will not prevent proud, rebellious man from

lifting up his hand againft his own life, or that of his fel-

low creature, in a private quarrel, will a fenfe of proprie-

ty, with regard to public good, check the felf murderer

or the dueUll, when his bofom boils with the frenzy of

rage, madnefs, or defpair ? Public opinion unhappily urg^

es him to the dreadful a6t ; for it induces the thoughtlefs

many to point with derifion at the ruined gamefter, at

the broken fpeculator, and at the coward. If the thought

of rufliing uncalled into the prefencc of an awful judge,

recent from an a6l of atrocious rebeUion, will not appal

the criminal, who meditates on fuch awful expedients,

what has morality to hope from her fyftem of heauty aad

propriety ^ Can fhe convince the man, whom want makes

defperate, that poverty is noble ? Can fhe teach indignant

pride, or fullen hatred, that the approbation of our own

hearts is a fure defence againft undeferved contumely ?

She has no motives to urge attention, no rewards to ftimu-

jate an exertion fo laborious as that of fubduing ourfelves.

Her language is, " Exill in want, rather than brave an-

siihilation ; be difgraced and miferable, rather than be

inothing. It is moft probable that the prefent fcene is

your all. The world will fhun you, there is no recom-

pence for patience ; weaknefs is thought to be defpica-

ble ; but I can prove that patience and meeknefs are vir-

tues J
therefore pradife them. In the folitary corner,

in which you hide your forrows, you will have the fatis-

faftion of thinking that you do right during the few re-

maining years of your exiftence. Perhaps your reputa-

tion may be traduced after you are dead ; perhaps the

tr\i€ reafons of your conduit may then be afcertained, and
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pofterity may juftify and admire you ; but if you fink in-

to nothing, this praife or ccnfiire will be alike indifferent."

Such are the only dilfuafives that morality can urge, to

turn the fuicide from his dreadful purpofe. For, if fhc

affirms the certainty of another life, or urges the rewards

which fuffering innocence may there hope to enjoy, fhc

fteals the arguments of that celeftial advocate, whofe of&ce

he arrogantly claims. It is the peculiar occupation of re-»

ligion to fuccour and confole the unfortunate. In the

moft calamitous, affliding fituation, the chriftian will not

dare to offend an omnifcient, all powerful God, who can

either punifh or reward him throughout eternity ; who

can infinitely overbalance the temporary chaflifements

which it is good for him to endure, or purfue his rebel-

lious contumacy through every period of an eternal exift-

cncc. How muft the mind of the true believer be foothed,

while fuffering under the pangs of oppreffion and calumnyj)

by confidering that God will avenge his caufe, and that

his innocence fhall one day be proclaimed before men and

angels.

Weffs Letters to a Toung Man en his

Firjl Entrance into Life*

* Mrs. Weft, from whom the above extradl is taken, has diflin-

guifhed herfelf in the literary world, and enliftcd her talents undei

the banners of morality and religion.
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SECTION XL

The Sublime "Nature of the Future Rewards

y

which are promifed to Chrijlians^ evinces the

Divine Original of Revealed Religion,

XliVERY religion promlfes to virtue

eternal rewards in another life ; but the chriftian religion

is the only one, which has promifed to man an happinefs

v/orthy of an immortal and fufceptible foul. The form

of man's body, of that mortal fpoil, which he mull one

day quit, is certainly not that which diftinguifhes him from

animals ; therefore it is evidently a falfe religion, which

only promifes him for recompence, after this life, the

pleafures of the fenfes. Accordiag to this fingle reflec-

tion, I difcover eafiiy in Mahomet an impollor, who is

equally ignorant of the dignity of man, and of the happi-

nefs which is proper for him. Other impoftors have

promifed, to grofs and ferocious people, that they fhould

enjoy after death the cruel pleafure of exercifmg upon

their enemies an eternal vengeance. In the elylian fields of

the pagans, the happy (hades, forever deprived of paflions

and defires, walked in groves perpetually verdant, and

amufed themfelvea in peace. This is the monotonous

defcription of foft leifure and repofe, and not of felicity.

It is upon earth th::t man ought to feck for repofe, in-

ftead of happinefs, which he cannot find there ; it is upon

oanh that man ought to moderate his defires, bec^ufe
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nothing can fatisfy them ; finally, it is there that reafon

prefcribes to him, not to love to cxcefs any created objef^,

fmce every paffionate attachment, even the moft legitimate,

is for him an inexhauftible fource of mental inquietude

and devouring pain. Neverthelefs, it is not in vain that

the Creator has given him that adive fenfibility, v;hich

he is inceflantly obliged to fupprefs. The moments of

lively and tranfient happinefs, which it procures, give him

at leaft an idea of real felicity. He perceives that the

power alone of lovmg can produce it ; but will it be by a

paffionate attachment to frail and irsperfefl creatures like

himfelf ; and with the frightful certainty of being fooner

or later feparated from them by death ? Certainly no.

To love with ardour, with tranfport, and yet without in-

quietude and jealoufy ; to find in the objeft of one's love

the only model of perfe6lion, to fee it at the height of

glory, and abfolutely fovereign of all that exilis ; this is

the ravifhing and fubhme idea of fuprcme felicity ; and

fuch is the eternal futurity, which religion promifes to

virtue. O you, who alone deferve to be confulted upon

the nature of happinefs made for man ; you who alone have

a right to conceive and to define it j lufceptible fouls, do

not thefe divine promifes fulfil all the wiflies you can form ?

Could it be poffible that you fhould not be attradled by a

religion, which gives you fuch hopes ? For my part, I

find in the defcription of eternal happinefs, all that can

charm the mind, exalt the imagination, and affeft the

heart. Alas, if God deigns to pardon me, my weak-

neffes and faults, the inftant my foul fhall be difengaged

from its terreftrial bondage, 1 fhall be ftruck with the pier-

cing and unclouded light of truth ! That inftind peculiar
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to man, that defire of inftru6lIon, which weak, human

knowledge irritates without fatisfying, that eager cuHofi-

ty will be fully gratified ; I fhall know all, comprehend

all ; there will be no more enigmas, obfcurities, or myfte-

ries for me ; my exiilence being thus become immortal,

my genius will extend itfeif, and embrace infinity. Pure

and divine pleafures, if 1 cannot yet enjoy you, 1 can at

leaft conceive what your nature is ; you are only the pleaf-

ures of the mind. But how fhall 1 comprehend, how

fhall I reprefent, in its fulleft extent, this inexpreflible hap-

pinefs which the immortal foul will enjoy ? the foul purifi-

ed and dlfengaged from its vicious inclinations, and fel£

created paffions ; that foul whofe energy will be propor-

tioned to its boundlefs duration ! I Hiall fee the Creator

of heaven and the univerfe, the fource and model of true

perfeflion ; 1 fl-iall be capable of being infpired with all

the affedion, gratitude, and admiration, that arc due to

him ; 1 fhall be encompalfed by his fupreme glory ; I

fliall love with an ardour, of which it is impolTible we can

have a jud idea, bccaufe wc have loved weak, changeable,

imperfe^l and perilhable beings only ; my love of God
will be like himfelf, immutable, eternal, and infinite ; and

this love will be the foundation of my glory, as well as

my happinefs ! Fear and conflids will be no more ; I

fhall love fecurely, palTionately, and forever ! The religion,

which promifes fuch recompences, is certainly the true re-

ligion ! Reafon will be fatisfied with this one proof. All

other religions have promifcd pleafures only, independent

of the foul, or repofe ; he who formed the heart of nKin^

could alone difcover to him the fource and image of true

felicity. When he inform,3 me of my defliny, 1 know the
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voice of my Creator ; he promifes me the only good,

which can fully fatisfy the defire of my foul.*

Genits* Thoughts on Religion,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Mr. ADDISON rcmaks, that, it is an agreeable enter-

tainment, to refle6l on the various fhapes under which

the dodlrine of the immortality of the foul has appeared

in the world. The Pythagorean tranfmigration, the fen-

fual habitation of the Mahometan, and the fliady realms

of Plato, do all agree in the main points, the continuation

of our exiftence, and the diflribution of rewards and pun-

ifliments, proportioned to the merits or demerits of men

in this life.

But in all thefe fchcmes there is fomething grofs an^

improbable. Whereas nothing can be more rational and

* The above is extraded from a work, entitled, " Religion confid-

ered as the only bafis of Happincfs and true Philofophy, in which the

principl-is of modern pretended philofophers are laid open and refuted.'*

This valuable publication was written by tha Marchionefs de Sillery,

formerly Countefs de Genlis, a French lady, who has favoured the

world with many ingenious produdlions. She was feledled in early

life by the late Duke of Orleans, as preceptrefs to his two fons ; and

how well file was qualified for that office, may be feea in her nume-

rous works on education and morals. Her " Theatre of Education"

is at once captivating and inftrudive, and in lefs than a year from it«

firll publication wa.s tranflatcd into fir different languages. Having

loft her hulband under the fanguinary tyranny of Robefpierre, Ihr

fought aa aiTyluni from revolutionary horrours in the duchy of Hoi-
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fublime, than the chriftian idea of a future ftate. Eye

hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into

the heart of man to conceive, the things which God hath

prepared for thofe that love him. The above mentioned

fchemes are narrow tranfcripts of our prefent ftate ; but

in this indefinite defcription, there is fomething indefinite-

ly great and noble. The mind of man muft be raifed to

a higher pitch, not only to partake the enjoyments of

the chriftian paradife, but even to be able to frame any

notion of them.
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SECTION XII.

The Necefftty of Religion to Support and Confole

us under the many Evils of Life^ and at the

Hour of Deaths a Proof of its Excellence and

Divine OriginaL

Multitudes who have wafted

their time in folly and diflipation, under a total rejeftioii

of chriftianity, have, in feafons of adverfity, confeiTed their

need of religious confolation ; and multitudes, whom in-

fidel principles have led into vicious courfes, have, at the

awful moment of death, refle61ed with deep concern on

their paft lives, and have been ready to exclaim with Ba-

laam, let us die the death of the righteous ^ and let our laji end

be like his.

The celebrated Mr. Addifon thus exprefies his fenti-

mcnts, refpcding the confolation which is derived from

religion.

The profpeft of a future ftate, fays he, is the fecret

comfort and refrelhment of my foul. It is that which

makes nature look cheerful about me ; it doubles all my

pkafures, and fupports me under all my afflidions. I can

look at difappointments and misfortunes, pain and ficknefs,

death itfelf, arid what is worfe than death, the lofs of

thofe who are deareft to me, with indijBFerence, fo long as

1 keep in view the pleafures of eternity, and the ftate of

being, in which there will be no fears nor apprehenfions,

C c
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pains nor forrows, fickncfs nor feparation. Why will any

man be fo impertinently officious, as to tell me all this is

fancy and delufion ? Is there any merit in being the mef-

feng^r of ill news ? If it is a dream, let me enjoy it, fincc

it makes me both the happier and the wifer man.

The great received articles of the chriftian religion have

l.een fo clearly proved, from the authority of that divine

revelation in which they are delivered, that it is impoffible

for thofe, who have ears to hear, and eyes to fee, not to

be convinced of them ; but were it poffible for any thing

in the chriftian faith to be erroneous, I can find no ill con-

fequences in adhering to it. The infidel himfelf muft al-

low, that no other fyftem of religion could fo effedually

contribute to the heightening of morality.

Evidences of the Chrijlian Rel'ig'ton,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THE necefiity of religious confclations to fupport us

tinder the lofs of near and dear friends is thus feelingly

defcribed by the great Dr. Johnfon.

The lofs of a friend, upon whom the heart was fixed,

to whom every wifh and endeavour tended, is a ftate of

dreary defolation, in which the mind looks abroad impa-

tient of itfelf, and finds nothing but cmptinefs and horrour.

Thefe are the calamities, by which Providence gradually

difengages us from the love of life. Other evils, fortitude

may repel, or hope may mitigate ; but irreparable priva-

tioi.' leaves nothing to exercife rtfolution, or flatter expcc-
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tation. The dead cannot return, and nothing is left us

here but languifhment and grief.

Yet fuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever lives

long mufl: outlive thofe whom he loves and honours.

Such is the condition of our prefent exiftence, that life

muft one day lofe its affociations, and every inhabitant of

the earth muft walk downv>^ard to the grave alone and un-

regarded, without any partner of his joy or grief, without

any intercfted witnefs of his misfortunes or fuccefs.

We know little of the ftate of departed fouls, becaufe

fuch knowledge is not neceffary to a good hte. Reafoa

deferts us at the brink of the grave, and can give no far-

ther intelligence. Revelation is not wholly filent. There

is joy In the angels of Heaven over onefinncr that repentelh ;

and furely this joy is not incomaivinicab'e to fouls difen-

tangled from the body, and made Hke angels.

Let hope therefore dictate what revelation does not

confute, that the union of fou!s may ftill remain ; and that

we who are ftruggling with fm, forrovv, and infirmities,

may have our pa-t in the attention and kindnefs of thofe

who have finiiliei their courfe, and are now receiving

their reward.

Thefe are the great occafions, which force the mind

to take refuge in religion ; when vv^e have no help in our-

fclve^, what can rem.ain, but that we look up to a higher

and a greater Power ? And to what hope may we not

raife our eyes and hearts, when we confider that the

great eft power is the be ft ?

Surely the- e is no man, who, thus aftlicled, does not

feek fuccour in the gofpel, which has brought life and

immortality to light. The precepts of Epicurus, who
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teaches us to endure what the laws of the univerfe make

iiecefTary, may iilence, but not content us. The dilates

of Zeno, who commands us to look with indifference on

external things, may difpofe us to conceal our forrow, but

uannot affuage it. Real alleviation of the lofs of friends,

and rational tranquillity in the profpcd^ of our own diffolu-

tion, can be received only from the promifes of him in whofc

hands are life and death, and from the affurance of anoth-

er and better (late, in v/hich all tears will be wiped from

the eyes, and the whole foul fliall be filled with joy.

Philofophy may infufe ftubbornnefs, but religion alone

can give patience.

Johnfon's Rambler,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED,

THE celebrated Baron Haller, \a his Letters to his

Daughter, gives feeiing reprefentations of the mifery of

human life, and of the fitnefs of the chriilian religion, to

remedy that mifery. He obferves, that the enemies of

revelation h^ve fometimes made a confefHon well worthy

our attention. They acknowledge, that a chrlllian,

whofe faith notwithftanding in their opinion is chimerical,

ceafes not to be happy, even at the time when his body-

is almofl deprived of its vivifying powers, and is haften-

i4ig to a Rate of corruption ; at that moment, in which

the foul feems deprived of every fuppoit. They confcfs^

that his hopes, however ill founded they efteem them,

never forfake him, but embolden and encourage him to

the laft. His faith, fay they, infpires him with ref^^Iu-
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Hon. Armed with this, he dares look death in the face ;

becaufe, after this period of exiftence is hailhed, he ex«

tends his vievv to an eternity of happinefs.

Haller^s Letters to his Daughter,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Dr. BEATTIE, in the eloquent conclufion of hi3

" Effay on the Immutability of Truth," fpeaking of fccp-

tics and deifts, very juftly obferves, Carcffed by thofe

who call themfelves the great, engroflcd by the formali-

ties and fopperies of life, intoxicated with vanity, pam-

pered with adulation, diffipated in the tumult of bufinefs,

or amidft the vicifTitudes of folly, they perhaps have little

need and little relifn for the confolations of religion. But

let them know, that in the folitary fcenes of hfe, there

is many an honeil and tender heart pining v/ith incurable-

anguifh, pierced with the fharpeil fting of difappointment,

bereft of friends, chilled with poverty, racked with'dif-

eafe, fcourged with the oppreffor, whom nothing but truft

in Providence, and the hope of a future retribution could

preferve from the agonies of defpair. And do they with

facrilegious hands attempt to violate the laft refuge of the

miferable, and to rob them of the only comfort that has

furvived the ravages of misfortunes, malice, and tyranny !

Did it never happen, that the influence of your tenets dif-

turbed the tranquillity of virtuous retirement, deepened

the gloom of human diftrefs, or aggravated the horrours

of the grave ? Ye traitors to human kind, ye murderers

©£the human foul; how can ye anfwer for it to your own

C C 3^
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hearts ? Surely every fpark of your generofity is estiiia

guifhed forever, if this confideration do not awaken in yott

the keeneft remorfe.

Beattle en the ImmutahtlUy of Truth*

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THERE are many, fays Dr. Gregory, who have paff-

cd the age of youth and beauty, who have refigned the

pleafures of that fmiling feafon, who begin to decline in»

to the vale of years, impaired in their. heaUh, depreffed in

their fortunes, Ilript of their friends, their children, and

perhaps ftill more tender and endearing connexions.

What refource can the world afford them ? It prefents a

dark and dreary wafte, through which there does not if-

fue a fingle ray of comfort. Every delufive profpeft of

ambition is now at an end ; long experience of mankind,

an experience very different from what the open and gen-

erous heart of youth had fondly dreampt of, has rendered

the heart almoft inacceflible to friendfhip. The principal

fources of ad^ivity are taken away, when thofe for whom
we labour are cut off from us, when thofe who animated,

and thofe who fweetened all the toils of life, are gone to

the filent grave. Where then can the foul find refuge

but in the bofom of religion ? There fhe is admitted to

thofe profpe<5ls of providence and futurity, which alone

can warm and fill the heart. I fpeak here of fuch as re-

tain the feelings of humanity, whom misfortunes have

foftened, and perhaps rendered more delicately fenliblc
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not of fuch as poffefs that ftupid infenfibility, which fome

arc pleafed to dignify with the name of philofophy.

It fhoiild therefore be expetted that thofe philofophers,

who never felt the want of religious confolations, would

yet have the humanity to confider the very different fitu-

ation of the reft of mankind ; and not endeavour to de-

prive them of what habit, at leaft, if they will not allovr

it to be nature, has made neccffary to their morals, and to

their happinefs. It might be cxpeded that humanity

would prevent them from breaking into the laft retreat

of the unfortunate, who can no longer be objed^s of their

envy or refentment, and tearing from them t,heir only re-

maining comfort. The attempt to ridicule religion may
be agreeable to fome, by relieving them from a reftraint

on their pleafure ; and may render others very miferable,

by making them doubt thefe truths, in which they wer5

moft deeply interefted, but it can convey real good and

happinefs to no one individual.

Comparative Fitf^*



^zo EXCELLENCE OF THE

SECTION XIIL

The Manner in zuhich the Books of the Old and

New Tejiament have been handed downfrom

Age to Age^proves both their Genuinenefs^ and

the Truth of the principal Fa^s contained in

them.*

Jl ORifr^i it refembles the manner in

which all other genuine books, and true hiftories have

been conveyed dov^rn to pofterity. As the v^rritings of the

Greek and Roman poets, orators, pliilofophers, and hif-

torians, were efteemed by thefe nations to be tranfmitted

to them, by their forefathers, in a continued fucceffion,

from the times when the refpe6^ive authors Hved, fo have

the books of the Old Teftament, by the Jewifh nation,

and thofe of the New, by the chriftians ; and it is an ad-

ditional evidence, in the laft cafe, that the primitive chrif-

tians were not a diftind nation, but a great multitude of

people, difperfed through all the nations of the Roman

empire, and even extending itfelf beyond the bounds o£

that empire. As the Greeks and the Romans always be-

lieved the principal fadls of their hiftorical books, fo the

* The ingenious Dr. Hartley, whofe works are a treafure to every

fcientific mind, has ftated the evidences for the truth of chriftianity,

.

in a clear, convincing, and perfpicuous manner. This and the three

following fe6lions, are feledled and abridged ifoai th« writings oi

that emineatly great and learned man.
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Jews and chriftians did more, and never feem to hate

doubted the truth of any part of theirs. In fhort, what-

ever can be faid of the traditional authority due to the

Greek and Roman writers, fomething analogous to this,

and for the moft part of greater weight* m,\y be urged

for the Jewifh and chriftian. Now as all fober minded

men adnait the books ufually afcribed to the Greek and

Roman hiftorians, philofophers, &c. to be genuine, and

the principil fads related or alluded to in them to be trucj

and that one chief evidence for this is the g-eneral tradi-

tionary one here recited, they ou^ht therefore to pay

the fame regard to the books of the Old and New Tefta-

ment, fince there are the fanne or greater reafons for it.

Secondly^ if we confider the circumftances recited in the

laft paragraph, it will appear, that thefe traditionary evi-

dences are fufficient ones ; and we (hall have a real argu-

ment, as well as one ad hominem, for receiving books fo

handed down to us. For it is not to be conceived, that

whole nations fhould either be impofed upon themfelves,

or concur to deceive others, by forgeries of books or fa6^s.

Thefe books and fads muft therefore, in general, be gen-

uine and true ; and it is a ftrong additional evidence of

this, that all nations muft be jealous of forgeries, for the

fame reafons that we are.

Hartley's Obfervatwnt on Many Vol* //*
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SECTION XIV.

The Agreement of the Books of the Oldand Ylew

Tejiaments with themfelves and with each

other ^ is an Argument both of their Genuine^

nefs and Truth*

JL HE truth of this propofition will be

evident, if a fufficient number of thefe mutual agreements

can be made out. It is never found, that any fingle per-

fon, who deviates much from the truth, can be fo perfe8:Iy

upon his guard as to be always confident with himfelf.

Much lefs therefore can this happen in the cafe of a num-

ber, living alfo in different ages. Nothing can make them

confident, but their copying faithfully after real fadls.

The inflances will make this clearer.

The laws of the Ifraelites are contained in the penta-

teuch, and referred to in a great variety of ways, dired

and indireft, in the hiftorical books, in the Pfalms, and in

the prophecies. The hiftorical fads alfo in the precc^d-

ing books are often referred to in thofe that fuccecd, and

in the Pfalms and prophecies. In hke manner the gof-

pels have the greated harmony with each other, and the

Epiftles of St. Paul with the Ads of the Apodles. And

indeed one may fay, that there is fcarce any beck of either-

Old or New Ttfiament, which may rot be fntwn to refer

to many of the red, in fome way or other. For it is to

be obferved, that the Bible has been dudied and comment-

cd upon far more than any other bo©k whatfoever ; an4
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'what it has been the bufinefs of believers in all ages to find

out the mutual relations of its parts, and of unbelievers to

fearch for inconfiftencies ; alfo that the iirft meet every

day v^'ith more and more evidences in favour of the fcrip-

tures, from the mutual agreements and coincidences here

confidered j and that unbelievers have never been able to

allege any inconfiftencies that could in the Icaft invalidate

the truth of the principal fadls ; I think, not even affe6l

the divine infpiration of the hiftorical books, according to

the fecond or third hypothefis above mentioned.

It will probably illuftrate this propofition, to bring a

parallel inftance from the Roman writers. Suppofe then

that no more remained of thefe writers than Livy, Tully,

and Horace. Would they not by their references to the

fame fads and cuftoms, by the famenefs of ftyle in the

fame writer, and differences in the different one?, and num-

berlefs other fuch like circumftances of critical confidera-

tion, prove themfelves, and one another to be genuine,

and the principal fafts related or alluded to, to be true ?

It is alfo to be obferved, that this mutual harmony and

felf confiftency, in its ultimate ratio, is the whole of the

evidence which we have for fads done in antient times or

diftant places. Thus, if a peifon was fo fceptical as to

call in queftion the whole Roman hiftory, even the mofl

notorious fafls, as their conquefte firft of Italy and then of

the neighbouring countries, the death of Cefar, and the

fall of the weftern empire by the invafion of the Goths

and Vandals, with all the evidences of thefe from books,

infcriptions, coins, cuftoms, &c. as being all forged in or-

der to deceive, one could only fhew him, that it is incoai-

fiftent with what he fees of human nature ; to fuppofe that
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there fliould be fuch a combination to deceive, or that the

agreement of thefe evidences with each other is far too

great to be the effeft of any fuch fraudulent defign, of

chance, &c. And all thefe arguments are in efftft only-

bringing a number of concurring evidences, whofe fum

iota) {oon approaches to the ultimate limit i. e. to unity,

or abfolute certainty, nearer than by any diftinguifhabic

difference. It does not therefore import, in refped of

real con virion, after a certain number are brought,

whether we bring any more or no ; they can only add this

imperceptible dcfeft, i. e. pradlically nothing. Thus I

fuppofe that the remaining writiiags of Livy, Tully, and

Horace alone would falisfy any impartial man fo much of

thegeneral extenfivenefsof the Roman conquefts, &c. that

nothing perceptible could be added to his conviftion, no

more than any common event can or ever does in fad, ap-

pear more credible from the tellimony of a thoufand, than

of ten or twenty witneffes of approved integrity. And

whoever will apply this reafbning to the prefent cafe,

muft perceive, that the numberlefs, minute, dire6^, and in-

direft agreements and coincidences, that prefent them-

felves to all diligent readers of the fcriptures, prove their

truth and genuinenefs beyond all contradiftion.

As to thofe few and fmall apparent inconfiftencies,

which are found in the fcriptures, one may obferve, that

they decreafe every day as learned men inquire farther ;

and that were the fcriptures perfeftly exaft in every par-

ticular, there muft be fome apparent difficulties, arifing

merely from our ignorance of antient languages, cuftoms,

diftant places, &c and confequently, that if thefe be not

more than our ignorance makes it reafonable to exped,

they are no objection at all.
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SECTION XV.

The Agreement of the Scriptures with Hijlory^

natural and civile is a Proof of their GenU"

inenefs and Truth,

1- HUS the hiftory of the fall agrees

in an eminent manner with the obvious fads of labour,

forrow, pain, and death, with what we fee and feel every-

day, and with all our philofophical inquiries into the

frame of the human mind, the nature of focial Hfe, and

the origin of evil. The feveral powers of the little world

within a man's own breall are at variance with one an-

other, as well as thofe of the great world ; we arc utterly

unable to give a complete folution of the origin of the

evili which flow from thefe difcords, and from the jarring

of the elements of the natural world ; and yet there are

comfortable hopes, that all evil will be overpowered and

annihilated at laft, and that it has an entire fubfcrviency

to good really and ultimately, i. e. though the ferpent

bru'ife our heel, yet luejloall hruife its head.

Natural hiftory bears a flrong teflimony to Mofes' ac-

count of the deluge ; and lliews that it muft have been

univerfal, or nearly fo, however difficult it may be to us,

either to find fources for fo great a body of waters, or

methods of removing them. •

Civil hiftory affords likewife many evidences, which

fupport the Mofaic account of the deluge. Thus, frjly

Dd
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We find from pagan authors, that the tradition of a flood

was general, or even univerfal. Secondly^ The paucity of

mankind, and j:he vaft trads of uninhabited land, which

are mentioned in the accounts of the tirft: ages, fhew that

mankind are lately fprung from a fmall flock, and even

iut the time affigned by Mofes for the flood. Th'irdly^

The great number of fmall kingdoms and petty dates in

the nr(t age?, and the late rife of the great empires of

Egypt, Affyria, Babylon, &c. concur to the fame pur-

pofe. Fourthly, The inveation and progrefs of arts and

fciences concur likevvife, and this laft favours the Mofaic

hiftory of the antideluvians. For as he mentions httle of

their arts, fo it appears from the late invention of them

after the flood, that thofc which were preferved from it

were poffcffed of few.

The next great event, recorded in facred hlftory, is the

confufion of languages. Now the Mofaic account of this

appears highly probable, if we firll allow that of the del-

uge. For it feeras impoffible to explain how the known

languages fhould arife from one (lock. Let any one try

only in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and Englifh. The chan-

ges which have happened in languages fince hidory has

been certain, do not at all correfpond to a fuppofition of

this kind. There is too much of method and art in the

Greek and Latin tongues, for them to have been the in-

vention of a rude and barbarous people ; and they differ

too much from Hebrew, Arabic, 3cc. to have flowed from

them without defign.

• The difperfion of the three fons of Noah into different

countries, related in the tenth chapter of Genefis, comes

siext under confideration, being the confequence, not the
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caufe of the diverfity of languages. Now here antiquari-

ans and learned men feem to be fully agreed, that the

Mofaic account is confirmed, as much as can be expefltd

in our prefent ignorance of the ftate of antient nations.

And it is to be obferved of all the articles treated of un-

der this propofition, that we,* who live in the north Wvift

corner of Europe, lie under great difadvantages in fuch

refearches. However, fmce thofe who have iludied the

oriental lan^uacfes and hiftories, or have travelled into the

caftern parts, have made many difcoveries of late years>

which have furprifmgly confirmed the fcripture accounts,

we may hope and prefume, that if either our learned men

be hereafter fuffered to have free accefs to thofe parts, or

the natives themfelves become learned, both which are

furely probable in the higheft degree, numberlefs unex-

pefted evidences for the truth of the fcripture hiftory will

be brought to li^rht.

Let us next come to the ftate of religion in the antient

poudeluvian world, acco^-ding to Mofes and the fucceed-

ing facred hiftorians. The pofldeluvian patriarchs then

appear to have worraipped the one Supreme Being by

facrifices, but in a fimple tnanner, and to have had frequent

divine communications. By degrees their pofterity fell

off to idolatry, worfhipped the fun, moon, and ftars, deifi-

ed dead men, and polluted themfelves with the moft im-

pure and abominable infiitutions. The Ifraclites alone

were kept to the wordiip of the true God, and even they

were often infected with their idolatrous neighbours.

Now all this is perfectly agreeable to what we find m pa-

U is to be noted that this extvad is taken from a Britifh author.
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gan hlftory. The idolatries of the pagans are acknowl-

edged on all hands. It appears alfo from pagan hiftory,

that they grew up by degrees, as the fcriptures intimate.

All the pagan religions appear to have had the worfhip of

one God fuperiour to the reft, as their common founda-

tion. They all endeavoured to render him propitious by

facrifice, which furely cannot be an human invention, nor

a cuftom, which if invented in one nation, would be readi-

ly propagated in another. They all joined mediatorial

and inferiour, alfo local and tetular deities to the one God.

And they all taught the frequency of divine communica-

tions. Hence the pagan religions appear to be merely

the degenerated offspring of patriarchal revelation, and to

infer them as their caufe. Hence the pretences of kings,

lawgivers, and great men, to infpiration, with the creduli-

ty of the multitude. That there had been divine com-

munications vv'as beyond difpute ; and therefore all that

reludlance to admit them, which appears in the prefent

age, was overruled. At firft there were no impoftors.

When therefore they did arife, it would not be eafy for

the multitude to diftinguifh between thofe who had really

divine communications, and thofe who only pretended to

them ; till at laft, all real infpiration having ceafed among

the gentile world, their feveral religions kept poffcflion

merely by the force of education, fraud in the prieft, and

fear in the people, and even thefe fupports began to fail

at laft, about the time of Chrift's coming. And thus

many things, which have been thought to weaken the ev-

idences for the fcripture accounts, are found to ftrength-

en them, by flowing naturally from that ftate of religion

in antient times, and from that only which the fcripture.

delivers.



'
^ CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 329

It is remarkable, that not only the dire6l relations of

the hiflorical books, but the indired, incidental mention

of things in the prophecies, tallies with, true chronolo-

gy, which furejly is fuch an evidence for their genuinenefs

and truth, as cannot be called in quefticn. And, upon

the whole, it may be obferved, that the facred hiilory is

diftinct, methodical, and confiftent throughout ; the pro-

fane, utterly deficient in the firft ages, obfcure and full of

fisf^ions in the fucceeding ones ; and that it isbut jull: clear

and precife in the principal fafts about the time that the

facred hiftory ends. So that this corrects and regulates

that, and renders it intelligible in many inilances, which

muft otherwife be given up as utterly inexphcable. How
then can. we fuppofe the facred hiftory not to be genu-

ine and trucj or a wicked impoflor to rife up, and continue:

not only undifcovered, but even to increafe to a moft au-

dacious height, in a nation which of all others kept the

moll exa6l accounts of time :* I will add one remark

more ; this fame nation, who may not have loft fo much

as one year' from the creation of the world to the Baby-

lonifh captivity, as foon as they were deprived of the af-

fiftance of prophets, became moft inaccurate in their meth-

ods of keeping time, there being nothing more erroneous

than the accounts of Jofephas, and the modern Jews,

from the time of Cyrus to that of Alexander the Great ;

notwithftanding that all the requlfite afiiftances might eafi-

ly have been borrowed from the neighbouring nations, who

kept regular annals. Hence it appears, that the exadlnefs

of the facred hiftory was owing to the divine afliftance.

It is alfo an evidence in favour of the fcriptures, that,

tha manners of the perfons therein mentioned have that

D D 2.
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fimpliclty and plainnefs, which is afcribed to the firft

ages of the world by pagan writers ; and both of them

concur, by this, to intimate the novelty of the then pref-

ent race, i. e. the deluge.

Befides thefe atteftations from profane hiftory, we may

confider the Jews themfelves as bearing teftimony to this

day, in all countries of the world, to the truth of their an-

tient hiftory, i. e. to that of the Old and New Teftament.

Allow this, and it will be eafy to fee how they (hould

Hill perfift in their attachment to that religion, thofe laws,

and thofe pTX)phecies, which fo manifellly condemn them,

both in paft times, and m the prefent. Siippofe any con-

fiderable alteration made in their antient hiftory, i. e. any

fuch as may anfwer the purpofes of infidelity, and their

prefent ftate will be inexpHcable.

The books of the New Teftament are verified by hifto-

3-y in a ftill more illuftrious manner ; thofe books being,

written, and the fa£ls mentioned therein, tranfaded during

the times of Auguftus, Tiberius, and the fucceeding Ce»

fars. Here we may obferve,

Firfli That the incidental mention of the Roman em-

perours, governours of Judea, and the neighbouring prov-

inces, the Jewifh high priefts, fefts of the Jews, and their

cuftoms, of places, and of tranfaiElions, is found to be per-

feflly agreeable to the hiftory of thefe times. And as

the whole number of thefe particulars is very great, they

may be reckoned a full proof of the genuinenefs of the

books of the New Teftament, it being impoffible for aper-

fon who had forged them, i. e. who was not an eye and car

witnefs,and otherwife concerned with the tranfa6lions as the

books require, but who had invented many hiflories and cir»
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cumftances, &c. not to have been deficient, fuperfluous, and

erroneous. No man's memory and knowledge is fufficient

for fuch an adaptation of feigned circumftances, and ef-

pccially where the mention is incidental. Let any one

confider how often the beft poets fail in this, who yet en-,

deavour not to vary from the manners and cuftoms of the

age of which they write j at the fame time that poetry

neither requires nor admits fo great a minutenefs in the

particular circumftances of time, place, and perfon, as the

writers of the New Teftament have defcended to natural-

ly and incidentally.

Secondly^ That Chrift preached in Judca and Galileej

.

made many difciples, and was crucified under Pontius Pi-

late, at the inftigation of the Jews ; alfo that his difciples

preached after his death, not only in Judea, but all over the

Roman empire ; that they converted multitudes, were per-

fecuted, and at laft fuffered death, for their firm adherence

to their mafter ; and that both Chrift and his difciples

pretended to work many miracles, are fads attefted by

civil hiftory in the ampleft manner, and which cannot be

called in queftion. Now thefe fafts are fo connected

with the other fafts mentioned in the New Teftament,

that they muft ftand or fall together. There is no prob-

able account to be given of thefe fadls, but by allowing

the reft. For the proof of that I appeal to every reader

who will make the trial. It may alfo be concluded from

the remarkable unwilHngnefs of the prefent unbelievers to

allow even the plaineft fadls in exprefs terms. For it

fhews them to be apprehenfive, that the connexion be-

tween the feveral principal fads mentioned in the New
Teftament is infeparable, and that the atteftation given to

fome hy civil hiftory may eafily be extended to all
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It has been objedled, that more rnention ought to have

been made of the common fafts by the profane writers of

thefe times, alfo fome acknowledg.nent of the miracu-

lous ones, had they been true. To this we may anfwer,

F'lrjl, That Judea was but a fmall and diftant province of

the Roman empn-e, and the Jews themfelves, with whom

the chriftia-ns were for a long tim.e confounded, much de-

fpifed by the Romans. Secondly., That hiftorians, politi-

cians, generals, &c. have their imaginations fo much pre-

ocupied by affairs of ftate, that matters purely religious

are little regarded by them. Gallio caredfor none of ihcfs

things. Thirdly, That a perfon who attended in any-

great degree to the chriftian affairs, if a good man could

fcarcely avoid becoming a chriftian ; after which his tefti-

mony ceafes to be pagan, and becomes chriftian. Fourth-

ly^ That both thofe who were favourers of the chrillians,.

and thofe who were averfe to them in a moderate de-

gree, one of which muft be the cafe with great num-

bers, would have reafons to be filent ; the half chriftians

would be filent for fear of being perfecuted ; and the oth-

ers would affeft to take no notice of what they diflikcd,

but could not difprove, which is a fa61 that occurs to

daily obfervation. Lafily, when thefe things are laid to-

cether, the atteftations of the profane writers to common

fads appear to be fuch as one might expeft, and their fi-.

lence as to the miraculous ones is accounted for.

Thirdly, All the chriftian writers from the time of the

apoftles and downwards, bear teftimony to the genuinenefs-

of the books of the New Teftament, and the truth of the

fafts, in a great variety of ways, dired and indired, and

m- fuch a manner as might be expedled. Their quotations.
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from them are numberlefs, and agree fufficiently with the

prefent copies. They go every where upon the fuppofi-

tion of the fads, as the foundation of all their difcourfes,

writings, hopes, fears, &c. They difcover every where

the higheft regard, and even veneration both for the books

and the authors. In fhort, one cannot fee how this tefti-

mony in favour of the books of the New Teftament can

be invalidated, unlefs by fuppofing all the ecclefiaftical

writings of the firft centuries to be forged alfo, or all the

writers to have concurred to write as if they believed the

geauinenefs and truth of thefe books, though they did

not ; or to have had no abihty, or inclination to dif-

tinguifh genuinenefs and truth from forgery and falfehood

;

or by fome other fuch fuppofition, as will fcarce bear to

be named.

Fourthly, The propagation of chriilianity, with the

manner in which it was oppofed by both Jews and gen-

tiles, bears witnefs to the truth and genuinenefs of the

books of the New Teftam.ent. And there are many paf-

fages in the taimudical writings, which afford both light

and confirmation to the New Teilament, notwith (landing

that one principal defign of the authors was to difcredit it.

Hartley on the Truth ef the Chrtftian Religiar,^
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SECTION XVL

The many and great Advantages, which have

accrued to the World fro?n the Patriarchal^

yudaical, and Chrijiian Revelations^ prove

the Divine Authority ofthe Scriptures,

X HESE advantages are of two forts,

relating refpe8:ively to the knowledge and pradlice of re-

ligion. I begin with the firft.

- Now it is very evident, that the chriftian revelation

has difFafed a much more pure and perfe£l knowledge of

what is called natural religion, over a great part of the

world, viz. wherever the profcffion either of chriftianity

or Mahometanifm prevails. And the fame thing will ap-

pear, in refpeft of the Judaical and patriarchal revelations,

to thofe who are acquamted with antient hiflory. It will

be found very difficult for fuch perfons to account even for

the pagan religions, without recurring to fuch patriarchal

communications with God, as are mentioned in thepenta-

teuch, and to the more full revelations made to the Jews.

So that one is led to believe, that all that is good in any

pagan or falfe religion, is of divine original ; all that is er-

roneous or corrupt, the offspring of the vanity, weaknefs,

and wicked nefs of men ; and that properly fpeaking, we

have no reafon from hiftory to fuppofe, that there ever

was any fuch thing as mere natural religion, i. e. any true

religion, which men difcovered to themfelvesby the mere

%ht of nature. Thefe pofitions feem to follow from in*
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quiries into the antiquities of the heathen world, and of

their religions. The heathen rehgions all appear to be

of a de'ivative nature ; each circumllance in the inquiry

confirms the fcriptural accounts cf things, and fends us to

the revelations exprefsly mentioned, or indireftly implied,

in the Old Teftament, for the real original of the pagan

rehgions in their fimple ftate. This opinion receives

great light and confirmation from Sir Ifaac Newton's

Chronol)gy.

It appears alfo very probable to me, that a careful ex-

amination of the powers of human underftanding would

confirm the fame pofition ; and that admitting the novel-

ty of the prefent world, there is no way of accounting for

the rife and progrcfs of rehgious knowledge, as it has

taken place in fad, without having recourfe to divine rev-

elation. If we admit the patriarchal, Judaical, and chrif-

tian revelations, the progrefs of natural religion, and of

all the falfe pretences to revelation, will fairly arife, at

lead appear poffible in all cafcs, and probable in moll, from

the circumftances of things, the powers of human nature,

and the dodlrine of affociation. If we deny the truth of

thefe revelations, and fuppofe the fcriptures to be falfe, we

lliall caft utter confufion upon the inquiry, and human fac-

ulties will be found far unequal to the tailc affigned to

them.

Secondly i if we co-nfider the pra<5lice of true religion, the

good efFe6ls of revelation are flill more evident. Lvery

man who believes, muft find himfelf either excited to good,

or deterred from evil, in many inRances, by that belief;

notwithftanding that there may be many other inilances,

in which religious motives arc too weak to nsftrain viole;it



33<5 EXCELLENCE OF THE

and corrupt inclinations. The fame obfervations occur

daily, with regard to others, in various ways and degrees.

And it is by no means conclufive againft this obvious ar-

gument for the good efte£ls of revelation upon the morals

of mankind, to allege that the world is not better now

than before the coming of Chrift. This is a point which

cannot be determined by any kind of eftimation, in our

power to make ; and if it could, we do not know what

circumftances would have made the world much worfe

than it is, had not chriftlanity interpofed. However, it

does appear to me very probable, to fay the lead, that

Jews and chrillians, notwithllanding all their vices and

corruptions, have, upon the whole, been always better

than heathens and unbelievers. It feems to me alfo, that

as the knowledge of true, pure, and perfed religion is ad-

vanced and diffufed, fo the pradlice of it correfponds

thereto ; but that this, from the nature of the thing, is a

fa£l of a lefs obvious kind ; however, if it be true, it will

become manifeft in due time. Let us fuppofe a perfon

to maintain, that civil government, the arts of life, med-

icines, &c. have never been of ufe to mankind, becaufe it

does not appear from any certain calculation, that the

fum total of health and happinefs is greater among polite

nations, than among the barbarous ones. Would it not

be thought a fufficient anfwer to this, to appeal to the ob-

vious good efFc^ls of thefe things in innumerable inftan-

ces, without entering into a calculation impoflible to be

made ? However, it does here alfo appear, that, as far as

we are able to judge, civilized countries are, upon the

whole, in a more happy ftate than barbarous ones, in all

thefe refpedts.
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Now, as the divine original of revelation may be dlred-

ly concluded from its being the fole fountain of all relig-

ious knowledge, if that can be proved ; fo it will follow

in an indirect way, ifwe fuppofe, that revelation has only

promoted the knowledge and pradlice of true religion.

It is not likely that folly or deceit of any kind (hould be

eminently ferviceable in the advancement of wifdom and

virtue. Every tree muft produce its proper fruit. En-

thufiafm and impofture cannot contribute to make men

prudent, peaceable, and moderate, difmterefted and fincere.

Hartley on the Truth of the Chr'tflian Religion*

E E
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SECTION XVIL

The Truth of the Mofaic Hijiory is provedfrom

its Internal Evidence,

i HE texture and compofition of the

'^lofaic liiilory, however fimple, fhovvs infinite marks of

'v'fdom. The hiftory proves the miracles, and we may at

fivery ftep cry out with the magicians of Egypt, " This

is the finger of God." The very nature of the Mofaic

hiftory fhows the neceffity of God's interpofition ; for

without his ordinance and fanftion, it would never have

been eftabhfhed. And we might reft the argument for

the divine appointment of Mofes upon this fmgle founda-

tion, that thefe rites and inftitutes could not have been

either received or enforced by him ; nor could he poffi-

bly, unlefs commanded, have wifhed to have carried them

into execution. They confifted of a code of painful rituals,

and burdenfome ceremonies, to the purport of which the

people were ftrangers, and if they were not enjoined by the

Deity, no good could polTibly have arifen from them.

For what reafon therefore could Moles wifh to impofc

upon the people fo many rules and precepts, and bind

them to fuch fevere difcipHne, if it was in his power to have

afted otherwife ?

But the chief queftion to be a&ed is, though he were

ever fo willing to frame them, how could he poflibly en-

force them ? They muft have appeared in many inftances

inexplicable, and even contrary to reafon. What art or
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yower could be ufed to bring the people to obey them ?

A people too who were of a rebellious fpirit, impatient of

controul, and devoted to fuperdition, quite repugnant to

thefe ordinances. Human affiftance he had none, for we

find inilances of his own brother and fifters oppofing him,

and of the very children of Aaron being in adual rebel-

lion. Laws are generally made when people have been

well fettled, and they are founded on many contingencies,

which arife from the nature of the foil, the trade and pio-

duce of the country, and the temper, cuftoms, and difpo--

fitions of the natives and their neighbours. But the laws

of Mofes were given in a defart, while the people were in

a forlorn ftate, wandering from place to place, and en-

countering hunger and thirll, without feeing any ultimate

of their roving. Thefe prefcripts for a religious polity,,

when the people fnould be at fome particular period fet-

tled at Canaan, of which fetllement humau forccafl could

not fee the lead prob:.bility. For what hopes could a

leader entertain of p-)ul'iii.ig a country, irom which he

withdrew himfelf, and perfiiled in receding for many years I

And when at a time an attempt was made to obtain fouic-

footing, nothing enfued but repulfe and difappoiutment.

Did any lawgiver ever pen directions about corn and v/ir.?,..

in a country that was a ftranger to tillage and cultivation,,

or talk of tythes and firft fruits, where there was fcarcely a-

blade of grafs. It may be anfwered, that thefe ordinan-

ces were given with a view to Canaan. True, but Mofes

was not acquainted with Canaan, and if Providence were

not his guide, there was little chance of getting even a

fight of it. He was in the midll of a wildernefs, and fo

continued for nearly f orty years. And in this place he
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gave dire6lions about their towns and cities, and of the

Granger within their gates, while they were in a Hate of

folitude, under tents, and fo likely to continue. He men-

tions their vineyards and olives, when they had not an inch

of ground, and gives direftions about their future kings,

when they were not conftituted a nation. Thefe good

things they did at length enjoy, and in pro'cefs of time

they were under regal government. But how could Mofe«

be apprifed of it ? Was it by infpiration ? If fo he was

\mder the diredion of an higher power, and his miffion by

divine authority, which is granting the point in queftion.

Add to the articles above mentioned, the various ordinan-

ces about burnt offerings, peace offerings, and fm offerings,

alfo concerning offerings of atonement, and of the general

atonement to be made with blood by the high pricfl for all

the people, the redemption of the firfl born, and the ranfom

which every one was to pay for liis own foul. Nor muft the

feafls and feflivals be omitted, the feail of the fabbath, of

penticofl, of the paffover, the feafl of trumpets, and of the

iiew moon, and the feafl of expiation. Alfo the fabbatical

year, and year of jubilee, the redemption of fervants, and

ledemption of lands, and above all the redemption of fouls.

Tfiere- were alfo many other ordinances, to which we

know of nothing fimilar in Egypt, nor any other country.

The heart of man could not have devifed them. If, then,

there was a particular meaning in thofe laws, and a fecret

allufion, and they were not merely rites of arbitrary infli-

tution, the fecret purport muft relate to events in the

womb of time, with which Mofes was npt acquainted ;

or if he was acquainted, the fame conclufion follows ;

hence, as before, he mufl have had the intelligence by in-
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Ipiration, and confequently, what he did was by divine ap-

pointment. The internal evidence we fee is wonderful, and

not to be controverted. The only way to get rid of it is to

fct afide the external, and fay that the whole is a forgery.

But this is impofiible. The law fliU exills, and mull have

had a beginning, it is kept up by people of the fame

race, as thofe to whom it was firft dehvered, and fi-oni

whom it has been uniformly tranfmitted without any in-

terruption. The people have now loft their polity, and

been for ages in a ftate of difperlion. And as there are

many things, in the books of Mofes, faid concerning both

them and their forefathers, every thing that was predifled

has been literally fulfilled. They are probably as numer--

ous now as they were of old ; but widely difperfed in thc-

midft of nations, yet feparated from them
;
preferved by

Providence for efpecial purpofes ; and particularly to af-

ford atteftation to thofe divine oracles, in which they are

fo fignally pointed out.

Bryant^s Plagues of Egy^'U-

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED:

THE writings of Mofes derive the greateil credit im-

aginable, not only from the fettled opinion, and conilant

tradition amongft the Jews, that he was appointed by the

exprefs command of God himfelf, to be the leader and

captain of this people ; but alfo becaufe, as is very evident,

he did not make his own glory and advantage his princi-

pal aim ; but he himfelf relates thofe errors of his own,

which he could have concealed, and delivered the regal

E E 3
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and facerdotal dignity to others, permitting his own pof-

terity to be reduced only to common Levites. All which

plainly fliow, that he had no occafionto falfify in his hifto-

ry, as the flyle of it further evinces,- it being free from

that varnifli and colour, which ufes to give credit to romaq-

ces ; and is veiy natural and eafy, and agreeable to the

'Blatter of 'which it treats.

Groflus on the Truth of the Chrijlian Religion*
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SECTION XVIII.

I'he Language^ Style^ and Manner of Writing

iifed in the Books ofthe Old and New Tejia-

ment^ proves their Genuinenefs^ and Superi-^

orlty to all Human Compofttions*

X HE beauty and fublimity of the

fcrlpture language has been acknowledged and applauded

by authors, who have been jufily celebrated for tafte and

genius. The great critic Longinus,* in his Treatife on

the Sublime, quotes, as an inftance of aftonifiiing fubhm-

ity, that pafTage in Genefis, God/aid let their be light, and

there luas light. Sir William Jones, who has rendered him-

felf fo famous by his genius and oriental learning,f declares,

that " he found all his refearches ftrengthen his belief in

divine revelation ; and obferves, that the colle6lion of

tra£ls, which, from their excellence, are called fcriptures,

contain, independent of their divine origin, more true fub-

limity, more exquifite beauty ,.more morahty, more impor-

tant hiftory, and (iner flrains, both of poetry and eloquence,

* Longinus was a Grecian philofopher and orator. His " Treatife

«n the Sublime" raifed his reputation to fuch an height, as no critic

before or after could ever reach. His contemporaries had fo great

an opinion of his judgment and taile, that they appointed him fover-

eign judge of all authors, and every thing was received or rejected

by the public according to his decifion. He was put to death by

Aurelian in 273. See Jones' Biographical Di(5lioiiary,

• t See Life of Jones, in Part I.
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tlian could be collefled within the fame compafs from all

other books that were ever compofed, in any other age j

or in any other idiom. The two parts of which the fcrip-

tures confift, are connedled by a chain of compofition,

meaning the prophetic books, which bear no refemblance.

in form or ftyle, to any other that can be produced, from

the ftores of Grecian, Perfian, or Arabic learning. Tlie

antiquity of thofe compofitions no man doubts, and the

unreftrained application of them to events long fubfequent

to their publication, is a folid groiand of belief, that they

are genuine produ6lions, and confequently infpired.'*

rUE SUBJECT CONTINUED*

IT is faid, that Mr. Burke derived much of the fublim-

ity and energy of his moft admired public fpeeches from

his attentive periifal of the facred oracles. He remarks,

in fpeaking of the power ofthe Deity, that " the fcripturc

alone can fupply ideas anfwerable to the majefty of this fub-

jeft. In the fcripture, wherever God is reprefented as ap-

pearing or fpeaking, every thing terrible in nature is called

up to heighten the awe and folemnity of the divine prefence.

The Pfalms and the prophetical books are crowded with

inftances of this kind. The earthJhook, fays the Pfalmift,

ihe heavens alfo dropped at the prefence of the Lord. And

Vk'hat is remarkable, the painting preferves the fame char-

after, not only when he is fuppofed defcending to take

vengeance upon the wicked, but even when he exerts the

like plenitude of power in afts of beneficence to mankind.

Trmhh thou earth I at the prefence of the JLord i at thepre

f
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mce of the God of Jacob ; luhich turned the rock intojland^'

tng fwafert theflint into a fountain of ivaters.^*

Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Mr. ADDISON, who is allowed to excel in a neat and'

elegant llyle, obferves, that there is a certain coldnefs and

indifference in the phrafes of our European languages,

when they are compared with the original forms of fpeech j

and it happens very luckily, that the Hebrew idioms run

into the Engliih tongue with a particular grace and beau-

ty. Our language has recei-ed innumerable elegancies

and improvements from the infufion of Hebraifms, which-

are derived to it out of poetical paffages in holy writ.

They give a force and energy to our exprefilons, warm

and animate our language, and convey our thoughts in

more ardent and intenfe phrafes, than any that arc to ba

met with in our own tongue. There is foraething fo pa-

thetic in this kind of diflion, that it often fets the mind

into a flame, and makes our hearts burn within us. How
cold and dull does prayer appear, that is compofed in the

moft elegant and polite forms of fpeech, which are natu-

ral to our tongue, when it is not heightened by that fo-

lemnity of phrafe„ which may be drawn from the facred

writings. It has been faid by fome of the antients,' that

if the gods were to talk with men, they would certainly

talk in Plato's ilyle ; but 1 think we may fay, with juf-

tice, that when mortals converfe with their Creatorj, they
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cannot do it in fo proper a flyle as in that of tlie holy

fcriptures.

Addifon^s Evidences.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED..

THE flyle of the gofpel bears intrinfic evidence of its

truth. We find there no appearance of artifice, or of

party fpirit ; no attempt to exaggerate on the one hand,

or depreciate on the other ; no remarks thrown out to an-

ticipate objeftions ; nothing of that caution which never

fails to diilinguifli the tefcimony of thofe who are con-

fcious of impofture ; no endeavour to reconcile the read-

er's mind to v^hat may be extraordinary in the narrative
;

all is fair, candid, and fimple ; the hidorians make no re-

fledtions of their ov*Jn, but confine themfelves to matter of

fadt, that is to what: they heard and faw, and h oneftly re-

cord their own miflakes and faults, as well as the particu-

lars of the Ilory.

Beatiu^s Ev'tdencet^

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

MONSIEUR PASCAL made a great number of

very particular obfervations on the flyle of the holy fcrip-

tures, of the gofpel efpecially. Amongft other things,

he was wont to admire the native fimplicity ; and if wie

may fo term it, the coldnefs and unconcernednefs, with

which our Lord feeraed to fpeak of the greatefl and moft.
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important fubjeds : as, for inftance, of the kingdom of

God, of the glory of the faints in heaven, and of the pains

of hell ; without dilating upon thefe topics, as the fathers

and other writers are obferved to do. And, he faid, the

true reafon of this difference was, that the particulars before

mentioned, though infinitely noble and fubiime in refpeft

of us, were by no means fo in refpe^i of Jefus Chrift ; and

that therefore it was natural for him to fpeak of them

•without aftonifhment or admiration ; as we hear a general

fpeaking of the fiege of fome place of confequence, or of

his fuccefs in a mighty battle, without being moved or

afFedcd ; or as a king expreffeth him felf with indifference

about a fum of many thoufands, which a private perfon,

or a mechanic, could not name without the highcft exag-

geration.

PafcaVs Thoughts*
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SECTION XIX.

The heroic Fortitude with which the Apojlles

and Martyrsfaffered the mojl cruel Tortures

and Deathsfor the Caufe of Chrijiianity^ af-

fords an Argu?nent infavour of its Truth.

I CANNOT omit, fays Mr. Addi-

ion, that which appears to me a ftanding miracle in the

three firil centuries ; 1 mean that amazing and fupernatu-

ral courage or patience, which was ihown by innumerable

multitudes of martyrs, in thofe flow and painful torments

which were inflidled on them. Their trials, under the

moft exquifite and lingering fufFe rings, feem to me above

the ftrength of human nature, and able to overbear duty,

reafon, faith, conviAion ; nay, and the moil abfolutc cer-

tainty of a future ftate. Humanity, unbiafed in an ex-

traordinary manner, muft have fhaken off the prefent

prefTure, and have dehvered itfelf out of fuch dreadful

diflrefs, by any means that could have been fuggefted to

it. We can eafily imagine, that many pcrfons in fo good

a caufe might have laid down their lives at the gibbet,

the flake, or the block ; but to expire leifurely among

the moil exquifite tortures, when they might come out

[of them, even by a mental refervation, or an hypocrify,

which was not without a poiTibility of being followed by

repentance and forgivenefs, has fomething in it fo far be-

yond the force and flrength of mortals, that we cannot
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but think there was fome miraculous power to fupport

the fuffcrer.

We find the church of Smyrna, in that admirable let-

ter, which gives an account of the death of Polycarp,

their beloved bifhop, mentioning the cruel torments of

other early martyrs for chriflianity, are of opinion that

our Saviour flood by them in a vifion, and perfonally con-

verfed with them, to give them flrength and comfort dur-

ing the bitternefs of their long continued agonies ; and

we have the flory of a young man, who, having fufFered

many tortures, efcaped with life, and told his fellow chrif-

tians that the pain of them had been rendered tolerable,

'

by the prefence of an angel who flood by h«m, and wiped

off the tears and fweat, which run dovrn his face, whilfl he

lay under his fufTerings. We are aflured, at leafl, that the

firfl martyr for chriflianity was encouraged in his lad mo>

ments, by a vifion of that divine perfon, for whom he fuf-

fered, and into whofe prefence he was then haftening.

Let any man calmly lay his hand upon his heart, and

after reading the terrible conflids in which the antient

martyrs and confefTors were engaged, when they pafTed

through fuch new inventions and varieties of pain, as tired

their tormentors, and afic himL4f, however zealous and fin-

cere he is in religion, whether, under fuch lingering

tortures, he could fli!! have held faft his integrity, and

have profcffed his faith to the lafl, without a fupernatural

affiflance of fome kind or other. For my part, when I

confider that it v.-^s not an unaccountable obfti^acy in a

fingle man, or in r !y particular fet of men, in fome ex-

traordinary juncture j but that there were multitudes of

each fex, of every age, of different coynlries and condi-

F F
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tions, who, for nearly three hundred years together, made

this glorious confefiion of their faith, in the midfl: of tor-

tures, and in the hour of death : I muft conclude, that

they were either of another make than men are at prefent,

or that they had fuch miraculous fupports as were peculiar

to thofe times of chriftianity, when without them, perhaps

the very name of it might have been extinguifhed.

It is certain, that the deaths and fufferings of the primi-

tive chriftians had a great fhare in the converfion of thofc

learned pagans, v/ho lived in the ages of perfecution,

which, with fome intervals and abatements, lafted nearly

three hundred years after our Saviour. Juftin Martyr,

Tertullian, Laftantius, Arnobius, and others, tell us, that

this firfi: of all alarmed their curiofity, roufed their atten-

tion, and made them ferioufly inquifitive into the nature

of that religion, which could endue the mind with fo much

ilrength, and overcome the fear of death, nay, raife an

earned defire of it, though it appeared in all its terrours.

This they found had not been effefted by all the dodrines

of thofe philofophers, whom they had thoroughly ftjiidied,

and who had been labouring at this great point. The

fight of thefe dying and tormented martyrs, engaged them

to fearch into the hiftory and doctrines of him for whom

they fuffered. The more they fearched, the more they

were convinced ; till their convidion grew fo flrong, that

they themfelves embraced the fame truths, and either ac-

tually laid down their lives, or were in readinefs to do it,

j-7.ther than depart from them.

AddtJorJs Evidences of the Chrj/Iian Religion^
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rHE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THE apoftles themfelves declare, that their mailer an-

nounced to them, that they would be perfecuted m
preaching his law ; and that they had nothing to expcft

from men but injuries and death. See John xv. xvi. &c.

Could the apoftles have invented a predidion, which, if

it had not been accomplifhed, would have deftroyed all

their do£lrine ; and v/hich could not be accompHihed, but

by their being conftantly perfecuted, injured, and at length

led to torments and an ignominious death ? They perfe-

vered in their belief, although it a61;ually drew upon them

the moft horrid perfecutions ; and to fupport, and propa-

gate it, they fufFered joyfully tortures and death ; and at

the fame time implored Heaven for thofe who deprived

them of hfe. It is therefoi'*e impoffible to rationally be-

lieve, that they could be deceived ; or that they wiflied

to deceive ; and this one point granted, it is impofTible to

doubt of the truths, which religion teaches us.

Genlis on Religion,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Mr. BONNET, fpeaking of the chriftians of the firll

centuries, obferves, that they increafed in the midft of the

mod horrid perfecutions. Yet, fays he, it is not this

natural efFefl: of perfecution which engages my attention,

fo m.uch as this new fpecies of martyrs. Violent contra-

didlions may irritate and exalt the foul. But thefe thou-

fands of martyrs, who expire in the moft cruel tortures.
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are not martyrs of opinion ; they die voluntarily to atteft

fafls. I know there have been martyrs to opinion. Such

have exifted almoft in every age, in every country. There

are even novi^ fomc unhappy regions where the vi^iideft fu-

perftition tyrannizes ; but the difciples of the Meffiah arc

the only perfons, whom 1 ever heard had given up their

lives for the atteftation of fafts.

1 ftill farther obferve, that thofe who die fo courage-

oufly in fupport of thefe faflo, are not attached to their

behef, either by birth, education, authority, or any tem-

poral intereft. On the contrary, this belief fhocks every^

principle they had received from birth, education, or au-

thority, and affeds Hill more their temporal intereft.

There is nothing, then, but t}ie ftrongeft conviftion of the

certainty of the fafts, that can furnifli me with an ade-

quate caufe for fuch unexampled fortitude, in voluntarily

fubmitting to torments, and frequently to a moft cruel

deatho

Bonncfs Jnqit'mes.
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SECTION XX.

The General Characlers of the Oppofers of

Chriftianity afford an Argument in Favour of

its Truth*

.z\S all moral truth is fairly tried

by its influence on mankind, nothing can be more forcibly

contraded than the tendency of the do6lrines of the fcnp=.

lures, and that of infidel philofophy, and nothing can more

forcibly illullrate this contrail than the oppofite lives of

chriftians and infidels. The early chriftians, in general,

even as reprefented by many of their moft refpeftable en-

emies, had no parallel in the annals of infidelity/'* ». As

the benign effedls of religon are apparent in the lives of

its fincere profeffors, the pernicious influence of deiftical

principles is obvious, from the conduct of thofe who have

embraced them.f For, if we examine the pages of biog-

raphy, we find that the mofl: celebrated infidels have, ia

general, been immoral. And we have a flriking inflance

of the fatal tendency of infidel philofophy, in the horrid

cruelties recently perpetrated in France. Robefpierre and

* "^hould the lives of thofe eminent laymen, who are mentioned

in the firfl part of this work, be contrafled with thofe of Shaftefoury,

Hobbs, Bolinghroke. Voltaire, RoufTeaUj and others of the moit cele-

brated infidels, how greatly would the advantage be on the fide of

the former.

f See Dr. Dwight's excellent Difcourfcs on the Nature and D?-3i-

ger of Infidel Philofophy,

F F s
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his accomplices were the enthufiaftic difciples of Voltaire,

Diderot, and other champions of infidehty, and confe-

qucntly the declared enemies of the chritlian rehgion.

Monficur Pafcal, fpeaking of infidels, makes the follow-

ing rematks. He who doubts, and yet feeks not to be

rcfolved, is equally unhappy and unjuft. But if, withal,

he appears eafy and compofed ; if he freely declares his

indifference ; nay, if he takes a vanity in profeffmg it,

and feems to make this moil deplorable condition the fub-

je6l of his pleafurc and joy, 1 have not words to fix a name

on fo extravagant a creature.

In earned, it is a glory to religion to have fo iinreafon-

nble men for its profeffed enemies ; and their oppofition is

of fo little danger, that it ferves to illullrate the principal

truths which our religion teaches. For the main fcope

of chriftian faith is to eftablilTi thefe two principles, the

corruption of human nature, and the redemption by Je-

fus Chrift. And thefe oppofers , if they are of no ufc

towards demonftrating the truth of the redemption, by

the fanftity of their lives, yet are, at leail, admirably ufe-

ful in fhewing the corruption of nature, by fo unnatural

fentiments and fuggeftions.

Nothing is fo important to man as his own eftate and

condition ; nothing fo great, fo amazing, as eternity.

If therfore we find perfons indifferent to the lofs of their

being, and to the danger of endlefs mifery, it is impoffible

that this temper {liould be natural. They are quite oth-

er men in all other refpecls ; they feel the fmalleft incon-

veniences ; they fee them as they approach, and feel them

as they arrive ; and he who paffeth days and nights in

chagrin or defpair, for the lofs of employment, or for
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fome imaginary blemifli in his honour, is the fame mortal

who knows that he muiUofeall by death, and yet remains

without difquiet, refentment, or emotion. This wonder-

ful infenfibihty with refpefl to things of the mod fatal con-

fequence, in a heart fo nicely fenfible of the meaneft trifles,

13 an aftonifhing prodigy, an unintelligible inchantment, a

fupernatural blindnefs and infatuation.

A man in a clofe dungeon, who knows not whether

fentence of death is pafTed upon him, who is allowed but

one hour*s fpace to inform himfetf concerning it, and that

one hour is fufficient, in cafe it have paffed, to obtain its

reverfe, would a6l contrary to nature and fenfe, fhould he

make ufe of this hour not to obtain information, but to

purfue his vanity or fport. Yet fuch is the condition of

the perfons whom we are now defcribing, only with this

difference, that the evils with which they are every mo-

ment threatened do infinitely furpafs the bare lofs of life,

and that tranfient punifhment which the prifoner is fup-

pofed to apprehend. Yet they run thoughtlefs upon the

precipice, having only call a veil over their eyes, to hinder

them from difcerning it, and divert themfelves with the of-

ficioufnefs of fuch as charitably warn them of their danger.

Thus not the zeal only of thofe who heartily feek God
demonftrates the truth of religion, but likewife the blind-

nefs of thofe who utterly forbear to feek him, and who

pafs their days under fo horrible a negleft. There mult

needs be a ftrange turn and revolution in human nature,

before men can fubmit to fuch a condition ; much more

before they can have obtained an abfolute certainty, that

there was no fear after death, but of falling into nothing,

©ught not this to be the fubjecl rather of defpair than cf
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jollity ? iVnd Is not therefore the higheft pitch of fenfe

lefs extravagance, while we want this certainty, to glory

incur doubt and diftrufl ?

PaJcaVs Thoughts,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THE late learned and ingenious George Adams,* in his

^* Leftures on Natural and Experimental Philofophy,''

informs us in his introdudlion, that the plan of this work

firft occurred to him when he was in France and Switzer-

land, an eye witnefs to the zeal and induftry with which

principles were there propagated under the veil of philof-

ophy, that are fubverfive of all order and rehgion.

It is evident, fays he, from the works of thefe pretenders

to philofophy, that they inveftigated nature only with a

view to darken the mind, and prevent mankind from con-

fidering any thing as real but what the hand could grafp,

or the coporeal eye perceive. For you find them con-

tinually embracing every opportunity to ridicule our be-

lief in Mofes and the prophc ts, and cenfuring us for ad-

mitting the evidences, or believing the truths of revela-

tion ; though it is a revelation which juftifies itfelf from

the creation of the world^, which declares every truth

that a wife man would wi(h to hear ; though it is fup-

ported by divine authority, and confirmed by all the af-

furances that human tellimony can aiford, or the rational

mind require.

*A celebrated aftronomcr and mathematician, who has eminently

diftinguifhed himfelf in the literary world by his ingenious p^blica^'

tions. He died 1 79J,
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Alarmed at what I faw, and what I read, it appeared

to me of the utmoft importance to contrive means efFe6lu-

ally to repel notions fo pernicious to mankind, and fo re-

pugnant to truth. I conceived, that the beft method of

defeating their deftruftive purpofes, and depriving them

of their baneful influence, would be by fhewing, that they

were neither friends to philofophy, nor had any right ta

the title of philofophers ; that this end would be anfvver-

cd by exhibiting a fyftem of philofophyj which fhould

point out their errours, and fhew that no operation in na-

ture would authorize the conclufions that they had at-

tempted to deduce ; that phyfics, properly underftood,

would ever go hand in hand with religion ; and all itsr

branches converge in God, the centre of all truth, the

fource of all perfefticn.

This ingenious author obferves in his Lectures, that, if

we inquire into the charafters of the mofl noted infidels,

we fhall find them to have been men who exceeded their

fellow creatures in nothing but arrogance and prefump-

tion, and that infidelity, in general, is founded on an im-

plicit faith in the writings and opinions of men of wan-

ton and fenfual minds. Yet thefe are the men who call

our faith mean, and fubmiflion to revelation flavery,

though yielded only to the highefl: evidence on matters of

the greateft moment.

Thefe men are very forward to tt?ll you precifely what

God can or cannot do, he cannot work a miracle, cannot

give a revelation, cannot guide the motions of a free agent,

nor make fuch a one impeccable, nor annex rewards to the

affent of the raind, nor, &c. &c. For all thefe are con-

trary to the nature of things. If you afk what things
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they mean, or what, by the nature of them, they will not

vouchfafe, or rather cannot give an explanation, but are

angry with you, as a captious perfon for putting the quef-

tion. They (lill, however, go on to lay a mighty ftrefs

upon thefe words, without having any clear or fettled idea

of their import. Thefe men are fevere upon others for

ufing expreffions they do not underftand. But you will

conftantly find them pretending to build demonllrations

upon principles, whereof they have no clearer nor more

adequate ideas than the vulgar, whom they affed to rid-

icule, have of their myileries ; and you will find them al-

ways endeavouring to make a conftant repetition of pofi-

tive afTertions pafs for proof and explanations.

They wifh to be confidered as unbelievers, but upon ex-

amination, you will find tncm men of the moll refigned

and implicit faith. The creed of the infidel has as many

articles as that of the chriftian, and the belief thereof re-

quires a much greater fufpenfion of your reafon. If to

believe things upon no authority, or without any reafon,

be a fign or mark of credulity, of all men, the free thinker

and infidel will be found to be the moft eafy and credu-

lous. The difference between the chriftian and the deift,

does not confifl. in this, that the one afients to things un-

known, and the other does not ; but in this, that the chrif-

tian affents to things unknown on the account of evidence ;

the other affents to things unknown, without any evi-

dence at all.

Religion requires a ferious and wife ufe of your reafon,

and can only recommend itfelf to you when you are in

a difpofition to reafon and think foberly, and confider it as

the mofl ferious, important, and facred fubjed in the world.
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It IS not the deift's bufmefs to reafon foberly, and confider

the weight and moment of things with exaflnefs ; idle fto-

ries, rude jefts, and lewd inuendoes, ferve the purpofe of in-

fidelity much better than any argument it has yet difcov-

ered. They not only confufe and diftraft the mind, but

they alfo gratify and engage the attention of immoral men,

by affording them what they deem an eafy confutation of

religion.

The objedions of infidels are weak, and can have little

force but upon depraved minds, or on thofe whofe under-

ilandings are naturally weak, or made fo by an implicit re-

fignation of their faculties, to writings which can neither

improve your mind, purify your heart, exalt your virtue,

nor increafe your wifdom.

To doubt cautioufly, till you have examined fully, and

retain your affent, till you have feen clearly, are proofs of

reafon and force of mind. But to doubt without any rea-

fon of doubting, is as great a defed as to believe without

any reafon of believing. Both extremes proceed from an

excefs of imagination, which, difordering the intelledual

eye, deludes the credulous to fee what is not, and Minds

the infidel, fo that he does not fee what is. There is a

fundameistal maxim clofeiy connedled with thefe obferva-

tions, and that cannot be too ftriftly inculcated on your

minds ; for want of attention thereto, weak reafoners have

impofed on themfelves and deluded others. Many things

may be incomprehenfible, and yet demonftrable ; and

though feeing clearly be a fufiicient reafon for affirming,

yet not feeing at all can never be a reafon for denying.

We fee many things muft be, but we cannot conceive how

they are j we fee the connexion between fome truths,
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but not between all ; we fee a part, but not tbe whole ;

we fee feme attributes and modes of things, but we do not

fee their intimate eflence. Nature abounds in myfteries,

of which we may have a certain knowledge, but no clear

conception ; forae are too large for imagination to grafp,

fome too minute for it to difcerri, others too obfcure to be

feen diftindtly, and others, though plainly difcernible in

themfelves, yet remain inexplicable in the manner of pro-

dudtion, or appear incompatible with one another.

Adams^ Philofophkal Le&ures,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

LEST it fhould be obje<fted, that the foregoing out-

lines of deiftical charafters are drawn by their profefTed

enemies, the following ftriking defcription of the infidel

philofophers, and their partizans, is extrafted from the

writings of the celebrated RoufFeau, and is the more re-

markable, as he himfelf was one of the moil didinguifhed

chiefs of that philofophy, which he fo pointedly condemns,

Thefe philofophers, fays he, are haughty, affirmative,

and dogmatical
;
pretending to know every thing, and

proving nothing ; laugliing at each other ; and this com-

mon point appears to me to be the only one in which they

are all right. Truth, fay they, is never prejudicial to

men ; I believe fo too ; and this is, in my opinion, a great

proof that what they teach is not the ti;uth. One of the

mod familiar fophifms of the philofophical party is, to op-

pofe a people of fuppofed good philofophers, to a peo-
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pie who are bad chriftians ; as if a people of true phl-

lofophers were more eafy to make than a people of true

chriftians. It remains to be known, if philofophy, at eafe

and upon the throne, would reftrain the vain glory, inter-

eft, ambition, andhttle paflions of man ; and if it would

practice well that lenient humanity which it extols with

the pen. By thefe principles, philofophy can do nothing

good, which religion does not do ftill better j and relig-

ion does many good things which philofophy cannot do.

Crimes committed among the clergy, as well as elfewhere,

prove not that rehgion is ufelefs, but that very few people

have any. The folid authority of modern governments,

and lefs frequent revolutions, are inconteftibly due to chrif-

tianity ; it has rendered governments themfelves lefs fan-

guinary ; this is proved by fads, on comparing them with

antient governments. Religion, better underftood, exclud-

ing fanaticifm,ha5 given more mildnefs to chriftian manners.

This change is not the work of letters ; for wherever they

have flourifhed, humanity has not been more refpefted on

their account ; of which the cruelties of the Athenians, of

the Egyptians, of the Roman emperours, and of the Chi-

nefe, are fo many proofs. What ads of clemency are the

works of the gofpel. .,Were pliilofophers in a fituation to

difcover truth, who among them would intereft himfelf

in its behalf ? Each of them well knows that his fyftem is

not better founded than th^fe of others ; but he fupports

it becaufe it is his. There is not one of them, who, hav-

ing found truth and falfchood, would not prefer the lie

he had adopted, to truth difcovcred by another. Where

is the philofopher, who, for his own glory, would not de-

ceive mankind. The effential poiat is to think differently

Gg '
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from others. With believers he is an atheift ; with athc-

ifts he would be a believer.

Avoid thofe who, under the pretence of explaining na-

ture, fow defolating doftrines in the hearts of men; and

whofe apparent fcepticlfm is an hundred timesJ more affir-

mative and dogmatical than the decided tone of their ad-

verfaries. Under the haughty pretence, that they only

are enlightened, true, and fmcere, they imperioufly fubjed.

us to their oppofite decifions, and pretend to give us, for

real principles of things, the unintelligible fyItems of their

own imaginations. Moreover, by overturning, deftroy-

ing, and treading under foot, every thing refpe6led by

men, they deprive the affli6led of the laft confolation of

their mifery, and take from the rich and powerful the on-

ly bridle of their pafilo ns ; they fnatch from the heart

both the remorfe of crime and hope of virtue j and ftill

boaft of being the benefactors of mankind.

Rovjfeau^s Works.
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SECTION XXI.

An Argument in Favour of Chrifiianlty^ from

its Tendency to promote Science and JJfefiil

Learning*

Mr. ADDISON remarks, that

it happened very providentially to the honour of the chrif-

tian rehgion, that it did not take its rife in the dark and

illiterate ages of the world, but at a time when arts and

fciences were at their height, and when there were men

who made it the bufinefs • of their lives to fearch after

truth, and fift the feveral opinions of philofophers and

wife men, concerning the duty, the end, and chief happi-

nefs of reafonable creatures.

The late celebrated George Adams obferves, that it Is

obvious at this day, that arts and learnmg flourifli in the

higheft degree, in thofe countries only, which are enlight-

ened by chriftianity.* Religion is undoubtedly the fun

that gives light to the mind ; the vital fpirit that ani-

mates the human underftanding to its higheft achieve-

ments } though many have been indebted to it, without

being fenfible of their obligations, or without confcffing

* The end of learning Is to repair the ruins of our firft parents, by

regaining to know God arighc, and out of that knowledge to love

him, to Imitate him, to be like him, as we may be the neareft by

poffefling our fouls of true virtue, which being united to the heaven-

ly grace of faith makes up tke higheft perfeiftion.—*Milt©n.
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it ; and others have turned againfl. it that light which

they borrowed of itfelf.

Dr. Rufii* obferves, that the fublime and various ob-

jedls of rehgion are calculated to expand the iTuman in-

tellefts to their utmoft limits, and impart to them a fa-

cility of adion ; we read that the face of Mofes flione

when he defcended from conyerfmg with his Maker upon

mount Sinai. ' The contemplation of the divine charac-

ter and perfetSlions is calculated to produce a fiwiilar

iplendour in the human mind.

AddiforCs Evidences.—Adams* Ledures on Philofo'

phy.—Rujh^s Introductory LeBures.

* ProfefTor of the Inftitutes of Medicine, and of Clinical Pradlice

m the Unlverfity of Pennfylvania ; and a writer of great dlflindlion

©n medical fubjeds. The intrepidity and benevolence which he

difplayed during the feveral feafcns in which peiliknce has prevailed

'h Philadelphia, deferve the highell culoglum.
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SECTION XXII.

Teflimonies of Pagan Authors to the Truth of

the Hijioric Facts recorded in the Scriptures.

JL ROFANE hiftorians, who men-,

tion Mofes and his charaAer, feem to be in part acquaint-

ed with his education, his military exploits, and his mira-

cles, efpecially thofe plagues he brought on Egypt, and

confider him as a famous magician. He is univerfally

eonfidered by heathen authors as a great lawgiver, as is

teftified by Diodorus Siculus, who fays, that Mofes re-

ceived his laws from the God Jao, meaning Jehovah,

which figniiies exiftence. His fine form and confummate

wifdom are mentioned by Trogus Pompeius, and he takes

notice of Mofes' fuccefs again 11 the Ethiopians, who had

invaded the territories of Pharaoh. Trogus wau the fir ft

of the Latin hiftorians, and attributes the profperous and

flourifliing circumftances of the Jewifh (late to a mixture

ofjuftice with religion in their government. He gives a

high character of Jofeph, and mentions his being fold by

his brethren to foreign merchants through envy, who car-

ried him into Egypt, where he foon became dear to the

king. That Jofeph was the firft who underftood the in-

terpretation of dreams, and foretold a famine many years

before it happened, and preferved Egypt, by advifing the

king to provide llores of corn againd the time of need •,

and that there had been fo much experience of the tnufe
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of his anfwers, that they feem to be given rather by God

than man.

Diodorus and Herodotus take notice of the terrible

fcourges brought on the Egyptians by Mofes. The for-

mer, who lived in the time of Julius and Auguftus Casfar,

and vi^rote the hiftories of Egypt, Perfia, Syria, &c. alfo

mentions, that the Trogloditics, the indigenous inhabit-

ants of the place, where Mofes crofled the Red Sea, had

a tradition from father to fon, from their very early and

remote ages, that once a divifion of the fea did happen

there ; and after leaving the bottom fome time, the fea

again returned, aad raged with great fury. This is the

teilimony of a heathen hiftorian, not writing on the fubjedl

of revelation, but merely fpeaking of the country, the

hiftoryof which he was writing, and recording the knov/1-

edge he had obtained of the natives.

Grotlus on the Tntth of ihe Chrtjllan Religion, ---^

Boudinot^s Age of Re'vttation%

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

PROFANE hiftory abundantly teftifies that there was

fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift- It records the tranfaftions

of his life, and many diftinguifhing traits of his charafter.

The appearance of a wonderful ftar at Chrill's nativity is

mentioned by Pliny, in his natural hiftory, under the name

of a bright comet. Dion, in his hfe of 0£lavius Caefar,

mentions the murder of the babes of Bethlehem ; and

Macrobius, another hiftorian of early date, and a heathen,

fays that Herod the king ordered to be flain in Syria, by
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which the Romans often mean Judea, feme children that

were under two years old, among whom he included his

own fon. Celfus* relates, that our Saviour had been inta

Egypt. Celfus, alfo, with Julian, Porphyry,f and Hiero-

clcs, all mortal enemies to chriftianity, acknowledge that

Chrift wrought miracles, out of the ordinary courfe of na-

ture, i];^gh they afcribethem to the power of magic.

PlHegen, who Hved in the fecond century, attefts, that

our Saviour foretold many events, which took place ac-

cording to his predictions ; and that when he was cruci-

fied, there was a preternatural darknefs, and a great earth-

quake. Juftin Martyr afTerts, that Pontius Pilate, in a

letter to his fovereign, gave an account of this event j and

the extraordinary circumftances which attended it. An-

other profane hiftorian, who lived fcventy years after the

crucifixion of Chrift, fays, Chrift was worfhipped as a

God among chriftians ; that they would rather fuffer

death than blafpheme him ; that they received a facra-

ment, and by it entered into a vow of abftaining from all

fm and wickednefs.

AddiforCs Evldences^,

« Celfus was a virulent enemy to chriftianity, who lived in the

lecond century. He produces many paffages out of the gofpels, and

though he mentions thefe things only with a defign to ridicule them,

they furnifh us with an incenteftible proof that the gofpels were then

extant.

f Porphyry was a famous heathen philofopher, who lived in the

third century, and wrote againft the chriftian religion. He afferted,

that our Saviour had the power of curing the poflefTed with devils,

and deftroying their dominion wherever he came.
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SECTION XXIII.

Teftimonies ofjewijh Writers refpeSling Chr'ift^

and the Dejirudion of their Temple and

Worjhip according to his Predictions,

1 HAT Jefus Chrift was crucifix

cd and raifed from the dead, is a fa£l acknowledged by

Jofephus, the famous Jevvilh hiftorian, who v/as never

thought to be friendly to the chriflians. Speaking of

Chrift, he fays, <* He was feen ahke again, the third day

after his crucifixion, as had been foretold by feveral

prophets.*

Both Jewifli and heathen writers relate the deftruftion

of the Jewifh nation, according to Chrift's predidion.

Maimonides, a Jewifh writer, fays, that Turnus, captain

of the army of Titus, did with a ploughfhare, tear up the

foundations of the temple. And then was fulfilled an an-

tient prophecy, *' Therefore fhall Zion for your fake be

ploughed as a field, and Jerufalem become heaps, and the

mountain of the houfe as the high places of the forell."

Micah iii. 1 2.

H. Taylor in Ben Mordecai, fpeaks the language of

many a Jewifh convert to the gofpel, when he fays that

among the many proofs of the truth of the chriftian relig-

ion, the evidence which arifes from the perpetual corref-

pondence between the two revelations, is not the leaft 5 the

* Vol, III. bock 17. p. 131.
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one of which is a plain counter part to the other. One,

the feal or type ; the other, the impreflion or antitype, an-

fwering to it in a thoufand particulars. But this internal

proof will not be apprehended in its full force, by thofe wh©

are not fatisfied of the divine original of both. But when

tke divinity of them is once acknowledged, there appears in

almoft every chapter of the New Teftament, fome hint, re-

ference, or dodrine, which either explains, or fulfils, or far-

ther continues, or confirms the fame fcheme of Providence,

which we learn from our own fcriptures, in a confiHent, in^

telligible, and very extraordinary manner.
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SECTION XXIV.

Tejlimony ofDeijiical Writers to the Diflinguljh-

ing Excellence of Chriflianity.

IVXEN of genius and learning,

who have unfortunately embraced the pernicious fyftem

cf infidelity, have, in general, acknov/ledged the fuperiour

morality which chriftianity inculcates. Among others,

the celebrated Rouffeau, whofe originality of genius, and

flriking manner of expreffion, have been fo juftly admired,

has pafled the higheft eulogy on the excellence of the

gofpel, and the charader of its divine founder, in the fol-

lowing remarks, which are extradied from his writings.

On the gospel.

This divine book, the only one neceffary to a chriftian,

and the moft ufeful of all to thofe who are not, only re-

quires being meditated, to infpire the foul with love to its

author, and a defire to accomplifli his precepts. Never

did virtue fpeak in more perfuafive language ! Never did

the moft perfeft wifdom explain itfelf v/ith fo much energy

and fimplicity ! It is impoflible to read without feeling

ourfelves the better for the perufal. The majefty of the

language furprifes me ; the hohnefs of the gofpel fpeaki

to my heart. Obferve the books of the philofophers,

with all their pomp, how infignificant do they appear, in

comparifon with this ? Is it poflible that a book, which

is at once fo wife and fubiime, fhould be the work of
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man ? Is it pofllble that he whofe hiilory it contains,

(hould himfelf be a mere man ? la the llyle that of an en-

thufiaft, or an ambitious fettary ? What fweetnefs,

what purity of morals ! What affedling. graces in his in*

llrudions ! What elevation in his maxims ! What pro-

found wifdom in his difcourfes ! What prefence of mind,

what ingenuity and juftice m his rephes ! What command

of his paffions I Where is the man, where is the philofo-

pher, who could ad^, fuffer, and die without weaknefs, and

without oftentation \ When Plato drew the charadler of

his imaginary juft man, overwhelmed with all the ignominy

of vice, and entitled to all the rewards of virtue, he paint-

ed every trait of our faviour Jefus Chrift. The rcfem-

blance was fo ftriking that all the fathers felt it, it was

impoffible to be deceived by it.

How prejudiced, how blind mull he be, who could

dare to compare the fon of Sophronius with the fon of

Mary. What a difference between them. Socrates,

dying without forrow, without reproach, eafily fuftained

his character to the end, and if his eafy death had not re-

flecled credit on his life, it is dubious whether Socrates,

With all his intelligence, was better than a fophiiL He

devifed, they fay, a fcheme of morality ; others, before

him, had put it in practice. He only faid what they

had performed. He only compofed precepts from their

example. Ariftides was juft before Socrates defcribed

juftice. Leonides died for his country, before Socrates

made patriotifm a virtue. 1 he Spartans were fober be-

fore Socrates praifed fobriety j and before he applauded

virtue, Greece abounded with virtuous men. But from

whence among his people did Jefus draw the morality fo
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pure and elevated, of which he alone gave the precept

and example ? In the centre of the moft furious fanati-

cifm, meaning Judea, did he make the voice of the moft

exalted wifdom heard, and the fimplicity of the moft he-

roic virtues honoured the loweft of all the people. The

death of Socrates, quietly moralizing among his friends,

is the eafieft that could be defired ; that of Jefus, expiring

in torments, injured, infulted, and curfedby a whole peo-

ple, the moft terrible that could be dreaded. Socrates,

taking the poifoned cup, bleffes thofe who prefentcd it

to him weeping. Jefus, in the anguifh of his torments,

prays for his exafperated tormentors. If the life and

death of Socrates fpeak a philofopher, the life and death

of Jefus mark a God. It has been argued, that the hif-

tory of the gofpel was a defigning invention. It is not

thus that people invent ; and the adlions of Socrates,

which were never difputed, were lefs powerfully attefted

than thofe of Jefus Chrift. Upon the whole, it is raifmg

difficulties without deftroying the fadl. It is much more

incredible, that many men fhould have agreed together

to form the book, than that one alone fupplied the fubjeft.

-Never have we met, in any Jewifh writers, fuch a ftyle,

fuch a moral ; and in the gofpel, the charafters of truth

are fo great and ftriking, that the inventor would be more

wonderful than even the hero.

The principles of chriftianity form an univerfal religion,

which has nothing exclufive, nothing local, nothing that

is more adapted to one people than another. The divine

author, embracing equally all men in his boundlefs chari-

ty, came to remove the barrier between nation and nation,

and to reunite the humaa race in one community of
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brethren. Adls, x. 5. 35. Such is the true fpirit of the

gofpel.

I know not why the fine morality of our books fliould

be afcribed to the progrefs of philofophy ; the morah'ty

drawn from the gofpel was chrillian before it was pliilo-

fophical. The precepts of Plato were frequently very

fubhme, but how erroneous are they/ometimes, and how

far do not thofe errours extend. As to Cicero, ii is pofll-

ble to believe that without Plato he would have devifed

his ofiice.9. The gofpel alone, with refpecl to the moral,

is alv^ays fure, always true, and always like itfelf.

Bsauttes of Roujfeau,

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

FREDERICK III. king of Pniffia, freely owp.s the

purity and excellence of the morality of Chriil:, and the

amiable cenour of his whole do(^nne 5 but he infills that

his "religion has undergone the fate of all fublunary things,

and has been corrupted. Plence he makes the following-

remarks on the " Syftem of Nature,'* a celebrated dciiu-

cal performance.

But let us proceed to the article, which relates to re-

ligion. We may accufe the author of poverty of i:nder-

{landing) and efpecially of ill addrefs, beciufe he calumni-

ates the chriflian rehgion, by imputing to it faults which

it has not. How can he fay with truth, that this religion

is the caufe of all the miferies of the hwman irxe. To
exprefs h'lr.felf with jaftice, he might h^ve faid fimply,

that the ambition and intereil of, man h.id ieizeJ on the

H H
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pretext of this religion to trouble the world and gratify

their paffions. What is there upon honour to difapprovc

in the morality contained in the decalogue ? "If there

was in the gofpel, only this fingle precept, " Therefore

all things^whatfoever you ivould that men Jhould do to you^

do you even Jo to them^'' we fhould be obliged to ac-

knowledge that thefe few words contain the quinteffence

of all morality; and were not the forgivenefs of injuries,

charity, and humanity, preached by Jefus in his excellent

fermon on the mountain ? He fliould not have confound-

ed the law with the abufe ; things written with things

that are pradiced ; the genuine chriftian morals with thofc

which the priefts have degraded. How then can he

charge the chriilian religion itfelf with being the caufe of

depravation of morals ? But the author might accufe the

ccclefiadics with fubilituting faith to the virtues of focie-

ty, external ceremonies to good works, frivolous expia-

tions to the remorfe of confcience, ^the indulgencies which

they fell, to the necelTity of reformation. He might re-

proach them, with abfciving from oaths, of conftraining

and tyrannizing confcieiices. Thefe criminal abufes de-

fervc that we (liould oppofe fuch as introduce, as well a»

t hofe who authorize them.

Pojlhiimous Works of Frederick III. King of Pru/Jin.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

It is related, that one day Mr. Beauzet, a member of

J Ue French academy, went to fee Diderot, one of the
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champions of infidelity, and found him explaining a chap-

ter of the gofpel to his daughter, as ferioufly, and with

the concern of the moil chriftian parent ; Mr. Beauzet

expreffed his furprife. " I tmderftaiid you,'* faid Dide-

rot, " but in truth where could I find, or what better lef-

fon could I give her ?"

BarruePs H'tflory of Jacohinifm,

D* Alembert, another French infidel, fpeaks refpe6lful-

iy of Jefus Chrift, defcribes him as a philofopher and re-

former ; the foe af fuperftition and perfecution ; one who

taught benevolence and juftice ; and who reduced all lav/

to the love of our neighbour, and the adoration of God
in fpirit and truth. Such, he fays, was the primitive dale

of chriftianity, which is now fadly debafed. Ke gives it

as his decided opinion, that reducing it to its primitive

Aate, would be rendering elTential fervice to mankind.

Lord Bolingbroke, a celebrated Engliih deiil, obicrvcs,

that, fuppofing chriftianity to have been an human in-

Tention, it has been the moft amiable invention that ever

was impofed on mankind for their good ; that chridian'- •

ty, as it came out of the hand of God, was a moil firaple

and intelligible mode of belief, worfnip, and manners ;

and that the gofpel is in all cafes one continual IcfTon of

the ftrideft morality, of juRice, of benevolence, and of

tmiverfal charity. BoUnghroke^s IVcds.

Gibbon, the celebrated deiilical hiliorian, Las obr

ferved, that " the chriftian religion contains a pure, be-

nevolent, and univerfal fyftera of ethics, adapted to every

duty, and every condition in life.'*

H'tflory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire-
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SECTION XXV.

The Hijlorical Evidejices for the Geniiinenefe^

Truths and Divine Authority of the Scrip-

tures , do not Diminifhfrom Age to Age^ hut

it may be prefumed that they rather Increafe.

It is fometimes alleged as an in-

«3ire6l obje<5^ion to the chriftian religion, that the evidence

for fads done in farmer times diminifiies with the diftance

of time and place,and confcquently that the evidence of the

truth of chriftiani.y will be fo inconfiderable as not to claim

©ur affent, even allowing that it does fo now. To this

I anfvver,

Firjif That printing hag fo far fecured all confidcrable

iriOTiuments ofantiquity, as that no ordinary calamities of

warGj difiblations of governments, 5:c. can dcftroy any ma-

Uriai evidence now in being ; or render it lefs probable

an any difcernibie degree, to thofe who fhould live five

hundred or a thoufand years hcace.

Secondly, As many new evidences and coincidences have

been difcovered in favour of the Jewifh and chriftian hif-

torics, fince the three great concurring events of printing,

the reformation of rehgion in thefe weftern parts, and in

the reftoration of letters, as in fome meafure to make up

for the evidence loft in the preceding times, and fmce the

improviement in the hiftorical evidence is likely to eoBtia«
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ue, there is reafon to hope that they will grow every day

more and more irrefiftible to all candid inquirers.*

Thirdly^ That it is our bufmefs to weigh carefully the

evidence which appears at prefent, leaving the care of fu-

ture ages to Providence ; and that the prophetical eviden-

ces are manifellly of an increafing nature.

Hartley on the Chr'tfiian Religion,

* A late writer obferves, that, « As the laft c3ntury is remarkable

for having furn ifhed an unprecedented namber of attacks on reveal-

ed religion, through the medium of fcience, fo it is no lefs remarkable

for having difcovcred much fupport to revelation, from the inquiries

of philofophers, and the obfervations of travellers. Many of the dif-

coveries made in mechanical and chemical philofophy, during this pe-

riod, have ferved to iliucidate and confirm various parts of the ohrif-

tian fcriptures. Every fober and well direded inquiry into the nat-

«ral hiftory of man, and of the globe we inhabit, has been found

to corroborate the Mofaic account of the creation, the fall, the deluge,

the difperfion, and other important events recorded in the facred vol-

ume. To which we may add, that the reports of voyagers and trav-

ellers have no lefs remarkably fervgd to eluftrate the facred records,

and to confirm the faith of chriftians. i^ever was there a period of

the fame extent, in which fo much in favour of revelation were drawn

from the inquiries of philofophy, as that of the eighteenth century

;

nor was it ever rendered fo apparent, that the information and the

dodrines contained in the facred volume, perfedlly harmonize with

the moft authentic difcoveries, and the foundeft principles of fcience.'*

Millers' Relffpe^ of the Eighteenth Century^'

SND^OF THE SECOND TART*

Hh
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ERRATA-
In page 76^ the reference to the fecond note ihould be plac-

ed at the end of the fentence, '' He ordered his profane and
indelicate writings to be burnt."

P. 78 lotfinner^ read Sa^uiour, and for this^ read thy,

P. 80, for liter illy ^ rea d libirally*

P. 307, for he^ ready^^.
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